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Max Weber and “Modern Culture” :
The Research Question of His Protestant Ethic Article (2)

MITOMA Toshiyuki '

Abstract : In chapter 1 of this article, I argue concerning some misunderstanding about Max Weber’s
Protestant Ethic article, that assumes that ascetic Protestantismus would promote economic development. In
chapter 2, I investigate the logical structure of Weber’s article’s section 1, chapter 1 because this
misunderstanding occurs frequently at the beginning of his article. Weber shows in section 1 of his chapter
1, ‘Religious Affiliation and Social Stratification,” the phenomenon that people who own capital, employees,
more highly educated skilled workers, and more highly trained technical or business personnel in modern
companies tend to be overwhelmingly Protestant. He examines some hypotheses to explain this, and
dismisses them for their defects. Finally, he shows the point of his article’s problem, which is not the
problem itself. That is below: his investigation should focus on Protestantismus’s purely religious features if
an inner affinity is to be discovered at all between certain streams of the old Protestant spirit and the
modern culture of capitalism. Weber should argue ‘the Spirit of Capitalism’ and ‘Luther’s Conception of the

Calling’ before he fully reveals the question of his article.

Keywords : Weber, Protestant Ethic article, Protestantismus, spirit, the culture of capitalism, modern

culture, Social Stratification, inner affinity
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