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In case the contents of Application Guidelines need to be changed due to the novel coronavirus infection, the information
will be updated on “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”. Please be sure

to check our website http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/.
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- Please check the “Supplement to Application Guidelines” which includes information about applying for admission,
taking the entrance examination, completing the admission procedures, etc.
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[ Graduate School of Economics ]

Educational Mission

I. Overall
The general mission of the Graduate School of Economics is to develop scholars and professionals who can
contribute to the society as just and ethical global citizens (“The Ritsumeikan Charter”’) with high levels of
academic knowledge and analytical skills in economics.

I1. Master’s Program

1. Economic Theory and Policy Course
This course provides a master program based on the topics from the core curricula to the applied subjects of
economics in order to produce economic researchers and highly-specialized professionals who can analyze
economic problems and provide appropriate policy solutions to the problems.

2. Regional Economy and Management Research Course
This course focuses on regional economic analysis methods and develops regional policy making and
management abilities based on fundamental economic theories. The course aims to cultivate highly-
specialized professionals in both the public and private sector who can propose policies capable of ensuring
the sustainable development of local areas confronted with enormous difficulties.

3. Tax and Financial Affairs Course
To cultivate specialists in accounting, taxation and corporate finance, this course offers a master program
focusing primarily on the practical field related to law and business management as well as economics.
Providing academic support for the acquisition of additional higher qualifications, the course develops
professional accountants with high-quality skills who can meet the needs of the age.

4. Master’s Program in Economic Development (MPED)
Conducted entirely in English, this program is designed to provide international students with a sound
understanding and appreciation of current issues and skills in economics, with a major focus on economic
development in developing countries. Using its international environment, the program also offers to
Japanese students wishing to cooperate with other countries and play active roles on the global stage the
opportunity to develop high communicative competence in English. The aim of MPED is to produce
international professionals with highly-specialized skills in global business and policy enforcement.

III. Doctoral Program

Through this program, researchers acquire a broad perspective, higher specialization in knowledge and skills,
and a superior capacity to pioneer new spheres of research on their own. Also, in answer to the worldwide need
for specialists with doctorate qualifications, this program develops human resources (including foreign students)
with internationally acknowledged logical and creative thinking abilities.

Diploma Policy

I. Master’s Program

As described above, the purpose of the Graduate School is to train first-rate researchers and highly skilled
professionals equipped with a high level of expertise in economics and its application as well as communication
skills they can employ on the global stage. The Graduate School has clearly defined capabilities (educational
goals) students must attain to complete the Master’s Program, as will be stated below. Students are granted the
degree of master (economics) once they obtain the capabilities and meet the requirements established by the
Graduate School for degree completion. At that point, they are considered to have reached the educational goals
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we have identified.

(1) Educational goals common to the courses
(capabilities, skills, expertise, etc., students are required to attain in order to obtain the degree)

(i)
(i)

(iii)

Acquire knowledge of fundamental theories of economics and their application required to pursue
higher-level theoretical studies.

Acquire the capabilities to apply economics theories in order to analyze the present-day economic
system and phenomena observed within together with their historical developments, and to propose
policies to solve problems.

Acquire a high level of global communication capability and general-purpose skills required of first-
rate professionals.

(2) Educational goals for individual courses

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Economic Theory and Policy Course

Acquire a thorough understanding of the range of economics theories used on the global stage, gain the
basic skills needed for theoretical analysis, and acquire globally competitive capabilities required of
highly skilled professionals to think logically, solve problems, and propose policies.

Regional Economy and Management Research Course

Acquire a diverse array of specialist knowledge for devising regional economy and management plans
based on fundamental economic theories, gain the skills required to elucidate various regional economic
issues and acquire the ability develop appropriate policies based on field survey analyses.

Tax and Financial Affairs Course

Acquire accounting, tax, and corporate finance expertise that, from an economics point of view, straddles
the boundary between law and business administration, as well as capabilities required of highly skilled
professionals to meet the needs of the times.

Master’s Program in Economic Development (MPED)

Acquire high-level global communication skills as well as a thorough understanding of the fundamental
theories of economics and their application in order to work as a highly skilled, global-level professional,
such as a researcher who can conduct higher-level theoretical and empirical analyses.

(3) Criteria for evaluation of theses and other achievements
In order to ensure objectivity and transparency, the Graduate School Master’s Program has established
criteria for the evaluation of theses and other achievements. Theses presented by students are evaluated
according to the following criteria.
(i) Academic significance of the research theme; (ii) Appropriateness of the research methodology; (iii)
Systematicity and consistency of the structure of thesis or other achievement; (iv) Appropriateness in dealing
with previous studies; and (v) Clarity and consistency of the developed argument.

II. Doctoral Program

The Graduate School has clearly defined capabilities (educational goals) students must reach before they
complete the Doctoral Program. Students are granted the degree of doctor (economics) once they obtain the
capabilities and meet the requirements established by the Graduate School for degree completion. At that point,
they are considered to have reached the human capital development goals we have identified.

(1) Educational goals
(capabilities, skills, expertise, etc., students are required to achieve in order to obtain the degree)

(i)

(i)

Acquire advanced technical knowledge of economics theories and their application required to be able
to pursue research in an original way and make a contribution to the academic development of the
discipline.

Acquire the abilities needed in order to work as a highly skilled, global-level professional, equipped
with a broader perspective, logical-thinking capabilities, and advanced international communication
skills.
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(2) Criteria for evaluation of theses

In order to ensure objectivity and transparency, the Graduate School Doctoral Program has established
criteria for the evaluation of doctoral theses as well as standards successful doctoral theses must meet.
Theses presented by students are evaluated according to the following criteria and standards.

(i) Academic significance of the research theme as well as its contribution to the discipline and its originality;
(ii)Appropriateness and novelty of the research methodology; (iii) Systematicity and consistency of the
thesis structure; (iv) Appropriateness in dealing with previous studies; and (v) Clarity and consistency of the
developed argument.

Curriculum Policy

I. Master’s Program

In order to reach the human capital development goals we have identified, the Master’s Program offers three
courses under the following curriculum policy guidelines.

(1) Curriculum policies common to the courses

First-year students learn major subjects, including core subjects for individual courses, in a systematic and
efficient manner in order to gain advanced expertise in each field as well as general-purpose skills required
of experts (ability to describe, produce a thesis, and collect and analyze data and information). Lectures
carefully selected to help students master the general-purpose skills. Students are required to take all the
compulsory core subjects as well as several elective subjects in order to complete the program. The elective
subjects taught by various teachers allow the students to learn across different courses. This gives students
greater flexibility and discretion in deciding which subjects they want to take along with the major subjects.
In order to gain more advanced expertise and develop research abilities, both first-year and second-year
students of the Master’s Course are required to attend a seminar. Second-year students choose and study a
theme under a supervisor approved by the Graduate School to prepare a degree thesis which must meet the
criteria established by the Graduate School. In striving to conduct objective evaluations and help students
keep pace and produce high-quality theses, as part of the program, the Graduate School requires its students
to give presentations at open seminars held by the Graduate School.

(2) Curriculum policies for individual courses

Together with the curriculum policies common to all courses, the following curriculum has been established

for individual courses which aim at achieving educational goals of their own.

