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Master’s Program
« Regular Admissions (Document + Interview)

» Regular Admissions (Document Only)

» Regular Admissions (DMDP Applicants to RU
Partner Universities)

« In-University Advancement Admissions

« APU Special Admissions

Doctoral Program

+ Regular Admissions
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— Please check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” posted on Ritsumeikan University Graduate

School Entrance Examination Information Website.
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In case the contents of Application Guidelines need to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances, the information
will be updated on “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website” (https://

www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/).
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— Please also check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) ” which includes important informations below.
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Master’s Program

1. Education Mission

Our

MA program seeks to foster professionals with advanced analytic ability, who are capable of pursuing agendas such as

building order and peace in the international community, promoting sustainable development, and solving the problems of
multicultural societies. We aim to foster such ability by equipping students with interdisciplinary and multifaceted
perspectives based on specialized knowledge of international relations and skills in inter-cultural communications.

2.Di

ploma Policy

The

GSIR, as an institution for interdisciplinary studies of international relations, seeks to develop researchers who can

explore various political, economic, and cultural issues in a globalizing world and foster professionals with practical ability

and

advanced knowledge of international relations. To meet these aims, GSIR sets four areas of competency which students

have to acquire during the Master’s program.

The

four competencies are deemed acquired when students earn necessary credits according to the curriculum policy and

curriculum map and fulfill all requirements for completing the Master’s thesis.

1. Interest, motivation, and attitude

Students should have broad interests in current conditions in their specialized field and compile their research into an
academic paper.

. Deliberation and judgment

Students should be able to analyze issues in international relations based on advanced academic knowledge of
international relations.

. Knowledge and understanding

Students should possess knowledge of their specialized fields and their particular research areas. They can use this
knowledge in their analysis of relevant issues.

. Skills and expression
Students should possess academic skills such as the ability to understand and analyze a variety of materials and
documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methodologies in the social sciences. They should
acquire practical language abilities to carry out their research and publish the outcomes.

Master’s Thesis Requirements and Evaluation Criteria

The thesis must:

1

O B~ W N

. fulfill the requirements regarding the required number of words.

. be formatted appropriately

. include an abstract.

. be sufficiently grounded in previous academic works in the relevant field.

. for empirical research, must demonstrate an accurate understanding of the facts. For theoretical research, it must
contain a critical review of relevant theories.

. be organized appropriately into chapters, sections, etc., and show logical consistency (logical development and linkage
of each chapter/section)

. demonstrate a reasonable contribution to the relevant field

. defend the thesis well during the oral defense

3. Curriculum Policy

In order to achieve its education goals specified in the curriculum policy, the GSIR designs the curriculum in the following

four areas of competency.

1

. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current conditions in their specialized fields and compile their research into an
academic paper.
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2. Deliberation and judgment
Core courses will help students to analyze issues in international relations based on academic knowledge of
international relations.

3. Knowledge and understanding
Advanced courses help students to acquire knowledge of their specialized fields and their particular research areas and

use this knowledge in their analysis of relevant issues.

4. Skills and expression
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Advanced Courses and Advanced Seminar should help students to acquire academic skills such as the ability to

understand and analyze a variety of materials and documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research
methodologies in the social sciences. They also assist the students in acquiring practical language abilities to carry out
their research and publish the outcomes.

4. Admission Policy

The GSIR MA Program welcomes applicants who seek to acquire interdisciplinary and multifaceted perspectives grounded

in their knowledge of international relations, capacity in multicultural communication in order to pursue careers related to
building order and peace in the international community, promoting sustainable developments, and solving problems that
arise in a multicultural society.



I. Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1.Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

Number of
Major Program Admission Method Students
Accepted
I -l Relats m Regular Admissions (Document + Interview) 20
* International Relations — X
Program l(?lggular Adtrr(l;ssll(gris for English-based Program 10
International (Japanese-based Program) ocument Vnly
Relations m Regular Admissions (DMDP Applicants to Afew
+ Global International Ritsumeikan Partner Universities)
Relations Program | - : . et
AR\l [n-University Advancement Admissions 5
(English-based Program) In-Univ. - Y —
APU Special Admissions A few

* Global International Relations Program is the only option to apply for under “Regular Admissions for English-based Program”.

—Once enrolled, the program selected at the time of application may not be changed.
(https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/)

—Depending on the number of applications received and the results of the entrance examination, the number of successful candidates may
be less than the number originally set to be accepted.

