
Greetings from Ritsumeikan University. 

 

We are pleased to provide you with a hiragana practice set that includes a hiragana chart, exercise 

sheets and online videos demonstrating how to write hiragana. Hiragana is one of the three scripts of 

the Japanese language. The first page of the set shows the complete hiragana chart with all the 

characters. We would like you to study hiragana before coming to Japan. You should be able to 

recognize hiragana before starting the course in Japan, as you will be expected to learn the scripts 

within a very limited amount of time once the course starts.    

 

The chart shows you the full set of hiragana. Each hiragana represents a combination of a consonant 

sound and a vowel sound. Each column is made up of 5 hiragana ordered from top to bottom 

according to the vowel sounds a, i, u, e, and o.  

 

The first column is made up of hiragana for these 5 vowel sounds. Each column after that is made up 

of hiragana beginning with a different consonant sound. For example, the second column is made up 

of hiragana starting with the consonant sound ‘k’. These are ka, ki, ku, ke and ko. After the second 

column, each column (moving from right to left). is for hiragana starting with the consonant sounds 

`s`,`t`,`n`,`h`,`m`,`y`,`r,`and `w`. 

 

Please print out the exercise sheets before starting the writing practice. Use the exercise sheets while 

viewing the instructor’s explanation on how to write the hiragana. The key point that we would like 

you to pay attention to when you practice is the stroke order. The instructors will show you which 

line you should first start with and how to follow. The exercise sheets also show the numbers for the 

order. It is important to follow the correct order, because this affects how you learn the other two 

scripts in the Japanese classes. Also, please pay attention to how to draw the lines for each stroke.  

 

Let’s start now. Get the practice sheets ready, and view the instructor’s explanation. Practice writing 

the hiragana while following the instructions. At the end of the sheets, you will find words that are 

made up of the hiragana that you have learned so far. Practice writing these words. 

 

We are expecting you to practice repeatedly until you can recognize the hiragana instantly. You may 

have a lot of questions regarding the writing method, pronunciations and other things. We will be 

happy to discuss those questions when you get to Ritsumeikan. 

 

We hope you enjoy practicing, and look forward to seeing you in Kyoto! 
 

Ritsumeikan University 

The Center for Japanese Language Education 

 



50音表
Hiragana Chart



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

a

i

u

o

e

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

ka

ki

ku

ko

ke

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

sa

shi

su

so

se

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

ta

chi

tsu

to

te

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

na

ni

nu

no

ne

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

ha

hi

fu

ho

he

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

ma

mi

mu

mo

me

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

ya

yu

yo

[Practice]



Let’s practice more
[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

ra

ri

ru

ro

re

[Practice]



Let’s practice more
[ ]column



Let’s write some words.

[ ]column

wa

o

n

[Practice]



Let’s practice more

[ ]column

a kind of seaweed

Futon-
Japanese bedding