(i) Economic Theory and Policy Course
This course provides students with advanced knowledge of economics and broad academic expertise. It
is intended to help students develop capabilities to analyze various economic phenomena from a unique
perspective, evaluate the effectiveness of economic policies, and formulate them themselves.
This course, which is included in the curriculum to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, designates
fundamental subjects of economics—introduction to social science, microeconomic theory, and
macroeconomic theory—as core subjects. By selecting this course to make these subjects mandatory,
students can surely and efficiently acquire technical knowledge and have the opportunity to learn a
broad range of subjects.

(i) Regional Economy and Management Research Course
This course cultivates specialists capable of effective regional management who can analyze regional
economics from various angles and develop and implement economic policies that aim for sustainable
development of local areas. By understanding the unique histories and cultural backgrounds of regional
economies, students become experts at developing regional economic policies.
In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, students will engage in PBL (Project Based
Learning) such as field work and practical surveys while learning about the various fields necessary for
understanding regional economics and cultivate their ability to discover actual problems and develop
corresponding polices.
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(iii) Tax and Financial Affairs Course
This course prepares students to become accounting, tax, and corporate finance experts who can meet
the needs of the times. It aims at helping students become highly skilled professionals by providing
them with tax expertise—including international taxation—as well as the ability to conduct theoretical
analyses of various tax systems.
This course, which is included in the curriculum to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, designates
tax laws and tax systems as core subjects. By selecting this course to make these subjects mandatory,
students can acquire advanced knowledge in a systematic way as well as problem-solving abilities
required of tax experts. As part of the curriculum, the course also includes topics that correspond to the
new Certified Public Tax Accountant Act, helping students obtain the qualification.

(iv) Master’s Program in Economic Development (MPED)
This course is designed to train researchers and global professionals with advanced global communication
skills and a high level of expertise, capable of cooperating with various other countries, including
developing countries, and being widely active in international community development. The course
welcomes competent foreign students from many countries around the world, especially from Asia. All
lectures, seminars, and thesis guidance communications between instructors and students are conducted
in English.
This course designates microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics as core subjects. By
making these subjects mandatory, students can acquire a high level of expertise as well as the advanced
skills required for the analysis of phenomena observed in the global economy in the fields of international
finance, economic development, international trade, environmental policy, public policy, infrastructure
policy, and international cooperation projects.

I1. Doctoral Program

In order to reach the educational goals we have identified, the Graduate School has designed Doctoral Program
schemes to give students research guidance relevant to their fields of study.

Admission Policy

The Graduate School of Economics’ MA Program is committed to educating researchers and professionals with
special knowledge of economics and high-level international communication skills. The Master’s Program
offers four different courses to meet the diverse needs from students about the research areas and specialist
fields; (1) Economic Theory and Policy Course, (2) Regional Economy and Management Research Course, (3)
Tax and Financial Affairs Course, where these three courses are taught in Japanese, and (4) Master’s Program
in Economic Development (MPED), which is taught in English. The Graduate School of Economics seeks
applicants who have qualification as follows in order to achieve the educational goals. Researchers with original
perspectives, graduate students pursuing professional careers, and individuals who apply the results of their
study in the Graduate School of Economics to their own work. The students admitted to the Master’s programs
are expected to have at least an undergraduate level of knowledge in economics and related areas, as well as
sufficient Japanese or English communication skills to perform research.

The Graduate School of Economics’ Doctoral Program invites applicants who have acquired in-depth special
knowledge and excellent analytical skills in economic theory and applied areas through research in a master’s
program, with the capacity to utilize their own intellectual curiosity and thoughts in the analysis and study of
economic phenomena, and who possess the potential ability to produce the creative research results.
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September 2021 Enrollment

<
Master’s Program, Graduate School of Economics ﬁ
APPLICATION GUIDELINES for e
. . . . U)
Regular Admissions (Master’s Program in Economic Development) o
[There is no April enrollment for MPED course at Graduate School of Economics] UaQ
I. Major, Degree, Enrollment Capacity and Number of Students to be Admitted %
Major Degree Enrollment Limit Number Recruited
Major in Economics Master’s
Master’s Program in Economic 50 A few
Degree

Development(MPED)

— Number of Enrollment Capacity includes all the number admitted through the other entrance examination methods.

— Depending on the situation of application and results of entrance examination, the number of successful candidate could
be less than the Recruitment Number.
— All classes offered at MPED are conducted in English.

Applicant must fulfill both Requirement 1 and 2;

<1>

Have an official language score of at least TOEFL iBT® Test 68, IELTS 5.5, TOEIC* Listening & Reading Test

650 or its equivalent.

<2>

Fulfill one of the following application criteria (1) to (12):

(1) Persons who have graduated from a university* or who are expected to graduate from such before being
enrolled at the graduate school
*“University” refers to one of the universities listed in Article 83 of the School Education Act (formal

undergraduate programs offered by universities in Japan)

(2) Persons who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree by the National Institution for Academic Degrees and
Quality Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being
enrolled at the graduate school

(3) Persons who have completed a 16-year program at an overseas school or who are expected to complete
such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school

(4) Persons who have completed a 3-year program or a program of more than 3 years (5 years for programs
pursuing a medical degree, a dentistry degree, a pharmacy degree, or a veterinary degree) (*2) and have
been awarded a degree by an overseas university or school (*1) which is recognized as being equivalent
to a bachelor's degree or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at the
graduate school. (the 2016 ordinance of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
No. 19)

(5) Persons who have completed a 16-year program of an overseas school by taking its correspondence course
in Japan or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school

(6) Persons who have completed the program of an overseas school in Japan that is recognized as being
equivalent to an overseas university by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school

(7) Persons who have completed a specialized program at a special training school designated by the Minister
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology after the date designated by said minister or who
are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school

(8) Persons who have completed the program at a university under the prewar educational system (the 1953
Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-1 to 4, and the 1955
Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-1)

(9) Persons who have completed a program at any of the educational institutions affiliated with governmental
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ministries and agencies, such as the National Defense Academy in Japan, the Japan Coast Guard Academy,
and the Meteorological College or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at
the graduate school (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture,
No.5-5t0 9, and the 1955 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-2)

(10) Persons who hold a specialized or first-category teaching license for elementary schools, junior high
schools, high schools, kindergartens, or schools for disabled children under the Educational Personnel
Certification Law or who are expected to obtain such a license before being enrolled at the graduate school
and who have reached 22 years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled at the
graduate school, or who have other teaching licenses and are designated by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (or who are expected to meet specific requirements before being
enrolled at the graduate school) (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and
Culture, No. 5-10 to 12)

(11) Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and who are
recognized as having enough academic ability to study at Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools (*3)

(12) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university
graduates by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of individual preliminary screening
and who have reached 22 years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled at the
graduate school (*3)

*1 The university or the school shall be evaluated by an organization approved by a relevant official institution
in the country for their education and research activities or recognized as so by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

*2 The program shall include a correspondence course which enables students to study in Japan by a university
or school which is approved by the educational system of the country and satisfy the above requirements.

*3 Persons who fall under category (11) and (12) should be subject to the individual preliminary screening in
order to be qualified to apply for admission. Please refer to page 60 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines” and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.

—If you have any questions about above criteria, for example, how to understand school years and /or degree
you completed at overseas institution, please inquire of the Administrative Office, College of Economics
before the deadline to request for the individual preliminary screening (please refer to page 64 of the
“Supplement to Application Guidelines” for the request deadline).

