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Learning policy science through the classics
Complexity theory and public policy

Multiculturalism: Theory, Policy & Practice

SANS Science of Artificial and Natural Systems

Modeling social ecological systems
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m Thai Project

1. Objective, theme and characteristics of the project

This project aims to provide students with a series of experience that is needed for policy process,
from understanding backgrounds, problem findings and cause identification, to policy making based
on them, in a context of Thailand. Although Thailand has attained rapid economic development
among other countries in ASEAN, its strain went to a part of population such as the poor. Problems
that Thailand faces are themes of this project, such as sustainability and livability including poverty
alleviation, urban environment, human security, education, job, salary (economic inequality),
disaster management especially flood, and other related issues on planning, urban or regional issues.
The students can learn these issues and policy formation on them through lectures by Thai
researchers and practitioners, field surveys in or around Bangkok, group-presentations by the
students on their chosen issues and their policy formations in Thailand to Thai researchers and
students, and group work in Japan as preparation and follow up for the field visit.

These activities can be realized by cooperation from the hosting counterpart in Thailand, the
Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Thammasat University, located in the suburbs of Bangkok.
During the field visit, exchange events between the College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan
University, and the Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Thammasat University, are to be held and
Thai students and researchers help field surveys. Thus, study themes would preferably be related to
the faculty interests, such as planning, urban or regional issues with focus on local community, and
study cases are to be in or around Bangkok, as mentioned above.

Thai project consists of mutual student exchange workshops. As Ritsumeikan students go to
Thammasat University in the summer break, Thai students come to Ritsumeikan University in spring
break (in March) and hold their field visit as the Ritsumeikan students do in Thailand. The students
in Thai project are supposed to participate in the workshop held at Ritsumeikan University. Thai
students who the Ritsumeikan students help are the helpers to field visit in Thailand and familiarity
between students from two universities makes exchange events held in Thailand more fun and
fruitful. Moreover, the students may get friendship in life with different cultures. The mutual support
started from fiscal year of 2004 and has continued for ten years.

2. Study topics (including case areas) and their characteristics

List of examples for study keywords: poverty alleviation, urban environment, human
security, education, job, disaster, university and community collaboration

Thailand is one of the economically biggest countries in ASEAN. Nonetheless, its rapid growth
contained some crucial issues for sustainability and livability that still keep rampant in a wide range
of its territory from urban to rural, and from the north to the south. Existence of luxury
condominiums and slums and squatters nearby in Bangkok is one of the symbols of economic
inequalities. The slums and squatters is a department of issues such as poverty, urban environment,
human security, education and job. Despite support from public agencies (NHA: National Housing
Authority, and CODI: Community Organizations Development Institute), NGOs and universities,
these issues are far from solving. Moreover, Thailand including its capital city, Bangkok,
experienced the unprecedented flood in 2011 that disturbed a variety of functions in Thailand. And
this scale of flood is expected to occur more frequently in Thailand. Thammasat University - Rangsit
Campus, where the Faculty of Architecture and Planning is located, functioned as an emergency
shelter. It learned success and lessons. As the College of Policy Science is going to move to OIC
(Osaka Ibaraki Campus), creating new collaboration between the university and surrounding local
communities is important for disaster management. Success and lessons learned by Thammasat
University should be learned for students’ and residents’ safety in and around OIC. Thai project
welcomes students who are willing to study on disaster issues in Thailand and OIC.

Study and research methodology is basically consists of three stages: preparation stage in the
spring semester where literature surveys, interviews and discussions with Thai students, deciding
study themes, setting research questions and planning field visit are held; field visit stage
(approximately 10-14days) in summer break that includes lectures by researchers and practitioners,
interviews with related actors (ex. NHA, CODI and other key-informants on study themes),
interviews and/or questionnaire surveys in local communities, and group-presentations by the
students to Thai researchers and students and discussion, and; conclusion stage in the fall semester
aims at summarizing field visit, group-presentations and writing the study report as the grand sum.
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3. Estimated cost students defray for Thai Project

It would cost approximately 150,000 JPY (Flight ticket: 80,000JPY, Workshop participation fee
in Thailand: 40,000JPY, Food cost in Thailand: 20,000JPY, Insurance: 5,000JPY). However, it is
subject to fuel surcharge and so on. In the past year, students in Thai Project got partial financial
support from Parents Association of Student Education Assistance of Ritsumeikan University for
their flight ticket and workshop participation fee.

