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In Studies in the Intellectual History of Tokugawa Japan, Maruyama Masao
brought up the central problem of historical transformation from the
Japanese ethnos (minzoku) to the Japanese nation (kokumin), and his argu-
ment in this anthology is guided by an inquiry into how to establish the
political technologies necessary to manufacture the nation equipped with
"political national consciousness,” which would identify with a national
community spontaneously from within, out of the awareness of their com-
mon characteristics (bunka-teki ittaisei). "Before a people can become a
nation, they must actively desire to belong to a common community and
participate in common institutions, or at least consider such a situation
to be desirable.” Here Maruyama poses the main theme of his inquiry,
which incidentally is also an analysis of the mechanism in which the desire
for Japanese thought is produced in the history of Japanese thought. It is
worth noting, furthermore, that the nation that is to come into being
through identification with a national community is already given its unity
as a community of national culture, as a community whose cultural iden-
tity has been achieved. And the being of the nation is defined as follows:
“In other words, we can say that a nation exists only if the members of a
given group of men are aware of the common characteristics that they
share with each other and that distinguish them from other nations as a
special nation and possess some desire to preserve and foster this unity.”
As a consequence, the history of Japanese thought is narrated as the devel-
opment of the thought of the Japanese ethnos (whose mode of being, to
use Tanabe Hajime's terminology, is that of a substratum, kitai) into that of
the Japanese nation (whose mode of being is that of subject, shutai), while
the Japanese as the subject of thought has to be assumed to have been en-
during throughout the development. And Maruyama argues that national
consciousness emerges simultaneously as the comparative consciousness
emerges that contrasts the Japanese with other nations. In the end, his
critical attention focuses both on how they have failed to accomplish the
"decisionistic” gathering of the national consciousness, of the conscious-
ness of political communality, and on what the historical conditions for
this failure are.

[Hua]

Copyright 1997 by the Regents of the University of Minnesota Sakai, N. (1997).
Translation and subjectivity: On "Japan" and Cultural Nationalism. Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, pp.64-65.

Reproduced with the permisgion of the University of Minnesota Press.
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We need first to establish a framework of reference to discuss
“Court” and “Bakufi.” It is customary to view Kamakura Japan
as a period of bipolar power centers in Kyoto and Kamakura—
courtier government (kuge seiken) and wartior government (buke
seiken). The dualism seems inescapable when Kamakura is com-
pared with the Muromachi period, when kuge seiken finally dis-
appeared. By contrast, Kamakura Japan appears to be a battle-
ground for unitary control between the two competing power
centers. In fact, the emergence of the two poles has caused some
scholars to question the existence of a Japanese state during this
period. It has led others to develop a state theory of multiple
private elements {kemmon) competing mutually for power., In
my own view, what happened during the Kamakura period is a
classic case of “promotion,” in which an institution designed to be
system-serving {the Bakufu as an organ of state) “promoted” itself
to a self-serving role (the Bakufu as national government). In the

late Heian period, in a similar manner, the insei, a special-purpose
institution designed to organize the interests of the imperial house,
was rajsed to the level of a general-purpose institution, in effect
becoming the major governmental organ of state. In many ways,
the Kamakura power struggle was a contest between these two
newly promoted institutions—the insei and the Bakufu,

During the Kamakurz period, the promotion of the Bakufu was
an uneven process. The advances and retreats were due to political
difficulties within both the Court and Bakufu as well as between
the two. Moreover, the promotion of the Bakufu was not totally
the result -of its own attempts at aggrandizement. On the contrary,
Bakufu leaders accepted the concept of cooperation with the Court
and exercised considerable restraint. Kamakura was often beseeched
to exercise authoerity it did not seek, and it frequently refused.
Likewise, the Bakufu on many occasions chose not to invade areas
of Court authority when jt had the opportunity. The Kyoto-
Kamakura relationship was basically symbiotic, a “joint polity,”
as we will see in the pages that follow, .

GEE

Excerpted from: Court and Bakufu in Japan: Essays in Kamakura History
Mass, Jeffrey (editor) Copyright (c)1982 by Jeffrey P. Mass
All rights reserved. With the permission of Stanford University Press, www.sup.org
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The new constitution’s most radical imposition was Article 9,
which proclaimed that “the Japanese people forever renounce war
as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as a
means of settling international disputes.” Article 9 has been a point
of contention ever since its establishment, not least because even the
Occupation authorities swiftly came to regret it. A Japan without a
military was a Japan that relied upon the US to defend it—a handy
excuse for bases on Japanese soil, but an easy target for isolationist
campaigners in Washington. Meanwhile, the proclamation of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949, and the outbreak of the Korean
War in 1950, wurned Japan from a supposedly pacifist nation into
Americas “unsinkable aircraft carrier” in the Pacific. The Oc¢cupa-
tion forces had originally arrived with the intention of demilitarizing
and possibly even deindustrializing Japan in order to remove the
forces that had motivated its imperial expansion. It was hence a mat-
ter of [uck for the Japanese that the concerns of the Cold War caused
their American mdsters to reconsider and retrench partway through
the Occupation. The encouragement of Japan's left wing was no
longer regarded as a welcome element of democracy, but as a social-
ist agitation that needed to be contained. The breakup of the zaibatsu

was curtailed or suspended, and factories slated for decommission-
ing were instead retooled for new purposes. As for the renunciation

of war, while the Occupation was still rolling, the authorities found
enough of a loophole to inaugurate a 75,000-man-strong “National
Police Reserve” that would eventually grow into a Self-Defense
Force——which, to outside observers, looks suspiciously like an army,
navy, and air force. Its existence was justified by the claim thar it
was intended solely for self-defense—ijets, for example, lacked the
long-range fuel tanks required for actacking foreign countries—and
hence did not contravene Article 9’s renunciation of military aggres-
sion. In decades to come, Article 9 would invite new complaints
from abroad—that Japan was enjoying the fruits of other nations’
military protection without providing substantial contribution of
its own. This would become particularly notable in the 1990s, when
resource-poor Japan was accused of being a prime beneficiary of the
Gulf War despite fielding no troops in it.

(Hisi]
Clements, J. (2017). Brief History of Japan. Tuttle Publishing, pp.225-226.
Reproduced with permission of the publisher.
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