— Persons whose final academic background is zhuanke (%F}) (3-year college degree) in China, or those who
do not meet the criteria stated in page 56 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”, must take the
individual preliminary screening. For information about the individual preliminary screening, please refer to
page 60 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based
on expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually
complete that program by September 25, 2021 will have their admission revoked.

ITI. Examination Date * Application Period

Examination Date Application Period
Saturday, June 5, 2021 Wednesday, April 28, 2021 — Wednesday, May 12, 2021

— Applications must be mailed to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. All documents must arrive by postal

mail before the deadline.
— In the “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application
period.

IV. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor prior to Your Application
Not required
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V. Application Procedures

— For the Notices on Application, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.

After completing the payment of the application fee during the application period, the specified application
documents must be submitted to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. The Application Sheet, one
of the application documents, must be completed on the “Ritsu-Mate”. Please print out the completed
Application Sheet and submit it along with the other application documents.

1. Required Documents
Regarding the submission of certificate documents, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application

Guidelines”.
Application forms designated here by Ritsumeikan University are included at the end of this Application
Guidelines.
Required Documents Remarks Form
Must be printed out from the “Ritsu-Mate” after you
(1) | Application Sheet complete your application information on the same
website.
APPLICATION SHEET
(2) | FOR NON-JAPANESE | Complete only the sections that apply to you. Form GS 1
APPLICANTS
Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. Be sure to include the
following items.
3) Statement of Reason for | 1. Full name A4 size paper
Application 2. Write “Master’s Program in Economic Development | Free-Format

(MPED)” as desired program or course.
3. The reason for applying to the Graduate School of
Economics (Approx. 400 words)

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and written

entirely in English. Be sure to include the items listed

below. If submitting a hard copy of your research proposal

via postal mail, separately submit a digital file as well. See

Point (4) of “4. Important Points Regarding Submissions”

for information about the submission method.

1. Full name

2. Write “Master’s Program in Economic Development
(MPED)” as desired program or course.

3. Theme of proposed research

4. Research field and research plan after enrollment in
the Graduate School of Economics (Approx. 800 A4 size paper
words) Free-Format

5. Please write the name of your three preferred
choices of supervisor (preference 3 is optional).
Please also explain why you chose each (in about
200 words). (You are not required to gain your
preferred supervisor’s consent in advance. Your
supervisor will be decided after your enrollment by
the Graduate School. Please note that it is not
always possible to place students according to their
preference.)

(Staff: Refer to Website of “Master’s Program in

Economic Development”.)

5) | PLEDGE Form EC 1
(

(4) | Research Proposal

-35-

<
W
[0
—+
o
_‘w
[0}
T
X
@)
1[0]
e
o
3




<
o
o)
—+
@
_1-
)
T
X
o)
e}
e
)
=

Required Documents

Remarks

Form

(©)

Letter of
Recommendation by the
dean, or a person of
equivalent or higher
position, at the
applicant’s school or
institution

Submission is optional.
Letter must be original and addressed to the “President
of Ritsumeikan University, Japan”.

Free-Format

— It will be accepted as
originals if they are
photocopies with
authorized stamps/seals
of issuing agencies.
(The stamp/seal itself
must be original, not
photocopied.)

0

Certificate of graduation
/ expected graduation

Please submit the certificate issued by the higher
education institution you attended, which meets the
application criteria.

* Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools or
graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University as
regular students at the time of application DON’T
need to submit.

[Those who have graduated / who are expected to
graduate from universities in China * except for
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau]

Please submit the documents below instead of
certificate of graduation / expected graduation.

1. Those who have already graduated
Printed “ZC A % G UE 5L N4 4357 and
“Online Verification Report of Higher Education
Qualification Certificate”

2. Those who are expected to graduate
Printed “Z & i FE AR LRU5 UEHR 75 and “Online
Verification Report of Student Record”

Only original is accepted.

®)

Certified Academic
Transcript

Certified Academic Transcript must be issued by the
higher education institution which meets the
application criteria.

* Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools or
graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University as
regular students at the time of application DON’T
need to submit.

Only original is accepted.

©)

Copy of bachelor’s
thesis or term papers
related to Economics

Thesis or term paper must be written in English.

If submitting a hard copy of bachelor’s thesis/term
papers related to Economics via postal mail, separately
submit a digital file as well. See Point(4) of “4.
Important Points Regarding Submissions” for
information about the submission method.

Official Test Score of
English Language Ability
Test (Test must be from
one of the following:
TOEIC® Listening &
Reading Test, TOEFL
iBT* Test or IELTS.)

— The scores for test(s) taken more than two years
before the application start date are deemed invalid.

— Applicants who cannot take those examination must
submit an original formal certificate or letter of
English language ability level, issued from
universities where applicants are currently enrolled or
graduated.

Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be

considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into

consideration).

Copies are acceptable.

(1)

Statement of Source of
Funds

In case the acceptance of scholarship from the outside
foundation, please submit the notification of
scholarship award.

Form EC 3
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Required Documents Remarks Form

The Certificate of Degree QZJ
1) Conferment or a written | Only those who fall under “II Eligibility Requirements | Only original is r(2_
acknowledgement of -2)". accepted. ®
application for Degree a.
Ofﬁmal. doc‘.lmems such Only those who fall under “II Eligibility Requirements | Only original is U
(13) | as “Verification Letter of - =
. o . | - (10)". accepted. (@]
Issuing teaching license (i)
Must include photo and date of birth B
A photocopy of — Only those who have a valid passport at the time of 3

(14) | applicant’s passport application and who do not have Japanese

information page nationality.

*except for special permanent residents

2. How to Submit Application Documents
The application must be sent by postal mail to the Administrative Office, College of Economics.
(1) When applying from within Japan

(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in market.

(2) Download the address label, using the “Ritsu-Mate” and print out the label.

(3) Paste the address label (mentioned in (2)) on the envelope (mentioned in (1), enclose all your application
documents and send them by Kani-kakitome Sokutatsu-yubin (simplified registered express mail).
They must sent from a post office. Mailing your application from a mailbox is unacceptable.

(2) When applying from overseas

(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in the market.

(2) Write all necessary information on the envelope and enclose all your application documents and send
them by express mail with tracking number (EMS, FedEx, DHL etc.).

3. Mailing Address for Application
Administrative Office, College of Economics
Ritsumeikan University (Biwako-Kusatsu Campus)
1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu,
Shiga 525-8577 Japan
TEL: +81-77-561-3940

4. Important Points Regarding Submissions

Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English using word processing software.

(1) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “4. How to enter /
write your names” on page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”

(2) Submitted documents cannot be returned for any reason, even if it is determined after application that
the applicant does not meet the application eligibility criteria.

(3) Please prepare all application documents yourself. If you referenced other publications in your research
proposal, etc., be sure to properly cite your sources to avoid suspicion of plagiarism or other acts of
academic misconduct. If you enter false information in your application form or other documents, or
commit plagiarism or any wrongdoing, your application may not be accepted or you may not be allowed
to take the entrance examination or be admitted to the graduate school.

(4) If submitting hard copies via postal mail of the (4) Research Proposal and (9) Copy of bachelor’s thesis
/ term papers related to economics listed under “1. Required Documents”, separately submit digital files
as well. Submit digital files in either PDF or doc format.

