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A Case Study Of Chinese Overseas Christians in Japan about their

Parachurch Mission

Albertus-Thomas MORI

Abstract

This paper endeavors to research Chinese Christians in Japan, looking at, in
particular, the missionary activities in recent years of the JCC, a parachurch organization.
Prior research on religion in immigrant Chinese society treated as self-evident the issue of
changing Chineseness and ethnic mores; this paper, however, indicates how that approach
is not compatible with Protestantism and discusses the way in which people are actively
engaging in missionary activities; in so doing, it attempts to reconsider the existing
Chineseness-centered prior research. Specially, after considering past work on the subject,
this paper establishes that churches at which Chinese immigrants in Japan congregate are
increasingly isolated from each other. At the same time, it points out the activities of the
JCC, a parachurch organization active since 2012, with inquiries made into the nature of
those activities, the structure of the organization, the critical mindset of the founders,
member motivations and opinions, and opinions of leaders of other Chinese churches that
distance themselves from the JCC. The research found that the JCC introduces a new
worldview surrounding global Protestant missionary activities to Chinese Christians in
Japan and has them implement these missionary activities themselves, thereby causing
them to understand the JCC’s goals. These experiences form the basis for the formation in
Chinese Christians of a non-essentialist autonomy. For these reasons, research into
Chinese Christians represents not only a new sub-genre, but work with the potential to

revitalize the actual paradigms surrounding research into Chinese Overseas.
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