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Contradictions in the “Friendship between China and Japan” Ideology Seen

from Journals for Japanese in North China under Japanese Occupation

KIKUCHI Shunsuke

Abstract

In the era of the Second Sino-Japanese War, many Japanese people migrated to
Japanese-occupied North China, which was then ruled by a so-called puppet government
propagating an ideology of “Friendship between China and Japan” that formed a public
space for coexistence of Chinese and Japanese. To support “Friendship between China and
Japan,” Japanese journals which were published in North China constantly criticized
Japanese for their “erroneous sense of superiority” and for their disdaining the Chinese
and tarnishing the image of Japan. However, the arguments in those journals criticizing
Japanese attitudes exhibited the very same kind of disdain based on an “erroneous sense
of superiority.” Furthermore, most of the arguments in the journals insisted on the
importance of understanding differences between Japanese and Chinese, in complete
contradiction of “the same race, same letter” theory which was one element of the
“Friendship between China and Japan” ideology. Moreover, the journals insisted on the
necessity suspecting Chinese who were becoming too familiar of being spy. So, while the
journals argued for the importance of “Friendship between China and Japan,” many of
their arguments conflicted with it. Beyond that, some articles showed Chinese hostility
toward Japanese. In fact, the control over the speech and thought was not complete. On the
contrary, the editorial slant of the journals was to listen to Chinese voices and make
Japanese understand them. In the journals, Japanese authors also argued various matters
including questions about the “Friendship between China and Japan” ideology and

national policy.

Keywords
Second Sino-Japanese War, North China under Japanese Occupation, Japanese journal in China,

Friendship between China and Japan, erroneous sense of superiority, circumstance of speech and thought
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