To send digital files, please follow the instruction below;
- Send an E-mail to the Graduate School of Economics: gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
- Title an E-mail: “September 2021 Admission: Research Proposal and Thesis”
- Include the following information in an email.

@ Your name
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(2 Proposed Research Theme

(3 The title of bachelor’s thesis or term paper related to economics

(4) Attach a digital file of research proposal (same document as (4) Research Proposal)
Name a file “your name_researchproposal.pdf (doc)”

(5 Attach a digital file of bachelor’s thesis or term paper (same document as (9) Copy of bachelor’s
thesis/ term papers related to economics)
Name a file “your name _thesis.pdf (doc)”

— Example of file name: “ritsumei_taro_researchproposal.pdf (doc)

VI. Application Fee

5,000 yen

— The payment must be completed during the application period.

— Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or
international bank transfer. For detailed information, please see page 57 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines”.

VII. Examination Sheet

The examination sheet for entrance examination can be downloaded from the “Ritsu-Mate” approximately one
week prior to the examination date. Print out the examination sheet for entrance examination after downloading,
and bring it on the day of the entrance examination. (Please refer to page 52 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines”.)

VIII. Screening Method

Applicants will be screened based on the submitted documents and interview (conducted in English). For the
applicants from overseas, a written examinations and/or interview through telephone or internet will be
conducted if necessary, which will be informed to a registered E-mail address in advance.
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IX. Examination Schedule

Examination Date Examination Schedule
Saturday, June 5, 2021 The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate”.

X. Test Location

Biwako Kusatsu Campus, Ritsumeikan University (The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-
Mate”.)

XI. Notification of Results

Announcement Date Announcement Time
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 10:00 a.m.
The results will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate” and the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance
Examination Information Website”. Result and Admission Procedures will be sent to the address indicated on
Application Sheet on the day of the result announcement.
— Even ifthe entrance examination is conducted on the “makeup day” of the examination date, the announcement
of results will be made on the above scheduled dates.
— Please refer to page 72 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines” for information on the announcement
of the results on the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”.

XII. Admission Procedures
Please refer to the page 74 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.
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September 2021 Enrollment

<

Master’s Program, Graduate School of Economics ﬁ

APPLICATION GUIDELINES for e

. L3 L3 U)

APU Special Admissions T

[There is no April enrollment for MPED course at Graduate School of Economics] UaQ

=

I. Major, Degree, Enrollment Capacity and Number of Students to be Admitted %

Major Degree Enrollment Limit Number Recruited
Major in Economics Master’
Master’s Program in Economic aster's 50 A few

Degree

Development (MPED)

— Number of Enrollment Capacity includes all the number admitted through the other entrance examination methods.

— Depending on the situation of application and results of entrance examination, the number of successful candidate could
be less than the Recruitment Number.
— All classes offered at MPED are conducted in English.

I1. Eligibility Requirements

Have an official language score of at least TOEFL iBT® Test 68, IELTS 5.5, TOEIC® Listening & Reading Test

650 or its equivalent, and fulfill one of the following application criteria;

(1) Undergraduate student who is currently enrolled in their 7" semester as of 2020/Octorber/01 at APU, has
an expected date of graduation no later than September 2021, has acquired at least 100 credits required for
graduation by the end of their 6™ semester with a GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 3.00.

(2) Undergraduate student who is currently enrolled in their 5" or 6" semester and registered in the Accelerated
program at APU as of 2020/Octorber/01, and has an expected date of graduation no later than September
2021.

(3) Undergraduate student who is currently enrolled in their 5® or 6" semester as of 2020/Octorber/01, has
acquired at least 108 credits required for graduation by the end of their 6™ semester and has maintained a
GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 3.30.

*Prospective GPA is applicable when you apply.
*Please refer to page 73 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines” for the information on how to calculate
GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA).

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based
on expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually
complete that program by September 25, 2021 will have their admission revoked.

— In case undergraduate student who hasn’t obtain more than 108 credits by end of 6" semester or the GPA is
under 3.30, the entrance permission will be cancelled.

I1I. Examination Date < Application Period

Examination Date Application Period
Saturday, June 5, 2021 Wednesday, April 28, 2021 — Wednesday, May 12, 2021

— Applications must be mailed to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. All documents must arrive by postal

mail before the deadline.

— In the “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application
period.

— When the University decides to postpone the entrance examination to the “makeup day” of the examination date, it will
be notified on the “Ritsu-Mate” and the website of each graduate school. A sudden postponement of the examination

could happen due to unexpected circumstances. Therefore, check these above websites frequently.
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IV. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor prior to Your Application
Not required

V. Application Procedures

— For the Notices on Application, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.

After completing the payment of the application fee during the application period, the specified application
documents must be submitted to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. The Application Sheet, one
of the application documents, must be completed on the “Ritsu-Mate”. Please print out the completed
Application Sheet and submit it along with the other application documents.

1. Required Documents
Regarding the submission of certificate documents, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines”.
Application forms designated here by Ritsumeikan University are included at the end of this Application
Guidelines.

Required Documents Remarks Form

Must be printed out from the “Ritsu-Mate” after you
(1) | Application Sheet complete your application information on the same
website.

APPLICATION SHEET
(2) | FOR NON-JAPANESE
APPLICANTS

Applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.

Complete only the sections that apply to you. Form GS 1

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and

written entirely in English. Be sure to include the

following items.

Statement of Reason for | 1. Full name A4 size paper

Application 2. Write “Master’s Program in Economic Development | Free-Format
(MPED)” as desired program or course.

3. The reason for applying to the Graduate School of
Economics (Approx. 400 words)

©)

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. Be sure to include the items
listed below. If submitting a hard copy of your
research proposal via postal mail, separately submit a
digital file as well. See Point (4) of “4. Important
Points Regarding Submissions” for information about
the submission method.

1. Full name

2. Write “Master’s Program in Economic Development
(MPED)” as desired program or course.

3. Theme of proposed research

4. Research field and research plan after enrollment in

(4) | Research Proposal the Graduate School of Economics (Approx. 800
words)

5. Please write the name of your three preferred
choices of supervisor (preference 3 is optional).
Please also explain why you chose each (in about
200 words). (You are not required to gain your
preferred supervisor’s consent in advance. Your
supervisor will be decided after your enrollment by
the Graduate School. Please note that it is not
always possible to place students according to their
preference.)

(Staff: Refer to Website of “Master’s Program in

Economic Development”.)

(5) | PLEDGE Form EC 1

A4 size paper
Free-Format
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Required Documents

Remarks

Form

®)

one of the following:
TOEIC® Listening &
Reading Test, TOEFL
iBT* Test or IELTS.)

English language ability level, issued from
universities where applicants are currently enrolled
or graduated.
Only TOEFL iBT® scores from a single test date will
be considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).

Certificate of Only original is QZJ
6) . .
Prospective Graduation accepted. fﬁ_
R Official Academic Only original is C_I.)‘
Transcript accepted. 0]
— The scores for test(s) taken more than two years before the P
Official Test Score of apphc.atlon start date are deemed invalid. o 0%
. .. — Applicants who cannot take theos examination above
English Language Ability . . . o
must submit an original formal certificate or letter of 0}
Test (Test must be from 3

Copies are acceptable.

©)

A photocopy of
applicant’s passport
information page

Must include photo and date of birth

— Only those who have a valid passport at the time of
application and who do not have Japanese
nationality.

