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Children’s Folk Dance Experience :
Focusing on School Education and Local Community

YUGETA Ayano i

Abstract : We examined how folk dance was used in school education after the necessity of dance in
elementary school education was accepted in 2011. According to the MEXT, two types of dance, “local
dance popular in respective regions” and “Japanese national dance,” have been implemented in physical
education, comprehensive learning time and athletic meets. In some cases the former is employed as
teaching material and passed down as an original culture of the school. It has become a place to strengthen
the connection between children and the community since it is well received by local communities. On the
other hand, the latter is often practised when there is no folk dance in the local region, and the
representative form of dance is Bon Odori. In that case, it is vital that we cannot finish by a mere
experience, so that children can focus on their interests. In that case, it is essential to devise measures to
ensure that children are interested, not just as an experience. Also, it is possible to create opportunities for
experiences outside the school. As an example of this, I reported on creative physical expression activity, in
which folk dances are approached through the body to create free expression. Along with encountering
individual regional culture, it is also a way of creating the local community. It will be necessary in the future
to provide a program that enables deeper and more diverse experiences even in the absence of folk dance

in the local area.

Keywords : children’s folk dance experience, school education, local community/culture, Bon Odori,

creative physical expression
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