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National Character of Japan and China as Depicted in Dictionaries (III)

i

KA Go

Abstract : In this paper the author compares similarities and differences between Chinese and Japanese
society, history, ways of thinking and manners of behaviour based on analyzing words in authoritative
dictionaries of Chinese and Japanese language. Two previous papers by the author have been published in
Ritsumeikan Kokusai Kenkyu, vol. 28, no. 3 and no. 4, 2016. Investigations of words such as “empire”,
“emperor of Japan”, “modern times” and “recent times” show the co-existence of Confucianism and
Buddhism as an ethos during the Meiji reformation of Japan. In Japanese dictionaries the explanations of
these words reflect diversity and individuals of historical views as well as ambiguities of expression. Further
investigation of political terms like “contention of a hundred schools of thought” and “right to rebel against

reactionaries” reveals a lot of modern Chinese vocabulary and the influence of the Mao Zedong era in

Japanese dictionaries.

Keywords : national character, China, Japan, dictionary, language, society, history, Mao Zedong era
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