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Art Research Center

RITSUMEIKAN

The Art Research Center (ARC)’s mission has been not only to conduct historical and social research and
analyses of both tangible and intangible human cultural properties such as visual and performing arts and
craftsmanship, but also to record, organize, preserve and disseminate the research outcomes in order to pass
down the culture we have to posterity. The ARC’s research and education can be characterized by the
collaboration, fusion, and integration between the humanities and information science, as well as research
projects conducted with the involvement of young researchers. In addition, the digital archives of Japanese
culture and art such as ukiyo-e and early Japanese books, accumulated since its establishment, has become
essential research resource for scholars of Japanese culture both in and outside of Japan.

Major Research Topics

® Recording and preserving of intangible culture, and utilization and applications of digital
archives for transmitting and understanding intangible culture

@ Digitalization and utilization of cultural materials through integration of texts and images
@ Composing media through the integrated use of digital images, sounds and videos
@ Utilization of virtual spatiotemporal information

1 Publication of the journal Art Research
I Organization of public seminars, exhibitions and symposiums

Achievements

Major Partner Institutions for Academic Exchange and Research Collaboration

In Japan:

Katayama Family Noh and Kyoto Dance Preservation Foundation; Tsubouchi
Memorial Theatre Museum, Waseda University; Yasaka Nyokoba Gakuen;
Center for Information Networking, Nihon University; Medieval Japanese
Studies Institute; Kunitachi College of Music Library; and the International
Research Center for Japanese Studies

Overseas:

The Metropolitan Museum of Art; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Art Institute of
Chicago; Columbia University, Honolulu Museum of Art; National Museum of
Play; University of Alberta; University of London; Victoria and Albert Museum;
British Museum; Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and
Cultures; and the European Centre for Japanese Studies in Alsace

Major Collections and Databases

® Ukiyo-e Collection

Ukiyo-e Portal Database
»http://www.dh-jac.net/db/nishikie-e/search_portal.php?enter=portal (in English)

©®Early Japanese Book Collection
(including Hayashi Yoshikazu Collection, Fujii Eikan Bunko, and Sakurai Bunko)

Early Japanese Book Portal Database
» http://www.dh-jac.net/db1/books-e/search_portal.php (in English)

® Katagami Collection

Katagami Database
»http://www.dh-jac.net/db1/stencil/

Art Research Center Administration Office,

Research Office at Kinugasa Campus, Division of Research, Ritsumeikan University
TEL: +81-75-466-3411 FAX: +81-75-466-3415 Email: arc-jimu@arc.ritsumei.ac.jp URL: http://www.arc.ritsumei.ac.jp/index.html
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