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Inconsistency of Japan-U.S. Security Arrangements:

From the Viewpoint of Anti-construction of Helipads, Takae, Okinawa

IKEO Yasushi *

Abstract

This paper brings out the inconsistency of Japan-U.S. security arrangements from the
example of opposition movement against new helipads construction in Takae, Okinawa.
Northern part of Okinawa island locates the Northern Training Center (Jungle Warfare
Training Center). In 1996, both Japan and the U.S. government agreed on the SACO
arrangements including 6 new helipads construction surrounding Takae district in
exchange for returning the half part of Jungle Warfare Training Center to Okinawa.

In security research, national security policy is analyzed by dividing it into two levels,
1) system level and 2) domestic-politics level, in many cases. However, in this paper which
is based on peace research, I focus on “ordinary people,” especially the people of Okinawa
who form social milieu, and ordinary people of Okinawa who oppose the security policy of
the Japanese and U.S. governments.

In so doing, I exemplify the security policy which was based on the deterrence theory
has broken down, and I demonstrate clearly that people’s safety is not ensured but is

threatened by the security policy and Japan-U.S. security arrangements.

Keywords
Okinawa, Takae, Sit-in, Japan-U.S. Security Arrangements, Non-Violence, Base

Problem, Osprey, Peace Studies
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