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The aftermath of the Tohoku disaster, arriving after twenty years
of stagnation, left fapan in an impossible situation. It certainly crip-
pled the incumbent government, a short-lived showing by the op-
position, which was forced to introduce further austerity measures
and lost.power, once again, to the Liberal Democratic Party. It shut
down a proposed initiative to bring jobs to the north by moving
certain industries out of the southern plains. It increased consump-
tion taxes even further, and plunged the Japanese into an unwin-
nable debate about energy sources—should they back oil, which
would drag them into global politics, or nuclear power, which would
risk decimating another swathe of Japan?

The new prime minister, Kishi Nobusuke’s grandson Abe Shinza,
won the 2020 Olympics for Tokyb, at least giving him some hope
of investment and tourism, buc his main hopes were pinned upon
his “three arrows” of fiscal stimulus, monetary easing, and structural
reforms. These buzzwords seem intended more to justify the “three
arrows” part—a reference to a samurai parable in which a single ar-
row might be broken in two, but three grasped together are far
stronger. In fact, Abenomics, as it was soon called, was a lifeboat
made of patches and bailouts, in which the yen was devalued but
Japanese workers continued o pay consumption tax for anything
they bought with their dwindling salaries. Meanwhile, Abe’s govern-
ment drifted inexorably to the right, saber-ratting over tiny strate-
gic islands in the South China Sea and infringing on press freedoms.

Japan'’s trade deficit continued to rise—not least because the shut-
down of the nuclear power stations returned the country to its eco-
nomically dangerous reliance on imported fossil fuels. As with many
other aspects of modern Japanese politics, initiatives seemed to ignore
the root causes of any problems, and instead made futile attempts to
address their outward manifestations.

But the biggest problem Japan currently faces is demographic.
As in many other postindustrial countries, the generation born in
the 1960s is retiring, creating a “graying population” of pensioners
supported by a declining workforce of taxpayers. Japanese policy-
makers speak hopefully of the infrastructure projects and reforms
that were introduced as the Tokyd Olympics approach in 2020, but
also with mounting concern about the “2030 Problem,” when the
retirement of the following generation will place an even heavier
burden on the only children, the underpaid, the unemployed, and -
the unemployable of the next.

(Hii]
Jonathan Clements, A Brief History of Japan, pp.260-261, © 2017 by Jonathan Clements.
Reproduced with permission of Tuttle Publishing.
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It is no easy task to convey a convincing picture of the spiritual
atmosphere that surrounded those who devoted themselves to
the study of Japanese thought in those days of the so-called dark
valley of Japanese history. It is even difficult to convey it to the
younger generation brought up in postwar Japan, let alone to
the Western reader from a quite different cultural environment.
It is not enough simply to express abstractly things that everyone
knows—the severity of government censorship or the taboos sur-
rounding such concepts as “the national polity.” Perhaps the best
way to give the reader a feeling for the mental climate in which
Japanese intellectuals lived in-the thirties and early forties—in-

cluding the inhabitants of ivory towers—is to recount one or two
episodes that occurred at the time I was writing these essays.
The essay that makes up Part I of this book appeared in four
successive numbers of the Kokka Gakkai Zasshi between January
and April 1940. When the first one came out I soon became aware
of a grave misprint. In discussing the arrival of Confucianism to
Japan (see p. 7 below) I referred to Emperor Ojin’s reign. But for
Jin the character £ (benevolence) was used instead of # (god).
The late Professor Muraoka Tsunetsugu (1884-1946) who was
lecturing on Japanese thought at both Tokyo and Tohoku Im-
perial Universities made a point of coming round to my room
at the university to advise me to put an immediate correction in
the next issue. He told me then that Dr. Inoue Tetsujiro (1854—
1944) had once made exactly the same mistake? and had been
fiercely attacked for it by right-wing nationalists. “A nice irony,
when you come to think of it,”” he added, “Dr. Inoue who had
long been famous for attacking other scholars and men of religion
like Uchimura Kanzd [1861-1930], accusing them of harboring
ideas and theories contrary to the national polity, and there was
the same Inoue, being accused of I¢se majesté for a simple slip.”
At any rate, in Imperial Japan, there was no question about it:
to get the name of any one of Japan’s long succession of Emperors
wrong was not a matter that could be simply excused as a mere
printing error or slip of the'pen. I put an errata table in the next
issue. For other errors I merely paired the mistakes and correc-
tions, but when it came to Emperor Ojin I felt compelled to in-
clude a special phrase: “I reverently make this correction” ( Tsuisu-
shinde teisei suru). A modern Japanese student, finding such a por-
tentous phrase in an academic article, would doubtless roar with  [#]

