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Impressions of APU - Student Voices

It was my distinct pleasure to attend the familiarization session at APU in Beppu in April 2015. | had the opportunity to
talk with around twenty students at the University and gauge their opinions of the University. There were numerous

wonderful things that | learned during my time on campus at APU, too many to list in any detail here. The following are
just a few of the strong points of APU:

(- |

The International Students

The students at APU come from a huge range of countries and they provide a lot of color
and variety that most Japanese universities would struggle to rival. They bring culture,
ideas, diverse experiences and immense opportunities to learn for Japanese students.
Students often share a room with students from other countries and get a unique chance to
spend time building unique friendships. The university also runs cultural “weeks” where
groups of students take turns to introduce cultural aspects of different countries. The
university offers the chance to be a “buddy” for short-term exchange students.

Many universities claim to be international. Asia Pacific University delivers.

The Domestic Students

My overwhelming impression of the Japanese students at APU was of high achievement.
The students | spoke with were all involved in international exchanges, activity circles,
volunteer work and positions of responsibility within the university. They were friendly,
mature and organized. They spoke with passion on topics that were important to them. They
showed a level of commitment and ability that | have not encountered in students of their
age before in Japan. In many ways the students were more like students in western
countries like Britain and the US.

As more than one student said, “being at APU is not like being in Japan.”

The Educational Programs
All students at APU have a certain number of hours of instruction per week in another
language. The goal of “education in English” is realized for Japanese students and foreign

students receive some of their instruction in Japanese. Language is a must for APU
students.

The students at APU have a lot of control over what they study and the most modern
approaches to teaching and learning are being used in all classes. Many classes have small
numbers for teaching groups and students teach each other.

APU really is at the forefront of education in Japan.

AP House

AP House is the university dormitory and was universally praised by both international and
domestic students alike. It provides a chance to make friends from within and outside Japan
right from the start and is overwhelmingly international. Its events were praised, as was the
room-sharing system and policy of putting students from a large number of countries on the
same floor as each other.

As many students told us, “my roommate was the start of my internationalization.”

All'in all it was a very pleasurable place to be and to study. The campus and facilities were excellent and the student life
seemed to be excellent. | would strongly recommend APU for students in Japan looking for a more international style of
education and for international students looking for a place to study in Japan where instruction is provided in English.

“Being at Asia Pacific University is like being abroad, in Japan”
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