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A Study of Teaching Materials on African Folk Dance:
Through the Development of Digital Teaching Material
“Ethiopian Society and Dance”

NODA Fumiko'

Abstract : In response to the recent challenge of how sports anthropology can contribute to the education
of cultural understanding, this study details the development of teaching materials on African folk dance,
examines the effectiveness of the introduction of African folk dance by this teaching material and clarifies
its significance. The title of the teaching material developed is “Ethiopian Society and Dance.” This
teaching material is used in teaching international understanding to upper elementary school students,
and is designed to be used in three chapters: A. Let’s look into it!, B. Let’s Singl, and C. Let’s Dance! The
contents of the development of the teaching material are detailed in this study. Furthermore, this teaching
material was digitized to facilitate active learning among children. The effectiveness of this teaching
material was piloted in a practical class at K Elementary School in S City. In the class, students learned
by themselves about backgrounds of Ethiopian Dance using this teaching material. The results showed
firstly that the developed digital teaching material for African folk dance, based on anthropological
research, was effective in helping foster understanding of different cultures among elementary school
students, and secondly, the digital teaching material of African folk dance developed based on
anthropological research may create simulations through which children can experience this African
society. Thus, this study finds positive evidence for these types of teaching material. In this study, I
suggest possibilities of understanding different cultures for learning dance in school education, in which

sports are considered to be components of culture.

Keywords : anthropology, Africa, Ethiopia, folk dance, elementary/primary school students, development of

digital teaching material, understanding different cultures
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