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Research Center for Shuichi Kato

and the Japanese Contemporary Thoughts

RITSUMEIKAN

The activities of the Research Center for Shuichi Kato and the Japanese Contemporary Thoughts are aimed at
researching the enormous number of books and manuscripts housed in the Shuichi Kato Collection, as well as to
transmit and utilize the knowledge gained from them to society and to develop international intellectuals. The research
is mainly divided into two groups, the “foundational research group” and the “research results application group”. It
undertakes “research of post-war Japanese intellectuals and cosmopolitanism” from a variety of angles. While these
studies are carried out at this research center, scholars of the history of political thought, Japanese literary history,
cultural anthropology, journalism theory and library studies, etc. from both inside and outside the university gather at
the Research Center for an exhaustive analysis of Shuichi Kato's intellectual world, to then transmit the results.

Examples of Research Topics

® Research of Post-War Japanese Intellectuals and Cosmopolitanism

1) Foundational Research Group “Using the Shuichi Kato Collection as a Foundation”
Researchers with specializations in fields such as modern and contemporary Japanese intellectual
history, cultural anthropology, modern literature, French philosophical thought and journalism
theory, traverse their own fields of expertise as they conduct interdisciplinary research into how to
gain the international awareness required by Japanese intellectuals in the 21st century.

2) Research Results Application Group “Assembling and Utilizing the Shuichi Kato Collection Digital Archive”
This group carries out activities with the aim of assembling a digital archive of the unreleased handwritten
notes and archival materials of Shuichi Kato, a leading international intellectual of post-war Japan.

(@ About Shuichi Kato

Shuichi Kato (1919-2008) was one of the leading international intellectuals in post-war
Japan, who undertook research on the history of Japanese literature and art based
on a perspective that spanned across both the East and West. He was the author of
nearly 50 books that are translated overseas, and his representative work, “A History
of Japanese Literature”, was translated into 7 languages and became essential
reading for overseas researchers of Japanese studies. He was a Visiting Professor at
the College of International Relations of Ritsumeikan University and also served as Shuichi Kato

the first Director of the Kyoto Museum for World Peace, Ritsumeikan University. Published in the evening edition of
Mainichi Shimbun, December 27, 1977

(® About the Kato Shuichi Collection

An enormous number of books, notebooks
and materials Shuichi Kato left behind was
donated to Ritsumeikan University by his
family and collected as the “Kato Shuichi
Collection” at Hirai Kaichiro Memorial Library
at Kinugasa Campus. A part of the collection
is exhibited for the general public.

g
The Kato Shuichi Collection Permanent Exhibition

Research Center for Shuichi Kato and the Japanese Contemporary Thoughts Administration Office,
Research Office at Kinugasa Campus, Division of Research, Ritsumeikan University
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