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. Let us consider, say, such a notion

‘as justice. ¥ we ask ourselves what justice is, it is

natural to proceed by considering this, that, and the

other just act, with a view to discovering what they

what Plato meant. The essence of the sort of entity
that Plato meant is that it is opposed to the particular
things that are given in sensation. § We speak of what-
ever is given in sensation, or is of the same nature as

have in common. ‘They must all, in some sepse,

things given in sensation, as a particilar; by opposition

partake of a common nature, which will be found in

to this, a umiversal will be anything which may be

whatever 1s just and in nothing else, This common

shared by many particulars, and has those characteris-

nature, in virtue of which they are all just, will be

Justice itself, the pure essence the admixture of which

tics which, as we saw, distinguish justice and whiteness
from just acts and white things.

with facts of ordinary life produces the multiplicity

of just acts. Similarly with any other word which
‘may be applicable to common facts, such as ‘whiteness’
for example, The word will be applicable to a number
of particular things. because they all participate in a

common nature or essence. 'This pure essence is what .

Plato calls an ‘idea’ or ‘form’. (It must not be
supposed that ‘ideas’, in his sense, exist in minds,
though they may be apprehended by minds.) The
‘idea’ justice is not identical with anything that
Jig just: it is something other than particular things,
which ‘particular things partake of. Not being par-
ticular, it cannot itself exist in the world of sense.
Moreover it is not fleeting or chengeable like the
things of sense: it is eternally itself, immutable and
indestructible.

The word ‘idea’ has acquired, in the course of time,

many associations which are quite misleading when
applied to Plato’s *ideas’. We shall therefore use the
word ‘universal’ instead of the word ‘idea’, to describe

When we examine common words, we find that,
broadly speaking, proper names stand for particulars,
while other substantives, adjectives, prepositions, and
verbs stand for universals. Pronouns stand for par-
ticulars, but are ambiguous: it is only by the context
ot the circumstances that we know what particulars
they stand for. The word ‘now’ stands for a par-
ticular, namely the present moment; but like pro-
nouns, it stands for an ambiguous particular, because
the present is always changing.

It will be seen that no sentence can be made up
without at least one word which denotes a universal.
The nearest approach would be some such statement
as ‘I like this’. Buteven here the word ‘like’ denotes
a universal, for I may like other things, and other
people may like things. Thus all truths involve
universals, and all knowledge of truths involves
acquaintance with universals.

[ Hidk]

Bertrand Russell, THE PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY ,
530w from pp.91-93.

By permission of Oxford University Press, USA 1997.
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