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The Meaning of Max Weber’s “Scientific Problem”
MITOMA Toshiyuki '

Abstract : This article aims to reveal the meaning of Max Weber’s “scientific problem.” I start by asking the
meaning of a sentence in his article “Die ‘Objektivitit’ sozialwissenschaftlicher und sozialpolitischer
Erkenntnis.” This is not only a small interpretative question. I examine his “Objektivitdt” article as a
platform of the new scientific journal, because that article appeared in the “first” volume of Archiv fiir
Sozialwissenschaft und Sozialpolitik, edited by W. Sombart, E. Jaffe and Weber. However, strictly speaking,
that was not the “first” volume because there was a preceding journal, Archiv fiir Soziale Gesetzgebung und
Statistik, edited by H. Braun. Weber argued the “tendency” of both journals in order to keep new one’s
scientific approach and impartiality. He declared that both of them had no “tendency” but they unavoidably
had some “character” because of their contributors. In this point, I establish that Weber’s “scientific
problem” did not exist only scientifically. He pointed out that man could come up with a scientific problem
through one’s idea of (social) practice. His idea of a “scientific problem” is important when we think how he

constructed his science at the turn of the century when many new “sciences” appeared.

Keywords : Max Weber, science, practice, objectivity
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