GLA Course Description

Note:

Courses marked with "*" are compulsory.

Language

(1) Academic English <4 credits>

This class is designed to enhance students’ academic skills for successful study at
Australian National University. The class aims to improve the essential skills of
academic life as university students: researching a topic, utilizing academic resources,
thinking logically and critically, reading and writing academic texts, developing effective
oral presentation skills, and participating in class-room discussions. The class consists
of lectures and discussions in topics in humanities and social sciences, as well as
academic skills workshops. This course seeks to help students to settle smoothly into

university life abroad.
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(2) Japanese Language I <2 credits>

This course is for students who have no prior knowledge of Japanese language, and
aims at laying the foundations for acquisition of the language by providing instructions
on elementary Japanese grammar and vocabulary. Students will learn to speak about
common concrete topics such as themselves, their family and places of origin, using
simple sentences and formulaic expressions. Students will learn basic parts of speech
and conjugation rules as well as the basics of the written language, namely, hiragana

and katakana and the most basic kanji characters
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Japanese Language II <2 credits>

This course is for the students who have finished Japanese I or its equivalent and
continues with the study of elementary grammar, vocabulary and kanji. Students will
learn to conduct basic conversation needed for everyday life, to describe and explain
the situations and changes that take place in their immediate surroundings, to
express their beliefs, wishes, plans and expectations, and use the grammar for
comparison and qualification in their speech and writing. They will also learn to

modify their speech styles appropriately for occasions.
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Japanese Language III <2 credits>

This course is for the students who have finished Japanese I and II or have the
comparable level of knowledge of Japaneseand examines more advanced grammar,
vocabulary, and kanji. Students will enrich their speech using expressions of ability,
intentions, and transactions of favors and benefits. They will also learn to describe
matters in detail using conditional and temporal clauses, to present statements as
impressions, possibilities, and hearsays, and to add emotional subtleties such as

regrets and wishes.
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Japanese Language IV <2 credits>

This course is for the students who have finished Japanese I, II and III, or have
already achieved a comparable level of proficiency in Japanese. Student will learn the
honorifics so that they can function appropriately in situations that require close
attention to personal relations. Students will also learn complex predicate structures
such as the passive and causative voices, which will help them with the coherence

and cohesion of their speech. At the end of the term, the students will have learned



all that is commonly referred to as the basic Japanese grammar as well as vocabulary
and kanji that will prepare them for continued study at the intermediate and

advanced levels.
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