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A Study on the Necessity of Accessible Books for
University Students with Reading Difficulties:

Based on Case Studies of Using Multimedia DAISY
Books for University Students

KUSUNOKI Keita '

Abstract : At the elementary and middle school stages of compulsory education in Japan, accessible digital
books are used for the students with reading diffculties, even though the number of such students is
relatively samall.

In higher education in Japan, however, there are hardly any environments equipped with universally
accessible digital books made easily available to students. Accordingly, this study focused on Multimedia
DAISY Books, a universally accessible digital library, converted university textbooks into DAISY format,
and provided them to a university student with reading difficulties. The assessment test was done twice at
the end of first year and second year respectively during the demonstration experiment, the effectiveness
of use of Multimedia DAISY Books was measured. For the assessment, “The Impressive Assessment on
the Use of Multimedia DAISY Books in Higher Education” was used. The assessment result demonstrated
that the continuous use of DAISY Books reduced the student’s attitude of resistance towards reading and
writing.

Along with the demonstration experiment, this study also examined the situation in the United States,
known for its advanced status in dyslexia support.

Based on the knowledge obtained through the demonstration experiment and international comparison,
the study established that, in Japan, support for university students with reading difficulties in higher
education is an urgent issue to be tackled. It also found that the establishment of an environment which
enables quick access to specialized books through the reform of various systems relevant to shared online

libraries, is required.

Keywords : university students with reading difficulties, accessible books, Multimedia DAISY books,

demonstration experiment, international comparison, shared online libraries
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