Sample Questions (Junior High School)

Ritsumeikan Junior High School A 753\ English Exam

Read the following article and answer the questions.

With the outbreak of the new coronavirus, the magnitude of the role of doctors and nurses is
being reaffirmed. Do you know anyone who has pioneered such a role? Florence Nightingale, an
Englishwoman is one such person. It is said that she did not want to become famous, but there is a statue
of Nightingale by the War Memorial in central London. The few emergency hospitals created in
response to the new corona virus are also called "Nightingale hospitals". During the Crimean War, in
the mid-19th century when the Russians fought the British and other nations, Nightingale was active in
improving the conditions of military hospitals, which were in dire straits. May 12, Nightingale's
birthday, is also "International Nurses Day". In addition to the fact that this year marks the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Nightingale in 1820, there was also a great deal of interest in the spread of the
new corona virus. On the day of the event, images of Nightingale were projected on the walls of
Parliament and some hospitals. Nightingale said, during her time, that the washing of hands was
important. In today’s current situation those words haven't faded at all.

Translation of Mainichi Shogakusei Shinbun 2020.May 23

Reading questions

Multiple Choice — Choose the best answer for each question

1. According to the article, why is Nightingale well known? (2 points)

A She invented the hospitals

B She made statues

C She changed hospitals in war
D She helped win a war



2. Nightingale was active in improving what? (2 points)

A Conditions of the war memorial

B The conditions of the Crimean war
C Military hospitals conditions

D Doctor training

3. What were the few “emergency hospitals” created in response to Corona virus called? (2 points)

A Nightingale Hospitals
B Corona Hospitals

C International hospitals
D Memorial Hospitals

4. Nightingale’s birthday is the same day of which international day? (2 points)

International Memorial Day
International Hospital Day
International Nurses Day
International British Day
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Vocabulary — Choose the word or phrase with a similar meaning to each words of phrases below. Each word is
taken from the text.

5. What is the best word to mean the same as “Magnitude” in line 1? (1 point)

A Direction
B Importance
C Difference
D Condition

6. What is the best word to mean the same as “Pioneered” in line 2? (1 point)

A To make something more difficult.

B To stop something

C To begin something

D To make a big mistake that was good

7. What is the best phrase to mean the same as “emergency hospitals” in line 4? (2 points)

A Temporary hospitals
B Corona Hospitals

C International hospitals
D Memorial Hospitals

8. Which phrase has the closest meaning to “Dire straits” in line 7? (2 points)

In a line

Doing very well
Too easy

In a bad condition
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Longer answers — Answer in detail and in complete sentences.

9 — What information does the author provide to suggest Nightingale is famous? (3 points)

Interpretation questions — answer with complete sentences.

10 -Why do you think the author chose Florence Nightingale as the subject of this article? What message do you think
the author is trying to communicate here? (3 points)

Writing Section
Read the following writing prompt and write your response on the answer sheet provided.

Essay prompt

Florence Nightingale is remembered 200 years after her birth for making a great and positive change to something that
needed to be fixed. Think of someone, either famous or not, who you think in 200 years will be remembered for a big
change they made to the way people think about or do something. Write about this person and provide examples and
explanations of how he or she has changed something to make it better. Your writing should be between 300 and 500
words.
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