*except for special permanent residents

2. How to Submit Application Documents
The application must be sent by postal mail to the Administrative Office, College of Economics.
(1) When applying from within Japan

(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in market.

(2) Download the address label, using the “Ritsu-Mate” and print out the label.

(3 Paste the address label (mentioned in (2)) on the envelope (mentioned in (D), enclose all your application
documents and send them by Kani-kakitome Sokutatsu-yubin (simplified registered express mail).
They must sent from a post office. Mailing your application from a mailbox is unacceptable.

(2) When applying from overseas

(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in the market.

(2) Write all necessary information on the envelope and enclose all your application documents and send
them by express mail with tracking number (EMS, FedEx, DHL etc.).

3. Mailing Address for Application
Administrative Office, College of Economics
Ritsumeikan University (Biwako-Kusatsu Campus)
1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu,
Shiga 525-8577, Japan
TEL :+81-77-561-3940

4. Important Points Regarding Submissions

Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English using word processing software.

(1) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “4. How to enter /
write your names” on page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”

(2) Submitted documents cannot be returned for any reason, even if it is determined after application that
the applicant does not meet the application eligibility criteria.

(3) Please prepare all application documents yourself. If you referenced other publications in your research
proposal, etc., be sure to properly cite your sources to avoid suspicion of plagiarism or other acts of
academic misconduct. If you enter false information in your application form or other documents, or
commit plagiarism or any wrongdoing, your application may not be accepted or you may not be allowed
to take the entrance examination or be admitted to the graduate school.

(4) If submitting hard copies via postal mail of the (4) Research Proposal listed under “1. Required
Documents”, separately submit digital files as well. Submit digital files in either PDF or doc format.
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To send digital files, please follow the instruction below;
- Send an E-mail to the Graduate School of Economics: gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
- Title an E-mail: “September 2021 Admission: Research Proposal”
- Include the following information in an email.
(D Your name
(2 Proposed Research Theme
(3 Attach a digital file of research proposal (same document as (4) Research Proposal)
Name a file “your name_researchproposal.pdf (doc)”
— Example of file name: “ritsumei_taro_researchproposal.pdf (doc)

VI. Application Fee

35,000 yen

— The payment must be completed during the application period.

— Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or
international bank transfer. For detailed information, please see page 57 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines”.

VII. Examination Sheet

The examination sheet for entrance examination can be downloaded from the “Ritsu-Mate” approximately one
week prior to the examination date. Print out the examination sheet for entrance examination after downloading,
and bring it on the day of the entrance examination. (Please refer to page 52 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines™.)

VIII. Screening Method

1. Documents Screening
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2. Interview (Conducted in English)

IX. Examination Schedule

Examination Date Examination Schedule
Saturday, June 5, 2021 The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate”.

X. Test Location

Biwako Kusatsu Campus, Ritsumeikan University (The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-

Mate™.)
XI. Notification of Results
Announcement Date Announcement Time
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 10:00 a.m.

The results will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate” and the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance

Examination Information Website”. Result and Admission Procedures will be sent to the address indicated on

Application Sheet on the day of the result announcement.

— Even ifthe entrance examination is conducted on the “makeup day” of the examination date, the announcement
of results will be made on the above scheduled dates.

— Please refer to page 72 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines” for information on the announcement
of the results on the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”.

XII. Admission Procedures
Please refer to the page 74 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.
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September 2021 Enrollment
Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Economics
APPLICATION GUIDELINES for
International Student Admissions

[There is no April enrollment on English basis at Graduate School of Economics]

I. Major, Degree, Enrollment Capacity and Number of Students to be Admitted

Major Degree Enrollment Limit Number Recruited

Major in Economics Doctoral Degree 5 A few

— Number of Enrollment Capacity includes all the number admitted through the other entrance examination methods.
— Depending on the situation of application and results of entrance examination, the number of successful candidate could
be less than the Recruitment Number.

I1. Eligibililty Requirements

Applicant must fulfill all of the following Requirement 1 to 3:

<1>
Persons who have an official language score of at least TOEFL*iBT Test 79, IELTS 6.0, TOEIC® Listening
& Reading Test 730 or its equivalent.

<2>
Those who have resident status as “Student” at the time of application or are expected to acquire that before
the enrollment to the Graduate School of Economics, Ritsumeikan University

<3>

Fulfill one of the following application criteria (1) to (7)

(1) Persons who have been awarded a master’s degree or professional degree or who are expected to be
awarded such a degree before being enrolled at the graduate school

(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree abroad
or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled at the graduate school

(3) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by
completing a correspondence course offered by an overseas school in Japan or who are expected to be
awarded such a degree before being enrolled at the graduate school

(4) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by
completing the program of an overseas school in Japan that is designated by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology as corresponding to an overseas graduate school or who are
expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled at the graduate school

(5) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree by completing a program at
United Nations University or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled at the
graduate school

(6) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two
years after graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan
University’s graduate schools as having an academic ability equal to holders of a master’s degree (the
1989 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture No.118) (*1)

(7) Persons who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an academic
ability equal to or higher than holders of a master’s degree or professional degree as a result of individual
preliminary screening and who have reached 24 years of age (*1)

(*1) Persons who fall under category (6) and (7) should be subject to the individual preliminary screening in

order to be qualified to apply for admission. Please refer to page 60 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines” and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.
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— If you have any questions about above criteria, for example, how to understand school years and /or degree
you completed at overseas institution, please inquire of the Administrative Office, College of Economics
before the deadline to request for the individual preliminary screening (please refer to page 64 of the
“Supplement to Application Guidelines” for the request deadline).

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above
based on expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT
actually complete that program by September 25, 2021 will have their admission revoked.

III. Examination Date * Application Period

Examination Date Application Period
Saturday, June 5, 2021 Wednesday, April 28, 2021 — Wednesday, May 12, 2021

— Applications must be mailed to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. All documents must arrive by postal

mail before the deadline.
— In the “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application

period.

IV. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor prior to Your Application
Required
Applicants must consult with the prospective supervising professor about their Research Field and Research
Plan before the application period starts.

<How to contact the prospective supervising professor>
Send an E-mail directly to the professor who shows his/her E-mail address Ritsumeikan University
Researcher’s database.
m Ritsumeikan University Researcher’s database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose E-mail address is not open to the public, contact the Administrative
Office, College of Economics by E-mail.

In the E-mail, please specify the name of the professor you would like to contact.

m Administrative Office, College of Economics Contact:gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

V. Application Procedures

— For the Notices on Application, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.

After completing the payment of the application fee during the application period, the specified application
documents must be submitted to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. The Application Sheet, one
of the application documents, must be completed on the “Ritsu-Mate”. Please print out the completed
Application Sheet and submit it along with the other application documents.

1. Required Documents
Regarding the submission of certificate documents, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application

Guidelines”.
Application forms designated here by Ritsumeikan University are included at the end of this Application
Guidelines.
Required Documents Remarks Form
Must be printed out from the “Ritsu-Mate” after you
(1) | Application Sheet complete your application information on the same
website.
APPLICATION SHEET
(2) | FOR NON-JAPANESE Complete only the sections that apply to you. Form GS 1
APPLICANTS
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Required Documents

Remarks

Form

€)]

PLEDGE

Form EC 1

Certificate of completion
/ expected completion

* For those who have
completed graduate

Please submit the certificate issued by Graduate School
you attended, which meets the application criteria.

