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The General Council of Trade Unions of Japan, under the Direction of
Takano Minoru, and the National Congress of Peace Economy:
The Public Forum of Labor Movement in the First Half of the 1950s

NAGASHIMA Yuki

Abstract

This paper analyzes the peace economy movement and the National Congress of Peace
Economy, promoted by the General Council of Trade Unions of Japan (JCTU). It also
describes the formation of public forums that addressed Japanese labor movements in the
first half of 1950s.

Open forums held to discuss the issues at stake in various social movements have
been an important way to exercise democracy in the public sphere. The labor movement,
traced by the JCTU, was an important part of postwar democracy in Japan. Postwar
democracy in Japan has been analyzed in the context of hegemonic struggles between
different labor unions, parties, and social movements rather than in reference to discussion
or publicity. This paper outlines the postwar labor movement and considers the
possibilities and limitations of its public forums in the first half of 1950s.

The JCTU fought peace economy movements between 1953 and 1955. These
movements challenged military policy and the MSA budget while also establishing many
open debates in several districts throughout Japan. On December 14 and 15, 1953, the
National Congress of Peace Economy was held in Tokyo as a central convention where
many people were able to discuss their experiences and struggles with the peace economy
movement.

These public forums were less about decision-making and more about giving the
people a platform to speak and be heard. However, discussion meetings themselves were
held under the union’s mobilization orders. Hence, several people, including union leaders,

were unprepared to hold discussions with many people.
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Congress of Peace Economy, Public forum

*  Correspondence to: NAGASHIMA Yuki
The Museum of Modern Japanese Literature
E-mail: yuki0626@amber.plala.orjp



