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Creating a Class with the Aim of Attitude Formation for Studies at University:
Approaches and Methods of Cooperative Learning

SHIN Kimie *

Abstract

In this era of free college admissions, lack of “motivation to learn” rather than
“academic ability” of students, has been identified as a factor in students for transitioning
and adjusting to university. In their first year at university, students need to be provided
with quality undergraduate teaching, basic skills to work in society, autonomy and
independence in learning, problem solving skills, communication skills and leadership
skills. Attitudes which need to be formed for university life include the strength to take
initiative, be independent, spirit of cooperative learning and community-building in small
classes. This paper assesses how undergraduate Teaching Assistants are used, how
cooperative learning involving group work is conducted and how that brings about change

and growth in students of the first year education class “Introduction to APU.”

Keywords
First Year Education, Attitude Formation, Cooperative Learning, Undergraduate TA,

Engagement, Independence
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