/ N
About Regular Admissions (DMDP Applicants to Ritsumeikan Partner Universities)

This admission is for applicants who wish to participate in the Dual Master’s Degree Program (DMDP) after
completing their admission to the Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University. DMDP is an
innovative program that allows students to earn two Master’s Degrees from two universities in as short as two years
by studying at an overseas graduate school after approximately one year while enrolling at the Graduate School of
International Relations, Ritsumeikan University. Many students have participated in this highly-acclaimed program
which aims to produce human resources that can play a leading role in the increasingly globalized international
community.
— Once enrolled at Ritsumeikan University, applicants must also meet the entrance requirements of the DMDP partner

university that they wish to study with.
We are seeking applicants who:

1. Have English language ability, communication and problem-solving skills.

2. Have mastered fundamental academic skills.

3. Have a strong intention to study abroad through DMDP.

4. Have the intention to play an active role in the international community.

DMDP Partner Universities

American University (School of International Service: SIS) (AU) USA

The International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University Rotterdam (ISS) Netherlands
University of East Anglia (UEA) UK

The University of York (UY) UK

Royal Holloway, University of London (RHUL) UK

Kyung Hee University (KHU) South Korea
National Chengchi University (NCCU) Taiwan

Student recruitment by partner universities is subject to change due to the circumstances of each university.

3¢ For more details, please refer to the information about the DMDP partner universities on the following link.

<Website on DMDP> https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/education/dmdp/
o J
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2.Schedule

g .. .. . . Interview Notification of Admission
3 Admissions Application Period Interview Date Wit 0 Results Method
—
2 Saturday, Saturday, Thursday, m
- Thursday, June 13, 2024
wn September 7, September 14, September 26, m
- —Thursday, June 27, 2024 2024 2024 2024 -
8 September
oQ Thursday
= Thursday, June 20, 2024 Document ?
[ _
3 ~Thursday, July 4, 2024 Screening Septzrglzazr 19,
Thursday, September 19, 2024 Document _ Thursday,
November —Thursday, October 3, 2024 Screening November 28, 2024
Saturday, Saturday, Thursday, m
Feb Thursday, November 28, 2024 | February 1, 2025 | February 8, 2025 | February 20, 2025 -
CPTUATY | _Thursday, December 12, 2024
Document _ Thursday,
Screening February 20, 2025

* Applicants may have a phone/email/in-person interviews if necessary.

—In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) on the first day of the application period.

—Only if the university determines that it is not possible to conduct the interview on the originally scheduled interview date due to
unavoidable circumstances such as natural disasters, the interview will be conducted on its scheduled makeup day.

—When the university decides to postpone the interview to the makeup day, it will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” and the website of each
graduate school. A sudden postponement of the interview may occur due to unexpected circumstances. Therefore, check the

aforementioned websites frequently.

3.Application Fee

Application Fee Admission Method
XU D & ! | DMDP | in-Univ.| APU |
5,000 yen

—Payment must be completed during the application period.

—Payment can be made by credit card, convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas Remittance. For detailed information,
please see “(3) Application Fee” in “1. How to Apply / Application Process” specified in the “Application Guidelines (for all Graduate

Schools)”.



|l. Eligibility Requirements

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that
program by March 31, 2025 will have their admission revoked.

— Contact the Administrative Office, College of International Relations before the deadline to request individual
preliminary screening if you have any inquiries about the requirements below, such as the number of years you
received education overseas or a degree obtained at an overseas educational institution.

(2) Certificate [Certificate issued by universities in China)” in “2. Points

<

— Those who do not meet the criteria stated in *
to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” must have
an individual preliminary screening. For example, persons whose final academic background is zhuanke (4£}) (3-year
college degree) in China. For information about the individual preliminary screening, please refer to page 55.

— Applications for admissions held in February received from individuals without Japanese nationality who, at the
time of application, do not have a Japanese residence card valid from March 1 onward, will not be accepted
(excluding special permanent residents).

— Even if you have a Japanese residence card valid from March 1 onward at the time of application to the university,
your residence status and card may become invalid if you withdraw or graduate from your current school, etc.
prior to March 1. In such cases you are responsible to either apply for an extension of your residence status,
apply for a change to another residence status type which will allow for university study, or to apply for a new
residence status.

Application Criteria

(1) Persons who have graduated from a university* or who are expected to graduate from such before being enrolled in the
graduate school.

* “University” refers to one of the universities listed in Article 83 of the School Education Act (formal undergraduate
programs offered by universities in Japan).

(2) Persons who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree by the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality
Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate
school.

(3) Persons who have completed a 16-year program at an overseas school or who are expected to complete such a program
before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(4) Persons who have completed a 3-year program or a program of more than 3 years (*2) and have been awarded a degree by
an overseas university or school (*1) which is recognized as being equivalent to a bachelor’s degree or who are expected
to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school (the 2016 ordinance of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, No.19).

(5) Persons who have completed a 16-year program of an overseas school by taking its correspondence course in Japan or who
are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(6) Persons who have completed the program of an overseas school in Japan that is recognized as being equivalent to an
overseas university by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology or who are expected to
complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(7) Persons who have completed a specialized program at a special training school designated by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology after the date designated by the said minister or who are expected to complete
such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(8) Persons who have completed a program at a university under the prewar educational system (the 1953 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-1 to 4, and the 1955 Notification of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Sports and Culture, No0.39-1).

(9) Persons who have completed a program at any of the educational institutions affiliated with governmental ministries and
agencies, such as the National Defense Academy in Japan, the Japan Coast Guard Academy, and the Meteorological
College or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school (the 1953
Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-5 to 9, and the 1955 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-2).

