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Status and Issues of Support for Children with Disabilities and
Their Parents with Foreign Roots amongst Local Governments (Part One)

HISHIDA Hiroyuki'

Abstract : This study empirically examines the current situation and issues regarding support for parents
of disabled children with foreign roots amongst local governments by conducting interviews with local
government departments in charge of multicultural liaison, public interest foundations, NPOs and private
companies. The interviews revealed that some local governments are aware of the need to support parents
of disabled children with foreign roots, but are struggling to connect them to specialist institutions such as
medical care and education, and to existing local government systems and services. We also found that
local authorities and informal actors such as public interest foundations, non-profit organizations and
private companies are working together to find ways to support them. Furthermore, it was confirmed that
the establishment of an advanced informal sector system is effective in providing support in remote areas
and even in the context COVID-19 pandemic. On the other hand, in municipalities that are advanced in
the field of multicultural liaison, it became clear that the support for parents of children with disabilities
who have foreign roots is not uniform, as there are various systems depending on the situation of each
municipality, and that it is difficult for Japanese supporters to provide care to the children, and that it is
important to have a support system with foreign staff who take into consideration their language and

cultural background.

Keywords : Parents of children with disabilities who have foreign roots, multicultural liaison,

communication support, multilingual support, collaboration with the informal sector
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