GLA Course Description

Note:

Courses marked with "*" are compulsory.

Innovation Studies

(1) Knowledge and Innovation <4 credits>*
Every innovation is initiated and propelled by new knowledge creation. Efficient
knowledge management has been a vital assignment of every form of growing
organisations in global perspective. This course introduces a series of the world
leading theories in knowledge management to help the students to enrich their
knowledge in the nature of innovation. Technology consists of a compound of both
tacit and explicit knowledge, and also evolves through novel combinations of the
two. Today’s unprecedented pace of technological progress is accelerating the
velocity of innovation in global scale, and more managerial disciplines are
necessitated to realise new values. Through their intensive readings and debates,
and positive application of earned knowledge to new business model designs, the
students will see the inseparable nature of knowledge creation and innovation in
global perspective. A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches, including tutorials
and group works, will be applied to this course to facilitate the students’ active learning

in the class.

HEPBA IN=23UIFRLWHIHDOBIE(C Lo TEDHSN D RIRIBENH RS A M. F0—-/0ULR/ =R
RITAT DN THER I DH5DDRREDMEMICE O TIEENICEE THd. ARIE TE. FHNYRT A MRS
FHHROEENIRRZF LT, A INR=23ORBE(OOVTENBANZ FIOF D, Heffiild, FZRAE
FEEARDEEWEL TSN TED, S5ICMEDOFHFULVEHEDEICI S TEILTS. SHON D TRVRE
TORMOES L, TO-/ULBZT =T IN=2a2ZIEL THED FIULWMIEEZ RIR I 3D E IR R
OREMRFEFOTVD. RBAER. EFNRXBEESRCHZE(CHIIDHER. SHICEHOTI74T-5-227
DITEEREZBU T, A IR-232%HUDIATERRAETEOSHINSFE SN ARB T, F1—MN7ILAP
IV =T BBEOSARRIEE T EHEHENE FLEOREBNRFEUZEIEET.

(2) Applied Research Method for Social Sciences <4 credits>

This course is designed specifically to provide a wide array of the most contemporary
research methodologies, which will enrich the students’ knowledge to realise their

original, independent, and innovative researches. The students of this course will learn



and challenge an advanced level of more sophisticated applied methods to handle both
quantitative and qualitative research data, and this would lead them to have genuinely
heuristic experience of learning. Since every content of this course provision demands
the basic knowledge of research discipline in social studies, the students will be
recommended to have completed the related courses in the introductory level such as
statistics. From grounded theory to ethnographic research and advanced statistical
application, this course will enhance every student’s intellectual foundation to design,
sophisticate, and progress her/his independent study. A variety of combinatorial

lecturing approaches, including tutorials and group works, will be carried in this course.
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(3) Social Impacts of Brain Science <4 credits>

In the contemporary medical science, human brain still remains the least known
area. The theme of pursuing better understanding of the brain mechanism will
entail the formation of a new intellectual platform that brings in heterogeneous
subjects in both art and science. This course explores a new intellectual boundary
of going much further than informing the frontier of brain research from the
perspective of science and technology; it aims to bring in a variety of new debating
themes in humanity studies such as philosophy, divinity and ethics, and integrate
these to the ongoing cutting-edge scientific investigation on human brain. This will
inspire the students not only to enrich their multidisciplinary knowledge but also
to lead intellectual debates on the global impact of the furtherance of brain science.
A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches, including tutorials and group works,

will be applied to this course to facilitate the students’ active learning in the class.
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(4) Human Intelligence <4 credits>
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The evolution of human intelligence has been the fundamental of every human
achievement. This course deals with a critical theme in Global Liberal Arts of how the
reciprocal dynamics between human intelligence and progress has been generated.
Students will learn the subject from multiple perspectives; the structure and working
mechanism of intelligence development from scientific to psychological and
philosophical viewpoint as well. The contents of this course help the students to
achieve comprehensive understanding of Artificial Intelligence, which mimics the
nature of human intelligence in decision making, processing information, and some
other functions. Alongside the traditional method of lecturing at class, this course will
also provide experiences of basic experiments to support the students’ active self-

learning.

(5) Design and Society <4 credits>

The conceptual range of design in this course reaches far beyond the traditional
view of product or system design, and this leads to reconsidering the significance
of philosophy, concepts, skills, and technologies in every design. This course
provides the three-fold learning contents to foster students’ intellectual challenge:
firstly, the two or three classes in the early phase will deliver a historical view of
the evolution of concept and philosophy of design in global perspective; then,

throughout the second phase, the students will learn the dynamic nature and



leading theories of the contemporary design management; and the following final
stage is set to facilitate the students’ active debates, mainly on the organic
connexion between design and the global society in the past, the present, and the
future. A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches, including tutorials, group
projects, will be applied to this course to facilitate the students’ active learning in the

class.
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(6) Design Practice <4 credits>

In this project-based learning course, students are instructed to apply their concepts
to their actual practice to learn design management practically. In terms of selecting
and starting up single or plural project(s), both the lecturer and the students should
pursue various forms of collaboration. The collaborating organizations could be of firms,
local communities, NPOs, and others in need for creative solutions. The essential aim
of this course is to create the most active, realistic, and dynamic educational
environment for the students to experience the state-of-the-art learning-by-doing
throughout the course. Rather than stand in front, the lecturer is expected to
coordinate and support students’ spontaneous activities of applying their original

design concept to the challenge of new value creation.
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(7) Social Change with AI <4 credits>