(10) Persons who hold a specialized or first-category teaching license for elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools,
kindergartens, or schools for disabled children under the Educational Personnel Certification Law or are expected to
obtain such a license before being enrolled in the graduate school and who are 22 years of age or older, or will reach 22
years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school, or who have other teaching licenses and have been designated
by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (or who are expected to meet specific
requirements before being enrolled in the graduate school) (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science,
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Sports and Culture, No. 5-10 to 12).

(11) Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and who are recognized as having
sufficient academic ability to study at a graduate school at Ritsumeikan University (*3).

(12) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than that of a university graduate by
Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of an individual preliminary screening and who are 22 years of age
or older, or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*3).

*1 The university or the school will be evaluated by an organization approved by a relevant official institution in the country for
their education and research activities or recognized as so by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology.

*2 The program must include a correspondence course that enables students to study in Japan by a university or school which
is approved by the educational system of the country and satisfy the above requirements.

*3 Persons who intend to apply under category (11) or (12) will be subject to an individual preliminary screening. They should
refer to page 55 and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.

Applicants must satisfy one of the application criteria (1) through (12) above.

Document
Applicants must satisfy one of the application criteria (1),(3),(4),(5),(6) or (12) above.

DMDP

Applicants must satisfy one of the application criteria (1) through (12) above and have both at least a cumulative GPA and
English language ability required by each DMDP partner university.

1. Requirements for “General Students”
— “General Students” refer to all applicants excluding “Transfer Students” and “Students who participated in the Dual
Undergraduate Degree Program (DUDP)”.
Applicants must satisfy all of application criteria (1) through (3):
(1) Students who are currently enrolled as 4th year students in one of the Colleges of Ritsumeikan University and are
expected to graduate in September 2024 or March 2025 (study abroad period is counted in the total enrollment period).
(2) Students who have acquired at least 90 credits required for graduation by the end of the 6" semester.
(3) Students who have a grade point average (GPA) above 3.0 as of the end of the 6" semester.
Please note that our GPA calculation differs from the normal GPA calculation method.

T grades earned from recognized UBC joint program credits are calculated as A grades.

Do

. Requirements for “Transfer Students”
Applicants must satisfy all of the application criteria (1) through (3):
(1) Students who are currently enrolled as 4th year students in one of the Colleges of Ritsumeikan University and are
expected to graduate in September 2024 or March 2025.
(2) Students who have acquired at least 42 credits required for graduation by the end of the 6" semester.

th

(3) Students who have a grade point average (GPA) above 3.0 as of the end of the 6" semester.

w

. Requirements for “Students who participated in DUDP”

Applicants must satisfy all of the application criteria (1) through (3):

(1) Students who are currently enrolled as 4th or 5th year students in one of the Colleges of Ritsumeikan University and are
expected to graduate in September 2024 or March 2025 (including study abroad periods counted in the total enrollment
periods).

(2) For students expected to graduate in September 2024, at least 90 credits of the required for graduation must be acquired
by the end of the AY2023 Spring Semester. For students expected to graduate in March 2025, those credits must be
acquired by the end of the AY2023 Fall Semester.

(3) Students who participated in DUDP and are expected to be granted a bachelor’s degree from host institution.

Please note that our GPA calculation differs from the normal GPA calculation method.
T grades earned from recognized UBC joint program credits are calculated as A grades.



1. Requirements for applicants who are expected to graduate in the 4th year.
Applicants who have graduated or plan to graduate from APU in September 2024 or March 2025, must have acquired at
least 90 credits required for graduation and have a cumulative GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 2.5 by the end of
6th semester.

2. Requirements for applicants who are expected to graduate through the Accelerated Graduation Program.
Those who are registered for the APU Accelerated Graduation Program and have graduated or are expected to graduate in
September 2024 or March 2025.

Q
0
41
()
q\-
%)
o
=
(®]
(o °)
=
Q
3




1. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
Prior to Your Application

Although not essential, applicants may contact prospective professors by email prior to the start of an application period to
inquire about availability and relevancy to their specialization after the enrollment.
Please refer to the websites in the links below for their specialization, research topic and email contacts.
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B Website of the Graduate School of International Relations:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/faculty/

B Ritsumeikan University Researcher database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose email address is not open to the public, contact the Administrative Office, College
of International Relations by email.

In the correspondence, please specify the name of the professor you would like to contact.

B Contact:
ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp



IV. Required Documents

1.Required Documents
Regarding the notice on application including the information of certificates, etc., please refer to “2. Points to Note when

Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.
Prescribed application forms are included at the end of the Application Guidelines (for Graduate School of International
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Relations).
Please also refer to “How to Submit Application Documents” on page 39.

Please check the documents marked with a v and 3 in the “Admission Method” column you are applying for, and check
the explanation of each document.

