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法学研究科

Graduate School of Law

Cultivating highly-specialized 
professionals and academics in the 
fields of law and politics.

We offer graduate students at the M.A. and 
PhD levels a rich and innovative research 
environment, enabling them to pursue a wide 
variety of domestic and international issues 
through interdisciplinary exchange.

Building on approx. half a century of history and achievements,  the Graduate School of Law continues to pursue
new developments.

社会学研究科

Graduate School of Sociology

Academically deepening 
various interests

The Law & Politics Research Course allows 
students to further their technical understanding 
of the issues, academic interests and themes 
they encountered during their undergraduate 
studies. Students are not confined to the study 
of subjects corresponding to specific career 
directions but are relatively free to pursue 
various subjects available in other programs and 
graduate schools depending on their interests. 
This course also offers recurrent training for 
practicing professionals with actual work experi-
ence such as certified tax accountants, judicial 
scriveners, certified social insurance and labor 
consultants, and administrative scriveners.

Cultivating researchers in the 
fields of law and politics

The Doctoral Research Course trains researchers 
through its five-year integrated doctoral degree 
program, devoting two years to master's level 
studies and three years to study for the doctor-
ate. This program provides group instruction 
through discussion at study meetings for each 
specialized area in addition to individual instruc-
tion in research paper writing. In addition, this 
unique doctoral degree program also welcomes 
individuals who have finished law school, taken 
other doctorates, or passed the bar examination.

Real Estate Legal
Affairs Program

This is a program to develop judicial 
scriveners and private-sector real 
estate professionals. Students will 
bridge the gap between theory and 
practice by taking part in legal affairs 
training in judicial scriveners' offices.

Legal and Public
Affairs Program

This is a program to develop national 
public servants, national tax officers, 
and court clerks. It is intended for 
individuals seeking to serve in legal or 
policy positions as specialists in legal 
and public affairs.

Business Law 
Program

This is a program to develop human 
resources to work as legal profession-
als at private companies and financial 
institutions. Students will learn about 
finance and securities-related legisla-
tion, practical finance for securitiza-
tion and more.

Tax Service 
Program

This is a program to develop tax 
accountants, certified public accoun-
tants and other tax professionals. 
Students  wi l l  develop pract ica l  
aptitude by taking part in legal affairs 
training in tax accounting firms and 
offices.

Cultivating specialists in corporate financial affairs, certified tax accounting, real estate legal affairs, 
and specialists in legal and public affairs

■Dedicated to cultivating a diverse group of professionals

Doctoral
Research Course

Legal
Specialist Course

Law & Politics
Research Course

The School’s programs cover three sociological subfields which provide a framework for research and training; Sociology of Modern Society, Human 
Welfare Studies, and International Studies.  The graduate program has been carefully designed to offer students a rich and comprehensive sociological 
education, while simultaneously providing space and incentives for them to explore and develop their own ideas.

■Three major research fields

See our website for detailed information. ▼http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/eng/html/academics/graduate/kinugasa/kin_01.html/ See our website for detailed information. ▼http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/eng/html/academics/graduate/kinugasa/kin_02.html/

Since its founding in 1950, the Ritsumeikan University Graduate School of Law has produced many outstanding individuals including 
research academics, complementing the over 100 years of tradition at the College of Law. The past few years have also seen the school 
achieve admirable results in cultivating highly-specialized professionals, including lawyers and tax accountants.
In 2007, Ritsumeikan University inaugurated three new courses of study in order to carve out new paths for graduate students in the field of 
law: the Legal Specialist Course, cultivating specialists in areas requiring essential knowledge of the law; the Law & Politics Research Course, 
deepening academic involvement in the various issues of law and politics; and the Doctoral Research Course, which aims to foster 
researchers.

Internationalization, Advanced Research Methods Certificate and Collaborative Research Project

Specifically, we seek to offer high academic standards with emphasis on the following: Internationalization, Graduate Certificate in Applied 
Research Methods, and Collaborative Research Project.
Our courses help students prepare for the increasingly sophisticated requirements of a global society. International experience is designed 
to enable students to conduct social research exercises on issues that will be of importance to Japan and other East Asian and Western 
countries. Our programs include lectures and interactive workshops conducted by internationally distinguished scholars. Students who 
wish to attend Ritsumeikan University to do research as partial fulfillment of a graduate degree from another university may participate in a 
Dual Master’s Degree Program by being admitted to and satisfying the requirements of the two graduate schools. Currently, students are 
enrolled in joint degrees in Lancaster University in the UK and Chung-Ang University in South Korea.
The program leading to the Advanced Research Methods Certificate provides excellent methodological training for graduate students 
seeking advanced study in quantitative and qualitative research techniques for the social sciences. This certificate program responds to the 
growing need for professional social researchers in many fields to produce, analyze, and report data.
We also have a tradition of close collaboration between faculty and students. Students learn sociology not just through formal course work, 
but also through active participation in collaborative research projects with faculty and other graduate students. Thriving research projects 
in many areas provide valuable training.

This research field
emphasizes organizations 
and institutions, cultural studies, 
social environment, 
media studies, sociology of 
education,
and sociology of sports.

This research field emphasizes
public welfare and welfare policy 
and practice.

This research field aims to enable graduate 
students to develop an international 
perspective. Courses are offered 
mainly in English and are designed 
to meet the interests and needs of 
students such that they can pursue 
original research. Research areas 
include modern society and social 
welfare in the context of global 
transformations.

Sociology of 
Modern Society

International
Studies

Human
Welfare
Studies

The Graduate School of Sociology was established in 1972 to promote a comprehensive understanding of an increasingly complex world and to tackle 
issues of modern society in collaboration with many sociological subfields, as well as social policy, social welfare, anthropology, and economic 
sociology. The School conducts graduate programs designed to prepare students for scholarly and applied research, and for teaching in sociology and 
other social sciences.


