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Max Weber and “Modern Culture” :
The Research Question of His Protestant Ethic Article (5)

MITOMA Toshiyuki'

Abstract : Benjamin Franklin considered this-worldly work as a task. The root of his belief seems to be
Martin Luther’s conception of Beruf (calling). But the facts are not so simple. Luther changed his way of
thinking and his conception of calling lost its original meaning: the ‘task’ of God. Although Luther
changed the means of living in a manner pleasing to God, replacing ascetic withdrawal from the world as
practiced by medieval monks with this concept of worldly-works, he upheld increasingly traditionalist
views. He stressed further the idea of resignation to one’s calling and life-situation as it is given to one.
Finally Luther and his church suspected ascetic self-discipline as a form of salvation through works and
were forced to keep it more and more in the background. Weber could not find asceticism in Luther (tum),
as seen in Franklin, so he decided to investigate ascetic Protestantism. In this paper, I will research
Bewdhrung (proof) before revealing the research question of Weber’'s Protestant Ethic article. I will
further examine the idea of Bewdhrung (proof) that worked with the concept of Beruf (calling) to result in
abstinence. The conception of Bewdhrung (proof) has never been properly positioned, and this is one of

the main reasons for the misunderstanding of Weber’s article.

Keywords: Weber, Protestant Ethic article, Luther, Luther’s church, ascetic Protestantism, asceticism, proof,

calling, calling as a task, Beruf, Calvin, doctrine of predestination
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