) Admission Method
Required Documents —m — —m — —
(1) | Application Sheet v v v v v
(2) | Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants * * * * *
(3) | Certificate of Graduation / Expected Graduation v v v v v
(4) | Academic Transcript v v v v v
(5) | Research Proposal v v v v v
(6) | Essay v v v - v
(7) | Pledge v v v v v
(8) | Recommendation for Graduate Study (optional) - * - - -
(9) | Certificate of Language Ability v v v v v
(10) | DMDP University Choice Form - - - -
(11) | Cumulative GPA Document - - v v v
(12) | Bachelor’s Degree Thesis Proposal or Abstract - - - v v
(13) | Certificates of Language Ability other than English * * * * *
(14) | Certificate of Degree Conferment * - * - -
(15) | Certificate/Letter of Award of Teaching License * - * - -

vt Necessary ¢ :Ifapplicable — : Unnecessary

(1) Application Sheet
Must be printed out from “Ritsu-Mate” after you complete your application information on the same website with a
photograph of the applicant's face attached.
*Color facial photo (taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap, facing
front, no background, and 3 cm long X 2.4 cm wide). Digital alteration of the photo is not permitted.

(2) Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants [Form GS 1]

Only required from applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.

(3) Certificate of Graduation / Expected Graduation
Certificate issued by the higher education institution you attended, which meets application criteria.
Only the original is accepted.
*For those who have finished undergraduate abroad, the degree must be confirmed with this document.

[Those who have graduated / are expected to graduate from universities in China, excludes Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Macau)
Please submit the documents below instead of certificate of graduation / expected graduation.

Instead of the certificate of graduation / expected graduation, please print and submit the documents below.

{Those who have already graduated)
Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ Z 7 {27 i UEF5 Ha
TN RERT)



{Those who expect to graduate)
Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ 24 & ¥R FE (£ W8 F 2 )

(4) Academic Transcript
Certified Academic Transcript issued by the higher education institution you attended which meets the application
criteria.
Only the original is accepted.
— Applicants who completed or are expected to complete the American University-Ritsumeikan University Joint Degree
Program must submit an academic transcript from Ritsumeikan University.

Final Transcript of Academic Record Issued by a School you attended, which meets application criteria.
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- Applicants who wish to study at AU

To have at least a cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (= 3.75 on a 5.0 scale)
- Applicants who wish to study at UEA

To have at least a cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (= 3.75 on a 5.0 scale)
« Applicants who wish to study at RHUL

To have at least a cumulative GPA of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale (= 4.0 on a 5.0 scale)
- Applicants who wish to study at UY

To have at least a cumulative GPA of 3.25 on a 4.0 scale (= 4.0 on a 5.0 scale)
« Applicants who wish to study at NCCU

To have at least a cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (= 3.75 on a 5.0 scale)
+ DMDP partner universities other than the abovementioned universities

No specific GPA requirement

(5) Research Proposal [Form IR 1]
Applicants are recommended to also submit a copy of their bachelor’s thesis (if applicable) or term papers related to
the research proposal.

(6) Essay [FormIR 2]

Electronic data (PDF/Word format) submission is also required.
(7) Pledge [FormIR 4]

(8) Recommendation for Graduate Study [Form IR 5]
— Submission is optional.
— Should be written and sealed by your academic advisor or equivalent. If you are currently working, a recommendation
written by your supervisor is also acceptable.

(9) Certificate of Language Ability

Copies are accepted.

— Certificates must be valid as of the starting date of the application period. Therefore, applicants must have taken the
test and be in possession of a valid certificate by the application starting date.

— Applicants may be asked for further confirmation.

— Scores of TOEFL" Test, IELTS and TOEIC” Listening & Reading Test must be taken no more than 2 years before the
starting date of application period.

— TOEFL ITP” Test and TOEIC” Listening & Reading Test Institutional Program (IP) are not acceptable.

— Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).

— TOEIC" L&R scores must be submitted with an Official Score Certificate (PDF version).

| D &1 _JDocument | In-Univ. |l APU_

(a) Applicants applying to Japanese-based International Relations Program must submit the following:
Official certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)*; Either “Score Report”, “Certificate of Result and
Scores” or “Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency”.
* APU Special Admissions applicants applying to Japanese-based International Relations Program are required to
submit a copy of the JLPT level 1 (N1) official certificate.
— Submission of official certificate of JLPT is waived for applicants with either Japanese nationality, permanent

residency or special permanent residency.



— In addition to the above, submission of official certificate of JLPT is waived for applicants who completed or are
expected to complete an undergraduate or graduate program where Japanese is the official language of
instruction. In such case, an official university document certifying this is required (The document must be
original and signed by a person who holds a post such as dean or department chair).

— Submission of certificates of English language proficiency is highly recommended though optional.

(b) Applicants applying to English-based Global International Relations Program must submit the following:
Certificate of English Language Proficiency
— TOEFL® Test or IELTS is preferable.
— Submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants who are nationals of
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the countries listed below, as well as those who have completed or are expected to complete an undergraduate

or graduate program in the listed countries. Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Malta, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St
Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, U.K. and U.S.A.

— In addition to the above, submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants
who have completed or are expected to complete an undergraduate or graduate program where English is the
official language of instruction. In such case, an official university document certifying this is required. (The
document must be original and signed by a person who holds a post such as dean or department chair.)