[Those who have completed / who are expected to
complete a program at Graduate School in China *
except for Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau]

In addition to the certificate of completion / expected
completion, please submit the documents below.

4) schools abroad. the Only original is accepted.
degree such as Master | 1. Those who have already completed
etc. must be Printed “ % 77 #24 DFIIE (5L R %42 and
confirmed with this “Online Verification Report of Higher Education
document. Qualification Certificate”
2. Those who are expected to complete
Printed “Z 7 i FEAE LR IUES 5 and “Online
Verification Report of Student Record”
5) Certified Academic Certified Academic Transcript must be issued by the Only original is accepted
Transcript Graduate School which meets the application criteria. yorg pted.
Letter of

(6)

Recommendation by the
dean, or a person of
equivalent or higher
position, at the
applicant’s school or
institution

Submission is optional.
Letter must be original and addressed to the “President
of Ritsumeikan University, Japan”

Free-Format

O

Official Test Score of
English Language
Ability Test (Test must
be from one of the
following: TOEIC®
Listening & Reading
Test, TOEFL iBT® Test
or [ELTS.)

— The scores for test(s) taken more than two years
before the application start date are deemed invalid.

— Applicants who cannot take the examination above
must submit an original formal certificate or letter of
English language ability level, issued from
universities where applicants are currently enrolled or
graduated.

Only TOEFL iBT* scores from a single test date will be

considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into

consideration).

Copies are acceptable.

®)

Statement of Reason for
Application

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and

written entirely in English. Be sure to include the

following items.

1. Full name

2. Write “Ph.D Program in Economics” as desired
program or course.

3. The reason for applying to the Graduate School of
Economics (Approx. 400words)

A4 size paper
Free-Format

)

Research field and
research plan

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. Applicants must contact
their desired supervising professor about the research
plan and details before the application. If submitting a
hard copy of your Research field and research plan via
postal mail, separately submit a digital file as well. See
Point (4) of “4. Important Points Regarding
Submissions” for information about the submission
method.

Form EC2

(10)

Summary of Master’s
Thesis

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. If submitting a hard copy
of your master’s thesis summary via postal mail,
separately submit a digital file as well. See Point (4) of
“4. Important Points Regarding Submissions” for
information about the submission method.

A4 size paper
800 words

45 -

O
o)
O
—+
o
=
2
U
=
o
o
=
Q
=




O
o)
Q
—+
@)
=
di
U
=
@)
[0
=
Q
=

Required Documents Remarks Form

Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. If submitting a hard copy
of your master’s thesis via postal mail, separately
submit a digital file as well. See Point (4) of “4.
Important Points Regarding Submissions” for
information about the submission method.

Copy of Master’s Thesis
(11) | written in English, or its
equivalent

A4 size paper

In case the acceptance of scholarship from the outside
Statement of Source of P P

(12) foundation, please submit the notification of Form EC 3
Funds .
scholarship award.
A photocopy of Must include photo and date of birth
(13) | applicant’s passport — Only those who have a valid passport at the time of
information page application.

2. How to Submit Application Documents
The application must be sent by postal mail to the Administrative Office, College of Economics.
(1) When applying from within Japan

(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in market.

(2) Download the address label, using the “Ritsu-Mate” and print out the label.

(3) Paste the address label (mentioned in (2)) on the envelope (mentioned in (1), enclose all your application
documents and send them by Kani-kakitome Sokutatsu-yubin (simplified registered express mail).
They must sent from a post office. Mailing your application from a mailbox is unacceptable.

(2) When applying from overseas

(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in the market.

(2) Write all necessary information on the envelope and enclose all your application documents and send
them by express mail with tracking number (EMS, FedEx, DHL etc.).

3. Mailing Address for Application
Administrative Office, College of Economics
Ritsumeikan University (Biwako-Kusatsu Campus)
1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu,
Shiga 525-8577 Japan
TEL: +81-77-561-3940

4. Important Points Regarding Submissions

Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English using word processing software.

(1) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “4. How to enter /
write your names” on page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”

(2) Submitted documents cannot be returned for any reason, even if it is determined after application that
the applicant does not meet the application eligibility criteria.

(3) Please prepare all application documents yourself. If you referenced other publications in your research
proposal, etc., be sure to properly cite your sources to avoid suspicion of plagiarism or other acts of
academic misconduct. If you enter false information in your application form or other documents, or
commit plagiarism or any wrongdoing, your application may not be accepted or you may not be allowed
to take the entrance examination or be admitted to the graduate school.

(4) If submitting hard copies via postal mail of the (9) Research field and research plan, (10) Summary of
Master’s Thesis and (11) Copy of Master’s Thesis listed under “1. Required Documents”, separately
submit digital files as well. Submit digital files in either PDF or doc format.

To send digital files, please follow the instruction below;

- Send an E-mail to the Graduate School of Economics: gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

- Title an E-mail: “September 2021 Admission: Research field and research plan, Summary of Master’s
Thesis and Copy of Master’s Thesis
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- Include the following information in an email.

@ Your name

(2 Proposed Research Theme

(3 The title of Master’s thesis

(@ Attach a digital file of Research field and research plan (same document as (9) Research field and
research plan)
Name a file “your name research plan.pdf (doc)”

(® Attach a digital file of summary of master thesis (same document as (10) Summary of Master’s
Thesis)
Name a file “your name summary of master’s thesis.pdf (doc)”

(6 Attach a digital file of master’s thesis (same document as (11) Copy of Master’s Thesis)
Name a file “your name  master’s thesis.pdf (doc)”

— Example of file name: “ritsumei_taro_researchproposal.pdf (doc)

VI. Application Fee

35,000 yen

— The payment must be completed during the application period.

—Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or
international bank transfer. For detailed information, please see page 57 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines”.

— The application fee will be exempted for those who have completed or are going to complete a Master’s
Degree program or Professional Degree program in March 2021 or September 2021 at any Graduate Schools
of Ritsumeikan University and will continue their study in the Doctoral program.

VII. Examination Sheet

The examination sheet for entrance examination can be downloaded from the “Ritsu-Mate” approximately one
week prior to the examination date. Print out the examination sheet for entrance examination after downloading,
and bring it on the day of the entrance examination. (Please refer to page 52 of the “Supplement to Application
Guidelines™.)

VIII. Screening Method

Applicants will be screened based on the submitted documents and interview (conducted in English). For the
applicants from overseas, interview through telephone or internet will be conducted if necessary, which will be
informed to a registered E-mail address in advance accordingly.

IX. Examination Schedule

Examination Date Examination Schedule
Saturday, June 5, 2021 The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate”.

X. Test Location

Biwako Kusatsu Campus, Ritsumeikan University (The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-
Mate™.)
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XI. Notification of Results

Announcement Date Announcement Time
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 10:00 a.m.
The results will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate” and the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance
Examination Information Website”. Result and Admission Procedures will be sent to the address indicated on
Application Sheet on the day of the result announcement.
— Even ifthe entrance examination is conducted on the “makeup day” of the examination date, the announcement
of results will be made on the above scheduled dates.
— Please refer to page 72 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines” for information on the announcement
of the results on the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”.

