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Addendum to the Study of Chiang Ching-kuo’s “Indigenization” and Cultural

Policy in Taiwan

SUGANO Atsushi’

Abstract

This paper aims to reexamine the significance and implications of Chiang Ching-kuo’s
“Indigenization” policy in Postwar Taiwan. The major finding of this paper is not only that
his own cultural policy strongly impacted cultural developments in Taiwan, but marked a
clear transition from Chiang Kai-shek in the previous era. Although implemented with
different intentions, the launch of the “Indigenization” policy with a new focus on local
culture clearly paved the way for the successor Lee Teng-hui, which eventually opened up

a new direction for the KMT’s political legitimacy and stability thereafter.
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