(a) All applicants must submit a certificate of English language proficiency that satisfies the following minimum scores
required by their intended DMDP partner universities.

- Applicants who wish to study at AU
TOEFL iBT" Test of 100 or IELTS of 7.0 or more

+ Applicants who wish to study at ISS
TOEFL iBT" Test of 92 or IELTS of 6.5 or more

+ Applicants who wish to study at UEA
TOEFL iBT" Test of 88 or IELTS of 6.5 or more

+ Applicants who wish to study at RHUL
IELTS of 6.5 (sub-score 7.0 in writing) or more

+ Applicants who wish to study at UY
IELTS of 6.5 (with no less than 6.0 in each component) or more

+ Applicants who wish to study at KHU
TOEFL iBT" Test of 94 or IELTS of 7.5 or TOEIC® Listening & Reading Test 850 or more

+ Applicants who wish to study at NCCU
Applicants for an English-taught program (IMPIS): TOEFL iBT" Test of 80 or IELTS of 6.0 or more Applicants
for programs other than IMPIS: level 6 of the Chinese Proficiency Test

— Submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants who are nationals of
the countries listed below, as well as those who have completed or are expected to complete an undergraduate
or graduate program in the listed countries. Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Malta, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St
Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, U.K. and U.S.A.

— In addition to the above, submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for
applicants who have completed or are expected to complete an undergraduate or graduate program where
English is the official language of instruction. In such case, an official university document certifying this is
required. (The document must be original and signed by a person who holds a post such as dean or department
chair.)

(b) Applicants applying to Japanese-based International Relations Program must further submit the following: Official
certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT); Either “Score Report”, “Certificate of Result and
Scores” or “Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency”.

— Submission of official certificate of JLPT is waived for applicants with either Japanese nationality, permanent
residency or special permanent residency.

— In addition to the above, submission of official certificate of JLPT is waived for applicants who have completed or
are expected to complete an undergraduate or graduate program where Japanese is the official language of
instruction. In such case, an official university document certifying this is required. (The document must be
original and signed by a person who holds a post such as dean or department chair.)

(10) DMDP University Choice Form [Form IR 8]

Select your first and second preference of host universities from the “DMDP Partner Universities” listed on the form.



(11) Cumulative GPA Document
Document showing your cumulative GPA as of the end of the 6th semester is required. Please submit a hard copy of the
GPA results available via Course Registration Status on CAMPUS WEB.

Submit an official document showing your cumulative GPA as of the end of the 6th semester.

(12) Bachelor’s Degree Thesis Proposal or Abstract [Form IR 3]
Applicants who does not write bachelor’s degree thesis may fill out Form IR 3 with the abstract of their papers or essays
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related to their research topics instead. If you do not have such a paper or essay itself, it is not necessary to submit this

form.

(13) Certificates of Language Ability other than English
Submission is optional.
— Certificates must be valid as of the starting date of application period.
— Applicants may be asked for further confirmation.

(14) Certificate of Degree Conferment
Only required from applicants who fall under “II. Eligibility Requirements - (2)”.
Only the original is accepted.

(15) Certificate/Letter of Award of Teaching License
Only required from applicants who fall under “II. Eligibility Requirements - (10)”.
Only the original is accepted.

2.Important Notes for Application

(1) Once enrolled, you cannot change the program you selected at the time of application. For program details, please see
our website (https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/).

(2) Research Proposal and Essay should be written in the same language which is used in your desired program of
enrollment, and if possible using a word processor program typed on A4 size (or equivalent) paper.

(3) Be sure to enter your name on “Ritsu-Mate” (and in the application forms) in the required format as specified in “ (1)
How to enter/write your names” in “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

(4) Submitted documents will not be returned for any reason, even if it is determined after the application that the applicant
does not meet the application eligibility criteria.

(5)Be sure to read “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all
Graduate Schools)” carefully for other points to note when applying.



V. How to Submit Application Documents

1.How to Submit Application Documents
The application documents must be sent by registered express mail. Applications postmarked by the due date will be
accepted.
Please check the delivery status on your own, using the tracking number offered when used the tracking service. If your
submitted documents are incomplete, the administrative office will contact you.
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A.When sending from within Japan

(1) Prepare an envelope that is big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents.

(2) Download and print the address label from “Ritsu-Mate”.

(3) Paste the address label (mentioned in (2)) on the envelope (mentioned in (1)) , put all your application documents
inside the envelope and send them by Kan-i-kakitome Sokutatsuyubin (simplified registered express mail). They
must be sent from a post office. Mailing your application from a mailbox is unacceptable.

(4) Please send the electronic data of your Essay (PDF/Word format) as an email attachment to ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
by the deadline, if applicable.

B.When sending from overseas
(1) Create backup files in PDF format for all application documents excluding documents that required to be sealed.
*The total file size must be under 30MB, and the Essay data must be character-recognizable.
(2) Send your complete application documents by express mail with a tracking number.
(3) Please email the data of your application documents and your parcel tracking number to ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp by
the deadline.
(4) The application documents sent by express mail are regarded as a legitimate application.