XII. Admission Procedures
Please refer to the page 74 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.
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September 2021 Enrollment
Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Economics
APPLICATION GUIDELINES for
In-University Advancement Admissions (for International Students)

[There is no April enrollment at Graduate School of Economics]

I. Major, Degree, Enrollment Capacity and Number of Students to be Admitted

Major Degree Enrollment Limit Number Recruited

Major in Economics Doctoral Degree 5 A few

— Number of Enrollment Capacity includes all the number admitted through the other entrance examination methods.
— Depending on the situation of application and results of entrance examination, the number of successful candidate could
be less than the Recruitment Number.

II. Eligibility Requirements

Applicant must fulfill both of the following application criteria.

(1) Applicants who expect to complete the Master’s Program in Economic Development in the Graduate
School of Economics at Ritsumeikan University as an international student in September 2021.

(2) Applicants must expect to have the grade of Special Seminar II (the course name of Graduate School of
Economics) more than score “A”.

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based
on expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually
complete that program by September 25, 2021 will have their admission revoked.

— Applicants must contact their prospective supervising professor about the research plan and details before the
application.

ITI. Application Period

Examination Date Application Period
Saturday, June 5, 2021 Wednesday, April 28, 2021 — Wednesday, May 12, 2021

— Applications must be mailed to the Administrative Office, College of Economics. All documents must arrive by postal

mail before the deadline.

— In the “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application
period.

— Only if the University determines that it is not possible to conduct the entrance examination on the originally scheduled
examination date due to unavoidable circumstances such as natural disasters, the examination will be conducted on the
scheduled “makeup day” of the examination date.

— When the University decides to postpone the entrance examination to the “makeup day” of the examination date, it will
be notified on the “Ritsu-Mate” and the website of each graduate school. A sudden postponement of the examination
could happen due to unexpected circumstances. Therefore, check these above websites frequently.

IV. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor prior to Your Application
Required
Applicants must consult with the prospective supervising professor about their Research Field and Research
Plan before the application period starts.

<How to contact the prospective supervising professor>
Send an E-mail directly to the professor who shows his/her E-mail address Ritsumeikan University
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Researcher’s database.
m Ritsumeikan University Researcher’s database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose E-mail address is not open to the public, contact the Administrative
Office, College of Economics by E-mail.

In the E-mail, please specify the name of the professor you would like to contact.

m Administrative Office, College of Economics Contact:gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

V. Application Procedures

— For the Notices on Application, please refer to page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.

The specified application documents must be submitted to the Administrative Office, College of Economics.
The Application Sheet, one of the application documents, must be completed on the “Ritsu-Mate.” Please print
out the completed Application Sheet and submit it along with the other application documents.

1. Required Documents
Application forms designated here by Ritsumeikan University are included at the end of this Application

Guidelines.
Required Documents Remarks Form
Must be printed out from the “Ritsu-Mate” after you
(1) | Application Sheet complete your application information on the same
website.
APPLICATION SHEET
(2) | FOR NON-JAPANESE Complete only the sections that apply to you. Form GS 1
APPLICANTS
(3) | PLEDGE Form EC 1
Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. Be sure to include the
following items.
) Statement of Reason for | 1. Full name A4 size paper
Application 2. Write “Ph.D Program in Economics” as desired Free-Format
program or course.
3. The reason for applying to the Graduate School of
Economics (Approx. 400 words)
To be signed and sealed by a prospective professor.
Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
Research field and written entirely in English. If submitting a.hard copy
(5) research plan of your Research field and research plan via postal Form EC2
p mail, separately submit a digital file as well. See Point
(4) of “4. Important Points Regarding Submissions”
for information about the submission method.
Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
written entirely in English. If submitting a hard copy
©) Summary of Master’s of your master’s thesis summary via postal mail, A4 size paper
Thesis in English separately submit a digital file as well. See Point (4) of | 800 words
“4. Important Points Regarding Submissions” for
information about the submission method.
Document should be printed on A4 size paper and
Copy of Master’s Thesis written entlrel}i in En.ghs.h. If submltt.mg a hard copy
(7) | written in English, or its of your master’s thesis via postal mail, separately A4 size paper
equivalent gush, submit a digital file as well. See Point (4) of “4. pap
q Important Points Regarding Submissions” for
information about the submission method.
Must include photo and date of birth
A photocopy of — Only those who have a valid passport at the time of
(8) | applicant’s passport application and who do not have Japanese
information page nationality.
*except for special permanent residents
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2. How to Submit Application Documents
The application must be sent by postal mail to the Administrative Office, College of Economics.
(1) When applying from within Japan
(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in market.
(2) Download the address label, using the “Ritsu-Mate” and print out the label.
(3) Paste the address label (mentioned in (2)) on the envelope (mentioned in (1), enclose all your application

documents and send them by Kani-kakitome Sokutatsu-yubin (simplified registered express mail).
They must sent from a post office. Mailing your application from a mailbox is unacceptable.

(2) When applying from overseas
(D Prepare an envelope (big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents) available in the market.
(2) Write all necessary information on the envelope and enclose all your application documents and send

them by express mail with tracking number (EMS, FedEx, DHL etc.).

3. Mailing Address for Application
Administrative Office, College of Economics
Ritsumeikan University (Biwako-Kusatsu Campus)
1-1-1 Nojihigashi Kusatsu, Shiga 525-8577 JAPAN
TEL: +81-(0)77-561-3940
FAX: +81-(0)77-561-3947

4. Important Points Regarding Submissions
Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English using word processing software.

(1
2
)

(4)

Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “4. How to enter /
write your names” on page 53 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”
Submitted documents cannot be returned for any reason, even if it is determined after application that
the applicant does not meet the application eligibility criteria.
Please prepare all application documents yourself. If you referenced other publications in your research
proposal, etc., be sure to properly cite your sources to avoid suspicion of plagiarism or other acts of
academic misconduct. If you enter false information in your application form or other documents, or
commit plagiarism or any wrongdoing, your application may not be accepted or you may not be allowed
to take the entrance examination or be admitted to the graduate school.
If submitting hard copies via postal mail of the (5) Research field and research plan, (6) Summary of
Master’s Thesis and (7) Copy of Master’s Thesis listed under “I. Required Documents”, separately
submit digital files as well. Submit digital files in either PDF or doc format.
To send digital files, please follow the instruction below;
- Send an E-mail to the Graduate School of Economics: gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
- Title an E-mail: “September 2021 Admission: Research field and research plan, Summary of Master’s
Thesis and Copy of Master’s Thesis
- Include the following information in an email.
(D Your name
(2 Proposed Research Theme
(3 The title of Master’s thesis
(@ Attach a digital file of Research field and research plan (same document as (5) Research field and
research plan)
Name a file “your name_ research plan.pdf (doc)”
(5 Attach a digital file of summary of master’s thesis (same document as (6) Summary of Master’s
Thesis)
Name a file “your name_ summary of master’s thesis.pdf (doc)”
(® Attach a digital file of Master’s thesis (same document as (7) Copy of Master’s Thesis)
Name a file “your name_ master’s thesis.pdf (doc)”
— Example of file name: “ritsumei_taro_researchproposal.pdf (doc)
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VI. Application Fee

The application fee will be exempted.

VII. Examination Sheet

The examination sheet for entrance examination can be downloaded from the “Ritsu-Mate” approximately one week
prior to the examination date. Print out the examination sheet for entrance examination after downloading, and bring
it on the day of the entrance examination. (Please refer to page 52 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.)

