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Ritsumeikan Uji PRYDE Mike

APU is a very international campus. Being international means not only that students can speak
more than one language, but that students are always ready to explain their point of view and
assert their life background in a respectful and polite way according to the person they are talking
to. In this way the students are representatives of their countries. It is a chance for all students to
learn about other people from these cultures and to communicate with respect and knowledge. I
was impressed by all of the students that I met. Even if they made mistakes with their English,
their message and meaning was very clear, so there was no problem with communication at all.
Even the food that was served in the cafeteria was very international, ranging from green curries,
vegetarian, as well as traditional Japanese food. The whole campus buzzed with many languages
and cultures. The chance to speak English was everywhere. Signs explaining voluntary activities
and clubs in the campus were all written in more than one language, and students were always
ready to explain about them in any language. A feeling of being immersed in a global village was
everywhere. The students always show initiative and are willing to show sensitivity and
commonalities to the person that they are speaking to. Everybody was confident and each had an
air of internationalism about them.

The classes that the students attended were structured differently to what the classes are
traditionally like. All of the classes have project and group work, which means that there is a lot of
discussion and chances to speak English. Students have to present their findings from a number of
different perspectives about different topics, which with practise, leads you on the way to becoming
a leader. Some of the students gave us some presentations. These presentations were very well
thought out, organised, and involved powerpoint, quizzes, videos, and physical materials as
examples. The students also gave clear and knowledgeable responses to the questions that were
asked at the end. There was always a sense of involvement made by the students and everybody
encouraged people to speak out, in spite of language barriers.

Many of the students are highly involved with volunteer work around the world. These are
non-governmental organisations that focus on support and education in underdeveloped areas. The
students use their class studies to learn about these countries and how to best arrange aid,
education, friendship, or experiences with them. The students made it clear that the work that they
did was very rewarding and gave them an opportunity to put their studies into reality. In this way,
the APU classes are not theoretical, but are very practical. Solutions to problems are first discussed
in groupwork from various perspectives. Therefore, direct action is given based on research and
class opinion. The motto “Beyond Borders” is certainly carried out at APU. The chances to join these
groups are very easy, and the chances to continue with an aim to future employment is also a very
realistic goal of many of the students.

The dormitory at APU is also very communal. Many students cook together in the many kitchens
around, as well as discuss the issues of the day. Study groups, meals, and excursions are often
organised, and of course the main language is English. There is also a fresh market that comes
especially to the dormitory, so that fresh fruit and vegetables can often be purchased.

If I was a student wanting to reach out and make a difference to the world, then APU would
certainly be my first choice. APU is a university that would give me the skills and knowledge to be a
global leader.
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