4, Selection Criteria

Students who wish to join Thai Project need to submit the following two documents on the
indicated date to the indicated place.
-Research Proposal, and
-Statement of Reason to Apply to Thai Project

“Statement of reasons to apply to Thai Project” must include: i. reasons why you apply to,
ii. backgrounds of problem and image of study with which you would like to go to Thailand,
iii. organizations/institutes/agencies that you would like to visit in Thailand for the study, and
iv. your email address given from Ritsumeikan University for our contact. The amount of contents is
not important, but the quality and your enthusiasm for study matter.

5. Other matters

Thai project is open for both of students learning in Japanese and English. And it is without
going that the students have to exchange with Thai students and take lectures, interviews and
presentations in English. The project itself is also held in English and promote communication
between students learning in Japanese and English. They are to work together as teams.

For students learning in Japanese, English skill required in the project is about the score of 450
or more of TOEFL. In addition, they are suggested to take classes for acquiring practical English that
needs to the field visit and other activities and for attaining skills required for the field survey:

201, 202, 203, 204, 2086, 207, :
, and .

For students learning in English, to attain skills for the field survey, classes on field surveys and
analysis both of quantitative and qualitative data are suggested to be taken.

As students of Thai Project are going to Thailand for research and survey as the main objective,
it must be bear in mind that hard work on study is more prioritized than sightseeing activities and
therefore the project provides the students with invaluable opportunities to have lectures and
interviews with key-informants.

If you have chronic diseases, please consult with your primary care doctor before applying and,
if you participate, inform your diseases to a teacher in charge of the project.

6. A guidance on Thai Project will not be held.

Interview in a slum Lecture at NHA
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m Japan Project

The objective of this project and its characteristics

The objective of this project is to study “Japan” through group work; groups will be
formed by both overseas and Japanese students.

Japan has accomplished modernisation by not only importing institutions, ideas,
philosophy, and culture from western countries but also improving on these imports to
develop a special “made in Japan” aspect to them. In addition, Japan has experienced
many problems such as the expansion of financial deficits, industry structural
adjustments, administrative reform, fiscal and taxation system reform, an ageing
society, and social security problems. These issues are also becoming important in
emerging nations, which are rapidly modernising and increasing economic growth.

In this project, students with diversified backgrounds will work together to try to
solve several social issues in Japan. Overseas students will be able to acquire
understanding to help solve a number of social problems in their own countries through
a knowledge of case studies of Japan In turn, through discussion with overseas students,
Japanese students are expected to get to know diverse views and different perspectives on global
society. They will try to overcome “common beliefs” about Japan and develop fresh approaches to
solve issues.

There are several expected research topics as follows:

(1) Japanese society:
Japanese organisations, Employment system (seniority system and lifetime employment),
Unequal society,Religion.
(2) Japanese politics:
Expansion of budget deficit, Administrative reform, Taxation reform, Democracy and
parliamentary system.
(3) Young people:
Youth unemployment, Higher education, Women’s social advancement, Individuals and groups.
(4) Japan and global society:
English education, Internationalisation of universities, Understanding of history, Environmental

issues, Free trade

Research field and its characteristics

In order to accomplish the above objectives, this project will conduct fieldworkwithJapanese
organisations, such as businesses, central and local government, and NGOs in order to collect a
variety of material and data. Also, this project will conduct interviews with politicians, civil servants,
business people, and academics. This project will utilisethe resource networks of

RitsumeikanUniversity
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3. Approximate expenses

If students conduct fieldwork outside Kyoto, they may need to pay transportand accommodation

expenses.

. Screening methods

Students must submit a 1,000 word research proposal in English stating:

(1) your main area of research interest

(2) your research questions

(3) what kind of research methodology might be used; for example questionnaires or interviews
(4) places you might like to go to do research

(5) reasons for choosing this forum

(6) learning goals for this project

Please include a photocopy of your most recent TOEFL score.

5. Others
Students have to read news pages related to Japanese society, culture, history, and politics in

newspapers every day.

Participants are expected to be ready to make enough effort to “discuss and communicate” with other
participants, including Japanese users, in English. Please note that English users may feel some
frustration in communicating with others, and that Japanese users are likely to allocate much time

and effort to nurture the capability of using English.

6. Schedule of this project:

April - May: Making research proposal, literature review
June - July: Collecting materials and data, preparing for interviews
Summer holiday: fieldwork

September — December: Analysingdata and making final report in English

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Please send an e-mail to the following address:

Masato Kamikubo

masatok@fc.ritsumei.ac.jp
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