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War Experience as Reminiscence :
A Study on the Life Story of a Child Soldier Who Served
in the Imperial Japanese Navy

WATANABE Yusuke '

Abstract : In the closing stages of the Asia—Pacific War, the narrator of the life story discussed in this study
was a militarist boy who volunteered in the Imperial Japanese Navy, having longed for a navy-blue sailor
uniform. In the navy, he suffered such severe beatings and other abuse that he considered suicide; he also
faced fierce battles that had resulted in a large number of deaths. Despite these difficulties, after the war, he
worked in the Japan Self-Defense Forces until his retirement. This means that he voluntarily served in
military organizations twice, before and after the defeat in the war. He did not critically reflect on his war
experience, ask himself questions about war responsibility, or speak aloud of any anti-war convictions. His
comrades were killed during battle, but he seems not to have been troubled by survivor guilt. Rather, he
often spoke nostalgically about his war experience. The objective of this study was to reconstruct the life
story of a former child soldier who recounted his experiences and to reveal how, through his military life,
he had faced war and how he gave meaning to his experience. His recollection of war experience, in which
he seems to look back to military life with nostalgia, is not inferior to accounts that bring tragic and anti-war

sentiment to the fore and can help to further understand war as a social phenomenon.

Keywords : sociology of war, interview, volunteer soldier, military life
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