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How to Guarantee and Improve Foreign Students’ Right of Learning in Japan:
A Study on Rits-DAISY’s Action Project

OZAWA Waltarui

Abstract : The problem of foreign students’ education is one of the pressing sociocultural problems in
Japan. Since 2009, Rits-DAISY has been working on assistive activities towards foreign students as an
Action Research using Information and Communication Technology (ICT). In this paper, we reflect on this
Action Research over the period of more than 10 years. Based on data analysis on level of difficulty of
reading Japanese text, we confirm that a global assistive network toward minority students using ICT is
absolutely required. Through this new idea of assistive activity, all professionals and student volunteers
can participate in this network. In order to improve the education of foreign students in Japan, the
following new educational policies are essential. Specifically, 1) we should legally enable foreign students to
use the multimedia DAISY textbook, which is now thought of as an assistive tool for disabled and dyslexic
students only, 2) in addition to supportive action utilizing the Textbook Barrier-Free Law, we should make
test and examination materials in accessible digital text form in order to assess fairly minority students’
learning abilities, and 3) we should prepare multi-lingual DAISY textbooks translated into foreign
students’ native tongue or plain language in order to educate them in Japanese language as well as their
native language. To introduce these policies, we need to amend the legal framework in Japan. In this

paper, I will try to offer suggestions on some revisions of Copyright Law in Japan.

Keywords : multi-cultural education, foreign student, the right of learning for minority students,

multi-media DAISY textbook, ICT education, Rits-DAISY, copyright law
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