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Contest Entry Information

Communicating your research to others

Your research achievements may form part of your theses, raise questions for society, or
provide solutions to problems. However, you will first need to acquire the skills to properly
design a research proposal. This is a great opportunity to challenge yourself to write a
research proposal and see how other people evaluate it. All interested graduate students
are encouraged to enter.

Objective 1. To improve conceptualization skills for research.

2. To develop your ability to convey your specialist knowledge and research
results to wider society.

3. To improve your generic writing skills.

Qualification Graduate students who are currently enrolled in a master's program, doctoral
Requirements program, 5-year doctoral program, or professional degree program at
Ritsumeikan University are eligible to enter.

Field of Study e Humanities and Social Science
e Science and Engineering

Entry Period Thursday, September 1, 2016 — Friday, October 21, 2016 by 5:00 p.m.

How to Enter Submit the application data to the Office of Graduate Studies by email.
Email address: d-cp@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

Announcement Late November, 2016
of Results The results will be mailed to the contestant’s address.

Awards Mid-December, 2016

Ceremony The first-place winners will present their research proposal at the award
ceremony. After the ceremony, a small party will be held for all contestants.

Awards 1st place — 1 student from each field (Certificate & ¥30,000 worth of
bookstore gift cards)

2nd place — 2 students from each field (Certificate & ¥10,000 worth of
bookstore gift cards)

Extra effort award — 3 students from each field (Certificate)

Hosted by Graduate Students Career Path Support Center

Inquiries Office of Graduate Studies at Kinugasa Campus
Telephone: 075-465-8195
Email: d-cp@st.ritsumei.ac.jp




Application Guidelines

Application

1) Only one application per person is permitted. (Joint research is not accepted.)

2) Applications must be completed by the applicant.

3) Applicants who have applied before cannot apply with the same research proposal. The
contents this time must be improved including some progress.

4) Documents submitted in application will not be returned. Please ensure that you make copies

of all documents you submit.
5) Applications that do not meet the requirements or do not abide by the rules for submission will

not be processed.
6) If any falsification of research progress or results is found on the application, the applicant will

be severely punished in accordance with Ritsumeikan University Student Disciplinary Regulations.
7) We cannot answer queries regarding screening process.
8) Please contact the Office of Graduate Studies if you have a visual or hearing disability and

have difficulty indicating by figures.

Writing
1) Download the application form from the website of the Graduate Students Career Path
Support Center. Please make sure to complete your application using the prescribed forms for
this contest and type them using a font size of 10.5 point. If you change the prescribed format or
if you attach documents composed on paper other than the prescribed form, your application will

not be accepted.
Forms can be downloaded here:http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/ru gr/g-career/news/article.html!/?id=138

2) Use diagrams (graphs, charts or other methods) to provide a general outline of your research
in the “Research outline diagram” box. (Page 2 of the application form) Refer to the diagrams of
the last year's awardees: http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/ru_gr/g-career/news/article.html/?id=125

3) Complete your application using a computer.

4) Applications should be written in Japanese or English.

5) Use graphs, charts, or other visual aids to make your research proposal understandable to
readers, who may not necessarily be experts in, nor have previous knowledge of, your field.

6) The application data must be in PDF format.

Evaluation

Criteria

1) Consistency of argument and format

2) Readability and clarity of explanation

3) Creativity

4) Concreteness of research plan/proposal

Applications will be evaluated by a screening committee established by the Graduate Student
Career Path Support Center. If any falsification of research progress or results is found on the
application, the applicant will be severely punished in accordance with Ritsumeikan University

Student Disciplinary Regulations.

[Handling of Personal Information]
Personal information obtained by the contest organizer as part of the Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Research Proposal

Contest will be managed and handled in accordance with the Ritsumeikan Trust Basic Policy for the Protection of Personal
Information. However, names, affiliations and research outline diagram of awardees will be posted at the awards ceremony and on

the Ritsumeikan websites.




Comments by the Award Winner

Yuki Nishida(Graduate School of Letter)

Background

Entered Graduate School of Letters Master’s program in 2014

Entered Graduate School of Letters Doctoral program in 2016
»%DC1 JSPS from 2016

Commnets ba the Award Winner

» My application for the Research Proposal Contest was triggered by a brief thought: “I will try to
write my research proposal for this contest because there will come a time when | will need to
apply for the JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science) Research Fellowship for Young
Scientists.” Although | lacked confidence, | was still able to receive the Extra Effort Award.
However, admittedly, | felt a little disappointed that | was unable to receive the First Place Award.

* | do not really even know how the struggles and experience of writing for the Research
Proposal Contest affected my application for the JSPS Research Fellowship for Young Scientists.
When my faculty advisor checked my application for the JSPS Research Fellowship, he said that
he did not understand what | wanted to convey in my application at all. Considering that, my
experiences with the Research Proposal Contest may not have actually been so beneficial for the
content of my JSPS Research Fellowship application. Still, through my experience with this
contest, | learned various useful writing techniques that allowed me to write my JSPS Research
Fellowship application more quickly. This kind of increase in writing productivity allowed me to
make my research more sophisticated and have the opportunity for more people look over my
application within a limited amount of time. | feel this is why my application for the JSPS
Research Fellowship for Young Scientists was selected. For students who are planning to apply
for the JSPS Research Fellowship, you should try the Research Proposal Contest first without
really stressing out too much about it. This seemingly small opportunity may allow you to bring
the unreachable within reach.
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