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APU: A World in the Clouds

Located in the mountains above Beppu, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University offers students an
opportunity that is unique in Japan. Here they can set their sights on the larger world beyond Japan
and beyond Asia, gaining experiences that will carry them beyond their college lives and into careers

that can have a greater effect on global society.

The university itself is a short bus ride from the city of Beppu, and is surrounded by mountains and
forests. Here, students can enjoy the beauty of nature and get away from the high-pressure distractions
that are found in urban universities. Students can live on-campus in the AP House dormitories, where
they can experience a safe and active campus life to the fullest. What's more, they can meet and get to

know their classmates in a truly international environment.

Nearly half of the students from APU are from other countries, giving Japanese students a rare chance
to live with and get to know people from countries and cultures other than their own. This intermingling
of nationalities helps to broaden students' views on the world, and has led to many APU graduates
becoming involved with international business, politics, and aid organizations. Students who come to
APU are given a chance to know the world — not from a textbook, but from the people who live there. The
school encourages students to become not just bilingual in English and Japanese, but to experience the

languages (and food and customs) of their classmates from around the world.

APU's strong focus on multicultural education is perhaps its strongest feature. Not only does it provide a
rich and engaging student life, but it also stresses the importance of active learning at the school.
Students will become responsible for not only their education, but for their everyday lives. Students here
are encouraged to try new things, to take risks, and to make mistakes in the knowledge that those

mistakes will show the way to better learning.

Ultimately, graduates of APU become ambassadors to the rest of the world. Both Japanese and
international companies look to APU to hire bright, ambitious students. Graduates have the chance to
go out into the world and make a difference there, whether it's working in international
entrepreneurship, joining an NGO to aid poor youth in developing countries, or staying here in Japan to
bring their home country closer to the international community. The experiences you gain at this
university will follow you for the rest of your life, and the relationships you build could one day very well

change the world.

Chris Gladis
IB Literature, Theory of Knowledge
Ritsumeikan Uji Junior & Senior High School
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