2.Mailing Address for Application
Administrative Office, College of International Relations (Graduate School Admissions)
Ritsumeikan University
56-1, Toji-in Kitamachi, Kita-ku, Kyoto, 603-8577 Japan
TEL: +81-75-465-1211
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VI. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1.Screening Method
“Del fi DVDP

(1) Screening Method
Comprehensive evaluation of both documents screening and interview.
The language used for your research proposal, essay and interview should be the same language used in your desired
program of enrollment.

Desired Program of Enrollment Medium of Instruction
International Relations Program Japanese
Global International Relations Program English

%k For DMDP admissions, the interview will be conducted in English.
However, if applicants wish to study abroad at National Chengchi University and choose a program other than the
English-based Graduate School of International Relations, the interview will be conducted in Chinese and Japanese.
% Those who have passed the “In-Univ.” admissions are recommended to take the GSIR courses before enrolling in the
Graduate School.
(2) Examination Meeting Time
Details will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”.
(3) Location
Ritsumeikan University Kinugasa Campus.
— Details will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”.

Admission will be based upon the screening of all submitted documents. Applicants may have phone/email/in-person
interviews if necessary. The language used for your research proposal and essay should be the same language used in your
desired program of enrollment.

Desired Program of Enrollment Medium of Instruction
International Relations Program Japanese
Global International Relations Program English

2.Examination Sheet
The examination sheet for the entrance examination can be downloaded from “Ritsu-Mate” approximately two weeks prior
to the interview date. Print out the examination sheet for the entrance examination and bring it with you to the interview.
— Please refer to “(2) Examination Sheet” in “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”
specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

You can check your application number on the examination sheet downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before

the result notification day.

— Please refer to “(2) Examination Sheet” in “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”
specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.



VIl. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (Japan time) on the day of the result announcement.

The documents regarding enrollment procedures will be sent out to successful applicants at their own addresses on the same
day.

If your address changes after submitting the documents for application, send your name, your application number, and the
new address to Administrative Office, College of International Relations by email.

Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

URL of the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:

https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/
— Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding the entrance examination results.
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Ph.D. Program

1. Education Mission

The Graduate School of International Relations (GSIR) is committed to excellence in graduate training. The GSIR’s
general mission is to produce 1) produce scholars of international relations who can contribute to the better understanding
of political, economic, and socio-cultural aspects of globalizing societies with interdisciplinary social-scientific approaches;
2) professionals in various fields, who possess the knowledge and skills rooted in the academic background of international
relations, to solve problems in international community.

2. Diploma Policy

The GSIR, as an institution for interdisciplinary studies of international relations, seeks to foster researchers who can
explore various political, economic, and cultural issues in a globalizing world and train professionals with practical ability
and advanced knowledge of international relations. To meet these aims, the GSIR sets four areas of competency which
students have to acquire during the doctoral program.

The four competencies are deemed acquired when students earn necessary credits according to the curriculum policy and
curriculum map and fulfill all requirements for completing the doctoral thesis.
1. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current conditions in their specialized field and compile their research into an
academic paper to meet the high scholarly standard.
2. Deliberation and judgment
Students should be able to carry out advanced analysis of issues in international relations based on sound academic
knowledge of international relations.
3. Knowledge and understanding
Students should possess advanced knowledge of their specialized fields and their particular research areas. They can
use this knowledge in their advanced analysis of relevant issues.
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4. Skills and expression
Students should possess advanced academic skills such as the ability to understand and analyze a variety of materials
and documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methodologies in the social sciences. They should
acquire advanced language abilities to carry out their research and publish the outcomes to meet the high scholarly
standard.

Doctoral Thesis Requirements and Evaluation Criteria

The thesis must:
1. fulfill the requirements regarding the required number of words.
. be formatted appropriately
. include an abstract.
. be firmly grounded in, and add a substantial contribution to, previous academic works in the relevant field.
. for empirical research, must demonstrate an accurate understanding of the facts. For theoretical research, it must

O B~ W N

contain a critical review as well as a synthesis of relevant theories.

(o))

. be organized appropriately into chapters and sections, and show logical consistency throughout.
7. demonstrate a substantial contribution to the relevant field.
8. defend the thesis well during the final doctoral defense

3. Curriculum Policy

In order to achieve its education goals specified for the doctoral program, the GSIR designs the curriculum in the following
four areas of competency.

The Doctoral program provides a compulsory course, Kenkyu Shido Enshu (Academic Guidance Seminar), to nurture
student’s academic competence and support them in carrying out their research plan.
1. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current debates in their specialized and adjacent fields and compile their
research into an academic paper to meet the high scholarly standard.
2. Deliberation and judgment
Academic guidance seminar helps students to analyze issues in international relations based on advanced academic



knowledge of international relations.

3. Knowledge and understanding
Academic guidance seminar helps students to acquire advanced knowledge of their specialized fields and their
particular research areas and use this knowledge in their analysis of relevant issues.

