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1. Research outline diagram
Outline your research proposal using graphs, charts or other visual aids in the box below.

Research Subject Status Theory: Unifying Political and Social Psychological Ontology 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Applicant name MALAI, Andrei

USA is Benchmark 
for North Korea's 

Status

North Korea is a Dignity-
Culture (Juche etc.)

Domestic Pressure for Kim-
Regime to Save "Face" ( )

Multiple Missile Tests
Deterrence/ 

Threat Perception

NK is unpredictable

NK wants to increase military 
power

Deterrence against USA/ 
Perception of Threat

Create Attention 
Through Aggressive 

Bargaining

Multiple Missile Tests

Conventional Explanations for North Korea’s (NK) Behavior 

My IR-Theory’s (Status Theory’s) Explanation for North Korea’s Behavior 

Conclusion: New Variables Must Be 
Considered in IR-Research to Explain Conflict

IR
Social 

Psychology

Empathy 
Between 
Leaders

Respect 
for State's 
Ideology

Respect & 
Status is 

Important

PPurpose of Research: To develop a new International 
Relations (IR)-Theory Which Combines Constructivism and 

Psychology. Shown Through One of My Case Studies 
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SSources of Images and Quotes: www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41357315  
www.thediplomat.com/2017/09/north-korean-foreign-minister-rebukes-trump-at-un-general-assembly/  

Rocket Man’s Suicide Mission! 

[...] he tried to insult the 
supreme dignity of my country.

Q.: Why does North 
Korea Perpetually 

Undertake Missile Tests? U?? 

!!! BUT, psychology not 
included in IR-analysis !! 

This understanding did not 
stop the missile tests. 


