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‘Annexation’ in 1910 meant that the Great Han Empire had come to an
end and Korea became simply one region, known as Chosen, within the
Empire of Japan. The Japanese Residency-General of the protectorate
period (1905-10) was reorganized as the Government-General of Korea
as real and total colonial rule got underway. The Governor-General
reported directly to the emperor and was almost completely free of
control by the cabinet. He exercised absolute power in the colony, com-
bining in his one office administrative, legislative and military author-
ity.memenappointedasGovemms-Genualomeenwereanarmy

and navy admirals. The first Governor-General of Korea was
Terauchi Masatake (1852-1919), who had been Resident-General at the
time of ‘annexation’ and who stayed on as Governor-General. He was fol-
lowed by a total of eight Governors-General through to 1945,

[ 8]
Kang, M. (2005). A history of contemporary Korea. Folkestone: Global Oriental, p.5.

Reproduced with the permission of the publisher.

B2 ROXEZHAFBICRLAERIWN,

After seizing Korea by force, the Japanese chose the method of military
rule in order to govern Korea. This approach, however, proved to be inef-
fective because of the Koreans’ strong sense of national cultural pride.
Despite the harsh nature of Japanese military rule, the Korean people
rose up in the nation-wide protest of the March First Movement of 1919,
fewer than ten years after annexation. Japan, caught off guard, did
succeed in suppressing the movement by mobilizing strong military
forces, but the Japanese concluded that they would not be able to control
the Koreans by military rule and decided to change their policy. The new
policy was one of using appeasement to divide and weaken the national
liberation movement front.
 This new approach, known as ‘Cultural Politics’, included such fea-
tures as administrative reforms that targeted bureaucratism and for-
malism, measures to reduce disaimination in the recruitment and
treatment of Korean officials, and steps to allow some degree of the
of the will of the people through freedom of speech, press
and assembly. It also involved efforts to improve public welfare through
Jeforms in education, industry, traffic, police and sanitation systems,
moves to foster public morals and build clvilian power through a
system of local seif-rule, and displays of respect for Korean culture and
customs.

[ ]
Kang, M. (2005). A history of contemporary Korea. Folkestone: Global Oriental, p.11.

Reproduced with the permission of the publisher.
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