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Abstract

This study aims at reconstructing the collective thinking developed in the symposium
entitled “Social affordance: Toward a dialogue between the academia and real world”
held at the 34th Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society of Developmental Psychology
from the standpoint of amateurism. The first point was presented from the actual
field of a venture company specialized in the organization development where a set of
insights arose regarding the surrounding environments such as seating arrangement,
layout and the timing of responsive conversation functioning as “field ecology” in
the facilitation of dialogue-type workshops: such set of facilitating conditions could
be called “social affordance.” The second point shed a new spotlight to the study on
“encounter” in the later work of J. J. Gibson, and revealed that the unit of “event” not
of a physical “thing” constitutes significant focus where the approach to a particular
event is regulated in a predictive manner. Social affordance is considered as 1) the
conditions embedded in the social field that regulate the continuation of the ongoing
events, 2) the occasions in which the movement of the situation points to the “edge”
of uncertainty, 3) being related with the institutional aspects, and finally 4) reflective
construct over this argument itself.
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