4. Skills and expression
Academic guidance seminar helps students to acquire advanced academic skills such as the ability to understand and
analyze a variety of materials and documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methods in the
social sciences. They also assist the students in acquiring practical language abilities to carry out their research and
publish the outcomes to meet the high scholarly standard.

4. Admission Policy

The GSIR’s Doctoral Program welcomes applicants who wish to acquire interdisciplinary and multifaceted perspectives
grounded in their advanced knowledge of international relations and capacity in multicultural communication in order to
pursue careers related to building order and peace in the international community, promoting sustainable developments,
and solving problems that arise in a multicultural society. All students admitted to the program are expected to earn a Ph.D.
degree successfully within a set period and pursue careers as researchers at various higher education and research
institutes including universities, and advanced professional careers that require a relevant and advanced academic

qualification, including various international organizations.
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I. Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1.Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

. .. Number of
Major Admission Method Students Accepted
International .
Relations NHL[ET@ Regular Admissions A few

— Depending on the number of applications received and the results of the entrance examination, the number of successful

candidates may be less than the number originally set to be accepted.

2.Schedule
Admissions Abpplication Period Interview Date Notification of Results
Thursday, September 26, 2024 Document
November “Thursday, October 10, 2024 Screening® Thursday, November 28, 2024
Thursday, November 28, 2024 Document
February —Thursday, December 12, 2024 Screening* Thursday, February 20, 2025

* Applicants may have a phone/email/in-person interviews if necessary.
— In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application

period.

3.Application Fee

35,000 yen

— The fee must be paid during the application period.

— Payment can be made by credit card, convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas Remittance. For
detailed information, please see “(3) Application Fee” in “1. How to Apply / Application Process” specified in the
“Application Guidelines (for all graduate schools)”.

— The application fee will be exempted for those who have completed or are going to complete a Master’s Degree program
or Professional Degree program in March 2025 or September 2024 at any Graduate Schools of Ritsumeikan University

and will continue their study in the Doctoral program.
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|l. Eligibility Requirements

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that
program by March 31, 2025 will have their admission revoked.

— Contact the Administrative Office, College of International Relations before the deadline to request for the individual
preliminary screening (please refer to page 55 for the request deadline) if you have any inquiries about the
requirements below, such as the number of years you received education overseas or a degree obtained at an overseas
educational institution.

— Applications for admissions held in February received from individuals without Japanese nationality who, at the
time of application, do not have a Japanese residence card valid from March 1 onward, will not be accepted
(excluding special permanent residents).

— Even if you have a Japanese residence card valid from March 1 onward at the time of application to the university,
your residence status and card may become invalid if you withdraw or graduate from your current school, etc.
prior to March 1. In such cases you are responsible to either apply for an extension of your residence status,
apply for a change to another residence status type which will allow for university study, or to apply for a new
residence status.

Applicants must satisfy one of the following application criteria (1) through (7):

(1) Persons who have been awarded a master’s degree or professional degree or who are expected to be awarded such a degree
before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree abroad or who are
expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(3) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing a
correspondence course offered by an overseas school in Japan or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school.

(4) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing the
program of an overseas school in Japan that is designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology as corresponding to an overseas graduate school or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school.

(5) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree by completing a program at United Nations
University or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(6) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two years after
graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools
as having an academic ability equal to or higher than that of a master’s degree holder (the 1989 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture No.118) (*).

(7) Persons who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an academic ability equal to or
higher than that of a master’s degree holder or professional degree holder as a result of the individual preliminary
screening and who are 24 years of age or older, or who will reach 24 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate
school (*).

* Persons who intend to apply under category (6)or(7), they will be subject to the individual preliminary screening. They
should refer to page 55 and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.



1. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
Prior to Your Application

It is recommended that applicants consult with their prospective supervising professors about their research plan prior to the

start of the application period.

Send an email directly to the professor whose email address can be found on the graduate school website or Ritsumeikan
University Researcher database.
B Website of the Graduate school of International Relations:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/faculty/
M Ritsumeikan University Researcher database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose email address is not open to the public, contact the Administrative Office, College

of International Relations (Graduate School Admissions) by email.
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B Contact:
ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp




IV. Required Documents

1.Required Documents
Regarding the notice on application including the information of certificates, etc., please refer to “2. Points to Note when

Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

Application forms designated by Ritsumeikan University are included at the end of the Application Guidelines (for Graduate
School of International Relations).

Please also refer to “How to Submit Application Documents” on page 51.

Please check the documents marked with a v and 3 in the “Admission Method” column you are applying for, and check
the explanation of each document.

Admission Method

Required Documents

(1) | Application Sheet

(2) | Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants
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(3) | Research Proposal

(4) | Master’s Thesis

(5) | Pledge

(6) | Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion

(7) | Academic Transcript

(8) | Certificate of Language Ability
(9) | Reference Letter

LIS #* <

v ! Necessary k¢ : If applicable

(1) Application Sheet
Must be printed out from “Ritsu-Mate” after you complete your application information on the same website with a
photograph of the applicant's face attached.
*Color facial photo (taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap, facing
front, no background, and 3 cm long X 2.4 cm wide). Digital alteration of the photo is not permitted.