Artificial intelligence has attracted a great deal of public attention, and a distinctive
majority of the attention concerns the progress and potential from the
technological perspective. This course attempts to apply the theme of Al to foster
students’ critical and creative thinking and focus upon understanding the
unprecedented pace of the development of AI and its social consequences
henceforth. In the first half of the entire course, they will learn and debate themes
on what Al is and where it has been around us; and the second half deals with
how and why the humankind progresses together with AI. The intellectual
challenge of this course resides in looking into the philosophical definition of
intelligence, and this will induce intensive philosophical debates on reconsidering

the concept of humanity itself.
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(8) Special Lecture on Innovation Studies I <2 credits>

This special course focuses upon learning the nature of innovation from the
scientific and engineering views. This approach would enable the students to see
the technical continuity and discontinuity, and in addition, the noticeably
irreversible path-dependency within every successful case of innovation in global
perspective. Alongside the case of success, the failures of the past in science and
technological development should be lectured and debated to reconsider how the
scientific foundation of innovation should be understood, and why it is significant
for now and the future. A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches, including
tutorials and group works, will be applied to this course to facilitate the students’ active

learning in the class.
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(9) Special Lecture on Innovation Studies II <2 credits>

The key contents of this course are threefold: the first is concerned with the
contemporary theories in innovation management in global perspective, and
therefore, a well-organised outline of managerial disciplines in the field of global
business administration will be introduced; and secondly, the significance of
technological progress in facilitating innovation will be discussed; last but not the
least, the students will be encouraged to plan and design their new business
models of leading the future innovation. The pedagogical effect of this course
resides in fostering practicality within the students’ minds, i.e. business mind for
innovation. A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches, including tutorials and
group works, will be applied to this course to facilitate the students’ active learning in

the class.
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(10) InternshipI <1 credit>

In this course of internship, students will acquire more practical competence of
problem-finding and problem-solving through experiences at actual business
organization (for about a week), where students will internalize what they have learned
through coursework of the curriculum. Students will participate in the pre-internship
lectures in which to learn the meaning of internship, while they will also participate in

post-internship sessions, after they finish internship, to verbalize and share what they



have learned through their experience at internship.
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(11) Internship II <2 credits>

In this course of internship, students will acquire more practical competence of
problem-finding and problem-solving through experiences at actual business
organization (for about two weeks), where students will internalize what they have
learned through coursework of the curriculum. Students will participate in the pre-
internship lectures in which to learn the meaning of internship, while they will also
participate in post-internship sessions, after they finish internship, to verbalize and

share what they have learned through their experience at internship.
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(12) Humanity and Global Conflict <4 credits>

Regardless of the intensity of violence, conflict has been a consistently inevitable
evil, witnessed in every period, every region, and every civilisation in global history.
This course assists the students to develop their independent intellectual
foundations of looking at the nature of conflict squarely and seeing through the
common context of human conflict; this will require close collaboration between
the lecturer and the students to accomplish the common aim, viz. understanding
the structure and mechanism of human conflict of the past and the present better,
and most importantly, fostering both individual and collective tolerance to deal

sensibly with any upcoming conflict in the future.
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(13) Social and Technological Innovation <4 credits>

This course consists of the following three phases of learning. The first concerns
understanding social innovation. Social innovation has emerged as a relatively new
concept in innovation studies, and attracted a considerable level of attention
recently. Theorisation is under progress, and this course introduces the state-of-
the-art research contents to present the forefront of the field. Since the scholarly
foundation has been principally case-study-driven, a wide array of global cases.
The second phase deals with the history and nature of technological innovation.
Every technological progress has triggered distinct social changes, and the
students will be guided to understand the initiation, formation, and diffusion of
technologies, leading innovation. Then in the third stage, the lecturer and the
students will engage intensive debates on the dynamic and organic cohesiveness
between social and technological innovation from global perspective. In going
beyond discussion, positive application to their innovative practice in both mock

and real business projects will be encouraged.
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(14) Leadership in Global Perspective <4 credits>

Since close collaboration amongst the students and the lecturer is essential to



understand the multifaceted nature of leadership, this course will engage a series
of group simulation games of leading classmates to achieve provided tasks. The
most distinctive potential of leadership studies is present in its comprehensive and
universal relevance to all institutional perspectives, namely, those of political, social,
and business institutions for betterment of humankind. For instance, a series of
intensive debates on Ghandi would sophisticate the students’ intelligence of
understanding the nature of political and social leadership. This course therefore
delivers a pivotal platform for the students that bridges humanity and social
science in multidisciplinary perspective, and theory and active practice of
leadership in global perspective. A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches,
including tutorials and group works, will be applied to this course to facilitate the

students’ active learning in the class.
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(15) Human Security in Developing Societies <4 credits>

In the field of peace-building and security, the transformation of technology
institutions and society entailed by the globalization has brought about new forms
of threats and crises while it is also fostering new frameworks of solutions and
opportunities. In this course, students will learn theory and reality of Human
Security, especially in terms of human rights and capability, particularly in the
context of developing societies in Asia. A variety of combinatorial lecturing
approaches, including tutorials and group works, will be applied to this course to

facilitate the students’ active learning in the class.
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