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The Process of Establishing Kyoto City Sign Language Club “Mimizuku”
and Its Activities in an Early Stage

NISHIDA Akiko '

Abstract : The sign language learning club “Mimizuku” began as Japan’s first sign language club. It started
from an encounter between a woman who wants to learn sign language, a sign language interpreter, and a
deaf person.

The purpose of “Mimizuku” is not only learning sign language, but also becoming a good friend to deaf
people. The goal is to strive for a society free of discrimination and prejudice. It is engaged in interaction
with the deaf and participating in the movement supporting the disabled.

“Mimizuku” has been discussing the role and significance of sign language interpretation. This has led to
establishing a sign language interpreter problem study group.

“Mimizuku” says that in order to learn sign language, it is necessary to learn from the lives of deaf people.

Keywords : sign language club, sign language interpreter, sign language interpreting system, organization

i Lecturer in Osaka college of health welfare



