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From November 1-3 of this year, I was pleased and honored to be invited
again to participate in Ritsumeikan University’s volunteer support project for
people living in Ishinomaki City and the surrounding areas. Working with the
director, Prof. Masuda, is always a rewarding, educational, and inspiring
experience.

Every year, of course, we are able to see how the cities and villages there in
the Tohoku region are “re-building” in terms of construction and infrastructure.
What is much less visible, however, is how those who lived through and survived
that disaster nine years ago are regaining the will, strength, and cautious
optimism for the future in their hearts and minds. This is where Ritsumeikan
and Prof. Masuda’s approach and work proves to be so successful.

Each year, we meet some of the same people that we have met before in the

community. You can feel that they are so encouraged even by the simple



gesture of us having returned, as promised, to see them again. And every year

we are able to make new friends both within our own project team and with

local people.

Although there is no doubt that the picture book reading and music programs

are very well received, what is clearly more significant and lasting is the fact

that (while largely unspoken), those of us on both sides, while having to say our

“goodbyes” at the end, will be keeping each other in our hearts and minds all

through the year. There is a feeling that we will never be too far away and are

ready at any time to meet, encourage, and help each other again in any way

possible.

And as always, I do believe that everyone on this year’s project team will

agree that we received far more than we were able to give:-- Thank-you.

Sincerely, Robbin Lloyd
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