VIII. Screening Method

Admission will be based upon screening all submitted documents and an interview.

IX. Examination Schedule

Examination Date Examination Schedule
Saturday, June 5, 2021 The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate”.

X. Test Location

Biwako Kusatsu Campus, Ritsumeikan University (The detailed information will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate™.)

XI. Notification of Results

Announcement Date Announcement Time
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 10:00 a.m.

The results will be posted on the “Ritsu-Mate” and the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance

Examination Information Website”.Result and Admission Procedures will be sent to the address indicated on

Application Sheet on the day of the result announcement.

— Even ifthe entrance examination is conducted on the “makeup day” of the examination date, the announcement
of results will be made on the above scheduled dates.

— Please refer to page 72 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines” for information on the announcement
of the results on the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”.
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XII. Admission Procedures
Please refer to the page 74 of the “Supplement to Application Guidelines”.
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HBAEH O —% - APPLICATION FORM LIST

HRE, 2EOR=VPREICTROMEFREY Ho TV E T,

PN SR, BIEAS THEER ] AR AT LICED TV I TOT, BHALZ X

CAAMBENDZWE IR L TLZE v,

Application forms are put after this page in the same order as the list below. Read thoroughly
the Required Documents section of the examination that you will take and make sure to submit all

the forms that are required.

sk % . S
GS | 1 | #hEEEmEE R~ APPLICATION SHEET FOR NON-JAPANESE APPLICANTS 55
1 | ¥, PLEDGE 57
EC | 2 | K¥#BEAFABALET H0F9E0 5 - % Research field and research plan 59
3 | Statement of Source of Funds 61
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VB RFERER HEESHEEFR

£ / Form GS 1

RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL APPLICATION SHEET
FOR NON-JAPANESE APPLICANTS

[;XE / NOTE]

BAESBEZELLEVEDALARR, BT BB DATALTIZEN,
ZEEHET. HAESEEZF I HEFRHEFTETY,

Required only for applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.
Complete only the sections that apply to you.

K4

Name

X T
Application No.

Not required if you have multiple citizenships which include Japanese nationality. * &2 AAZE Office use only

PLFDOABD I BN T2 H0OERIRA - FEAL T 72X,
Select and fill in the applicable items A or B below.

OA

BUE (HRERER) (A — FEIIFIKEERENEEZ A LT b T, AFERICERERK T8 &
BT 5 TETHS

Currently (at the time of application) you do not have a Japanese Residence Card or Special Permanent Resident
Certificate, and you plan to obtain a "Student" status of residence at the time of admission.

LB /e (RS E8 5 — FEIERIKERFENELZ A L T\ 5,
Currently (at the time of application) you have a Japanese Residence Card or Special Permanent Resident Certificate.
OFERE W T H /Expiry date of residence status : / / (MM/DD/YYYY)
TR B HEDNFERKEH D551 X5 AASZE/Not required if the status of residence is a Special Permanent Resident
TEERE RS OTER & k% DFESE/Type of residence status: ( )
GRS _ _ . _ _ .
fvap? Ly 2 ELA =1R_ L/ Lo2s, =N =l % =
Status of residence ERRER [R5 OBEIETB1%, EFERK (7] DAOBEIITRB2ZFEZE LT ZS,
If your status of residence is “Student”, answer B-1 below,
and your status of residence is not “Student”, answer B-2 below.
B-1 HifEilio> TV 2OZEORE (b LIRS TEH ! / / (MM/DD/YYYY)
MEBEIZZEE (b LTIRY) LiBaidadE (BY) HEFRALTIES N,
Scheduled date of graduation (or leaving) from the current educational institution
XIf you have already graduated (or left), enter the date of graduation (leaving).
B-2 UUTDS Bz 42560 EEIRL T ZEV, /Select the applicable items below.
O AFE CloER s (W3 ~EFETHTERD 5,
You plan to change your status of residence to “Student” by the date of enrollment.
O femats TR ~EES 5 PR,
You do not plan to change your status of residence to "Student".
. TR (FTAE Hh) ANFAEH I (FIA) /IR A
SR s ik ) )
AAGE B T Name of Japanese Language School/Organization (Address) Enroliment Month Graduation or Leaving Month/Expected
Japanese Language
School/Organization .
( ) month year month year
BB () BB B
Name of employer (Address) Job description Period of employment
59 & ( ) (MM/DD/YYYY)
Work experience
( ) (MM/DD/YYYY)
( ) (MM/DD/YYYY)
I 1 HIR] from , to ,
Military service Term month year month year

AAREN D
LSRN
Emergency contact
info in Japan

HUERT Address T —

K4

Phone number:

Name:

SRFEE & OBf% Relationship to applicant

%% Occupation

UbkoEiy, MiEHY A,

| certify that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

H £+ (Date) :

(mm/op/yyyy) B4 (Signature)

2021.9
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3 Form EC 1

PRRERTIRRAL - BRMI3EAE/ Graduate School of Economics Master’s Program - Doctoral Program
MA Program Students

PhD Program Students

=

e =

PLEDGE

R AR E R BERRE AR e A SR O Z BRI B3 LT
2ERICERA SN2 HEILC

DWTHEZWZ &, TEBT 28 TOEM
RESPMER L 722 EZ2EHL T,

I certify that the statements in my application documents for admission to the
Graduate School of Economics, Ritsumeikan University, are true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and that all submitted documents have been written by myself.

H A+
Date:

%

Signature:

fLun ﬁﬁji%‘fx '_%l’@f 7”
Graduate School of Economics

Ritsumeikan University

2021. 9
-57 -
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#3, Form EC2 1/2

REFEIEZe R AR R AR Graduate School of Economics Doctoral Program ‘
AERAFZERELT 5MESEF - AE
Research field and research plan

2B 513 AAEE  You don’t need to fill in the blank of Application number

HEGTR BEEEERE
Application number Name
WHHETLMIET —~

Proposed research theme

Bl —~
Theme of Master’s thesis

i, RN OBEEE -

The details of research and the outline of a Master’s thesis

KFBEANFRAET HOFEORER - FHH
The concept and plan of research for Doctoral Program

k% 3 VECTOMER - BEfFn] 7 Produced by a computer software/Attachment is acceptable.
(BERF DA EHPICHE D 17 T < 725 v/ When you use attachment, please paste within the blank)
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#3, Form EC 2 2/2

TR DM

Your future plan after the completion of the doctoral program

MY LIFE T EHR A

Name of prospective professor for academic instruction

Fl
Seal

k% T VETOER - B5AFn] 7 Produced by a computer software/Attachment is acceptable.
(BEFF DA EHEPICEE D A1) T < 725 v/ When you use attachment, please paste within the blank)
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k3 Form EC 3

Statement of Source of Funds

Graduate school of Economics
Ritsumeikan University

Applicant’s Name in full:

(Family) (Given) (middle)

Please indicate below the source and amount of funding for studying at Ritsumeikan
(for 2 or 3 years)

Sources of Support

Amount (in Japanese yen)

Personal saving

Parent or Sponsor

Relation:

Scholarship of Government/Sponsoring agency

The name of your sponsor:

*Please submit a photocopy of scholarship award letter

Others

Please fill in detail:

Total

Applicant’s signature:

I hereby certify that all information on this statement is true and accurate and that the stated funds are available for
my educational expenses at Ritsumeikan University.
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Date:
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