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A Study on the “Environment” Area of Childcare Content

OHASHI Kimiko'

Abstract : In the childcare field, guidelines including the Course of Study for Kindergarten, and the
National Curriculum Guidelines for Integrated-type Certified “Kodomo-en” suggest that childcare should
be provided in a manner that cultivates the ability of children to accept and be involved in the childcare
environment. However, there are various philosophies on the childcare environment. Regarding childcare
that fosters positive thoughts and sensibility in children, almost mandatory enrichment lessons are
included as part of education or childcare. On the other hand, it is considered that children’s healthy
development needs their own positive inquisitive minds and curiosity for their surroundings. In this study,
we discuss about a childcare environment that is appropriate for growth based on changes in childcare
observed in guidelines from the postwar era to the present in Japan. As a result, we suggest that
childcare practices performed in nature could be an appropriate way for children’s development. It is
implied that nature environment with its daily changes develops children’s imagination and rich
sensibility which is developed through the change from an interest in science to a mind in science. For
further study, it is necessary to discuss about the guideline because the current childcare field about

environment does not mention the word ‘science’ which is found in the guideline in 1948.

Keywords : region, environment, nature, Heart to science, Changes in childcare
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