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Ryoanjl Temple

‘Ryoanji is most famous for its Zen rock garden
Qf 15 rocks arranged on white pebbles. Only 14
cks are vslble at one time. It is said

Kyoto

a city rich in cultural tradition

9 Kyoto, a city with 1,200 years of

history, was the capital of Japan

from 794 to 1868 and is still

considered by many to be the

heart of Japanese culture. The

u Kyoto style of cuisine, tea

ceremony, pottery, dance, fabric

design, and calligraphy continue to be highly regarded

throughout Japan and are cherished as reminiscent of the

days when master artisans gathered in Kyoto to serve the
Imperial household.

Kyoto lies in a valley surrounded on three sides by mountain

ranges. These mountains provide the city with much of its

scenic beauty and are responsible for its four very distinct

seasons. An awareness of seasonal beauty in the design of

Kyoto's gardens, Buddhist temples, and Shinto shrines are

part of why, these |
cultural  sites  are
renowned throughout
the world. Kyoto
contains 14 UNESCO
designated  World
Cultural  Heritage
sites and is home to 20% of Japanese national'treasures
and 15% of Japan’s cultural properties.

While well known throughout the world as a repository
of Japanese art and culture, Kyoto is also a major center
for higher education. Ritsumeikan'’s Kinugasa Campus in
Kyoto is surrounded by such historic temples as Kinkakuji,
Ryoanji, Ninnaji, and Tojiin, making the campus an
optimally serene environment for research and learning.

Located southeast of Lake Biwa, the largest freshwater lake in Japan, Ritsumeikan
University's Biwako-Kusatsu Campus (BKC) integrates advanced study of science,
engineering, and technology with the study of the social sciences. In ancient times Lake
Biwa was used as an important artery to transport goods between the areas settled alon
the Japan Sea coast on the west side of the main island of Honshu and the cities of Kyo
Osaka, and Nara. Ukimido is a temple that was built in the Heian Period (794- L?' e
place to pray for safety on the lake, and it is one of Lake Biwa's most famous attracti

o S The word ritsumei comes from a passage in the Jin-shin chapter of the Discourses of Mencius. This passage states, “Some die young, as
1/;}_ g 2 some live long lives. This is decided by fate. Therefore, one's duty consists of cultivating one's mind during this mortal span and thereby

establishing one's destiny.” Thus, Ritsumeikan means “the place to establish one's destiny.”
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This ukiyo-e by UTAGAWA Toyokuni,
entitled Osetsu Nakamura Daikichi, is
from the collection of the Kyoto Art and
Entertainment Innovation Research COE
Program at Ritsumeikan University.
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Cultivating Leaders of the Future

Ritsumeikan University (RU) originated as a private
academy founded in 1869 by Prince SAIONJI
Kinmochi, an eminent liberal statesman who played
a leadership role in the freedom and popular rights
movement throughout his life. Since then it has
evolved into a major university of approximately
34,000 students, comprised of two campuses, nine
colleges, twelve graduate schools, and three
research institutes. Additionally, in April 2005
Ritsumeikan University will open the Graduate
School of Technology Management (MOT) at its
Biwako-Kusatsu Campus. Ritsumeikan University is
widely recognized as a private institution of higher
learning that provides outstanding education, while
nurturing individual creativity, and cultivating a
commitment to world peace and democracy that is
the bedrock of the Ritsumeikan educational ideals.
RU promotes internationally competitive research
and education and ranks among the top universities
in Japan. In particular, Ritsumeikan University has
received recognition as a “center for outstanding
research” by the Japanese Ministry of Education in
its 21st Century Center of Excellence (COE)
Program. With its long-established history,
Ritsumeikan University forms the foundation of the
Ritsumeikan Academy, the collective entity that
includes RU, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
(APU), six secondary schools, and an elementary
school slated to open in April 2006.

RU’s sister university, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University was established in April 2000 and
is a uniquely multi-cultural university where
international students form approximately half of
the entire student body. Currently, there are close
to 1,800 international students from 75 different
countries and regions studying at APU. Graduates
of APU are expected to join those of RU to
become leaders around the world, and particularly
in the Asia Pacific Region.

The 21st century will likely be dominated by
globalization and the IT revolution, spurring
remarkable progress in the world. It is the
responsibility of all universities in Asia, and around
the world, to actively engage in that process. What is
most vital in the 21st century is creative individuals
who are able to tackle problems from new
perspectives, break into new fields, and utilize their
knowledge to meet new challenges that arise.

Ritsumeikan University has been devoted to
nurturing creative individuals for over 100 years and
continues to cultivate leaders prepared to succeed in
the global society of the 21st century. In order to
meet the demands of the future, universities must
move beyond national boundaries to expand
international networks. We must provide intellectual
services to society through research and educational
outreach, and actively facilitate cooperation with
private businesses, non-governmental organizations,
and government. We must cultivate talented, open-
minded students who are not only masters of their
respective academic fields, but who also possess
superior cultural sensibilities and an abundance of
ingenuity. Ritsumeikan University accommodates a
wide variety of gifted students and molds their
diversity into creativity. At RU we are prepared to
take on the challenges of the future by continuing to
strengthen our international and domestic networks,
our innovative research and educational initiatives,
and our efforts in international service and
cooperation.

Qe

NAGATA Toyo Omi
President, Ritsumeikan University
Chancellor, The Ritsumeikan Trust

http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/eng/research/coe/
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~ Kyoto Art and Entertainment
_ Innovation Research

he 21st Century COE (Center of Excellence) Program is an initiative by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and
Technology* to further strengthen educational research throughout Japan. In 2002 fifty Japanese universities were chosen to lead 113
different research programs divided into five fields of research (Life Sciences, Chemistry, Information Sciences, Humanities, and Engineering).
With special funding from MEXT these programs pioneer research innovations in Japan.
Ritsumeikan University was selected to direct the following four projects in four different fields: Synchrotron Light Life Project in the field of
Life Sciences, Kyoto Art and Entertainment Innovation Research in the field of Humanities, Micro Nanoscience Integrated Systems in the field
of Information/Electronics, and Disaster Mitigation of Urban Cultural Heritage in the field of Engineering.
All of the 21st Century COE Programs at Ritsumeikan University are world leaders in their respective fields and are pursuing exciting research
that will have a meaningful impact not only on Japan, but throughout the world. The following feature showcases the four COE Programs
at Ritsumeikan University.

* In this publication, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Technology will subsequently be referred to as the Ministry of Education.






