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Multicultural Society Created by Students Who Crossed National Borders:
The Case Study on Korea International School

KIM Jeongtaei

Abstract : Korea International School (KIS), located in Ibaraki City in Osaka Prefecture, was established
in 2008 in response to high demand from Zainichi Korean society in Japan for international education. The
students of KIS come from various backgrounds - many are Zainichi Koreans, Japanese, Korean or
Chinese citizens. Some of them are students with multiple nationalities. KIS started recruiting and
teaching overseas students in 2011. Soon it became obvious that a multinational environment creates a
certain tension between foreign students and students whose native language is Japanese. Discussions in
Japanese academic researches on this topic focus on the issues of foreign students’ school absence, foreign
student support and identity crisis. However, the case study of KIS school shows that international
students’ experiences play a vital role in the process of solving cultural conflict problems as well as
making the school more multiculturally diverse. I reflect on the process of reform of KIS, which is
growing as multicultural, multilinguistic, multiethnic and multinational school. I also explore the
educational approach to a multicultural society depending on the data which have been obtained through

interviews with four border-crossing students.

Keywords : Multiculturalism, Multicultural Exchange, Foreigners school, Overseas students, Identity,

Linguistic education, school transformation process, cross-cultural conflict.
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