. +thi 3 H : Masao Maruyama, Studies in Intellectual
laughter; thirty years ago it was far from being a laughing matter. History of Tokugawa Japan. vp. sui-seit
© University of Tokyo Press, 1974.
Reproduced with permission of Princeton
University Press.

2 Japanese are likely to make this‘mistake for two reasons. (1) The Emperor Ofin
R4 was succeeded by the Emperor Nintoku 4~ The character {= is pronounced
in Japanese both as jin and as nin. (2) One of the greatest civil wars in Japan is called
Onin no Ran, which began in the first year of Onin f5f= (1467 Ap.) and brought ¥R : Mikiso Hane, 1922-2003 (Knox
about vast destruction in Kyoto. College Advancement Office)
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The Tokugawa shogunate, which ruled over Japan for more than two
and a half centuries, came into being after the battle of Sekigahara of
1600, There, leyasu, the first in the Tokugawa line, destroyed oppos-
ition forces to become the unassailable ruler of all Japan. The emperor,
a figure of more symbolic than actual authority, conferred upon him
the ancient hereditary title of shogun. leyasu established a centralized
system from what had been, only a few decades earlier, a fractious
polity fragmented into several hundred warring domains. From his
new capital of Edo, later to become Tokyo, leyasu Tokugawa imposed,
by brute force, an unprecedented peace. The period from réo0 to
1868 was marked by a total absence of warfare, so much so that the.
samurai warriors, whose raison d’étre had been to fight for their
daimyo lords, sank into a state of indulgent idleness. As they consoli-
dated power, the Tokugawa shoguns neutralized all possible opposition
—from Buddhist priests and peasants to the daimyo and the emperor’s
court at Kyoto.

The Tokugawa brooked no external opposition either. A clamp-
down on Christianity, begun in the 1590s, accelerated in the first years
of Tokugawa rule. There was to be no competition, particularly from
a foreign god. The first missionaries had arrived with Portuguese trad-
ers in the x540s. By 1600, some 300,000 Japanese had been converted

. to the Catholic faith. The Portuguese habit of taking slaves, as well
as souls, had not endeared them to Japanese rulers even before the

Tokugawa family had established absolute control. The subsequent
clampdown on Christianity blended with a policy of severely restrict-
ing relations with all Europeans, Christian or otherwise. From 1633 to
1639, Iemitsu, the grandson of Ieyasu, issued a series of edicts designed
to control, if not entirely sever, Japan’ relations with the outside
warld. The teaching of Christianity was banned. Japanese ships were
prohibited from sailing west of Korea or south of the Ryukyu islands,
an independent kingdom later to be incorporated into Japan as
Okinawa. Foreigners were forbidden from travelling inland or dis-
tributing books. The British had already given up on Japan, since
there were greater riches to be had in India. With the Portuguese
expeiled, among Europeans only the Dutch, confined to their artificial
island, had any sort of contact with the Japanese at all.
These restrictions may strike us as hideously xenophobic today. But
it is worth bearing in mind that contact with Europeans in those days
rarely ended well. The Dutch, who were polite decorum itself in Japan,
had, in 1740, carried out a massacre of some 10,000 ethnic Chinese
in Batavia, present-day Jakarta. Japan’s prickly relations with the out- I[)Zujv% lpﬂhng’ Bending Adversity:
side world have by no means always served it well, but virtually alone japan and the Art of Survival , pp.59-60,

among Asian nations, the country escaped the indignity of outright © 2014 by David Pilling. .
. . Reproduced by permission of Penguin Books Ltd.
colonization.
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