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The Portrayal of the ‘Isolated Forces in Myanmar and Thailand’ in

Contemporary Taiwanese History: The Case Study of Incomplete Taiwanization

WAKAMATSU Daisuke *

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the portrayal of the Isolated Forces in Myanmar and
Thailand in contemporary Taiwanese history, and to point out the problem of national
identity in contemporary Taiwan. The Isolated Forces have been perceived in many
different ways in contemporary Taiwanese history, including as a moral people, as refugees,
as an overseas Chinese population, and as new immigrants. In general, they have been
regarded as fellow countrymen when referring to of ‘ourselves’ in Taiwanese public
discourse.

The change in perception of the Isolated Forces is related to the change of national
identity in contemporary Taiwan from Chineseness to Taiwaneseness. At one time
‘ourselves’ regarded the Isolated Forces in high esteem when anti-communist movements
swept the country. But as the present idea of Taiwaneseness takes hold, the new ‘ourselves’
is hesitant whether the Isolated Forces are to be included in ‘ourselves’, since they have

not had any historical experience in Taiwan.
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