(2) Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants [Form GS 1]

Required only for applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.
(3) Research Proposal [Form IR 6]

(4) Master’s Thesis

If your master’s thesis or research accomplishment is not written in Japanese or English, a Japanese or English

translation is necessary.

— When submitting a full translation, please submit an original document/letter from your graduate school certifying that
the translation is an officially accepted translation of the thesis as well (the documents/letter must be signed by an
authority such as dean).

— Submitted thesis will not be returned.

— If you will not be able to submit your master’s thesis by the application due date, you must submit a draft copy of your
thesis together with a Request for Delayed Submission of Master’s Thesis (Form IR 7) at the time of application.

— If you will not be able to submit your master's thesis, an equivalent research accomplishment may be accepted as an
application document after an individual preliminary screening.

(5) Pledge [Form IR 4]

(6) Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion
Certificate issued by the Graduate School you attend, which meets application criteria.
Only originals accepted.
* For those who have completed graduate schools abroad, the conferred degree must be specified in this document.
* For those who are expected to complete graduate schools abroad, the degree to be conferred must be specified in
this document.



[Those who have completed / are expected to complete a program at Graduate School in China, excludes Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Macau]
(Those who have already completed)
Instead of the certificate of completion, please print and submit both D) and (2) below.
(@ Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ 25 #B~% JiiE 5
BTN %E )
(2 Online Verification Report of Higher Education Degree Certificate (English translation of “ A7 [E & 25 2 75 A i A
LRI UER A )
(Those who expect to complete)
In addition to the certificate of expected completion, please print and submit the documents below.
Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ 2t & 3% 5 (£ I IFH ™)

(7) Academic Transcript
Certified Academic Transcript must be issued by a graduate school that meets the application criteria.

Only the original is accepted.

(8) Certificate of Language Ability

Copies are accepted.

— Certificates must be valid as of the starting date of the application period. Therefore, applicants must have taken the
test and be in possession of a valid certificate by the application starting date.

— Applicants may be asked for further confirmation.

— Scores of TOEFL" Test, IELTS and TOEIC" Listening & Reading Test must be taken no more than 2 years before the
starting date of application period.

— TOEFL ITP” Test and TOEIC” Listening & Reading Test Institutional Program (IP) are not acceptable.

— Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).

— TOEIC® L&R scores must be submitted with an Official Score Certificate (PDF version). This only applies to February
entrance examinations.
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<Applicants who plan to write their doctoral thesis in Japanese at the time of application>

Applicants must submit an official certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)(N1); either a “Score

Report”, “Certificate of Result and Scores” or “Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency”.

— Submission of the official certificate of JLPT is waived for applicants who have written their master's thesis (or
equivalent research work) in Japanese.

— In addition to the above, submission of the certificate of JLPT(N1) is waived for applicants who completed or are
expected to complete a postgraduate program where Japanese is the official medium of instruction. To be exempted,
an original copy of the document from the graduate school certifying this needs to be submitted (the document must

be signed by an authority such as a dean).

<Applicants who plan to write their doctoral thesis in English at the time of application>

Applicant must submit a certificate of English Language Proficiency.

— TOEFL® Test or IELTS is preferable.

— Submission of the official certificate of English Language Proficiency is waived for applicants who have written their
master's thesis (or equivalent research work) in English.

— In addition to the above, the certificate of English language proficiency submission is waived for applicants who
completed or are expected to complete a postgraduate program where English is the official medium of instruction.
To be exempted, an original copy of the document from the graduate school certifying this needs to be submitted
(the document must be signed by an authority such as a dean)

(9) Reference Letter [Form IR 9]

— Must submit one reference letter (in Form IR 9) regardless of the university or the field of study in which you were/
are enrolled.

— Should be written and sealed by your graduate school academic advisor.

— “Reference Letter Enclosed” must be written on the front of the sealed envelope.

— In case it is not possible to obtain a reference letter from your graduate school academic advisor, you may submit a
reference letter from your graduate school co-academic advisor or your supervisor at work on the condition that you
fill-out the separate Reference Letter — Additional Information (Form IR 10), and submit it together with the
reference letter.



Ee)
=
O
o
—
(®]

oQ
=
Q
=]

2.Important Notes for Application
(1) Application documents should be written in the language you wish to be taught in after your admission (English or

Japanese) , and if possible using a word processor program typed on A4 size (or equivalent) paper.

(2) Be sure to enter your name on “Ritsu-Mate” (and in the application forms) in the required format as specified in “ (1)
How to enter/write your names” in “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

(3) Submitted documents will not be returned for any reason.
(4)Be sure to read “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all

Graduate Schools)” carefully for other points to note when applying.



V. How to Submit Application Documents

1.How to Submit Application Documents
The application documents must be sent by registered express mail. Applications postmarked by the due date will be

accepted.
Please check the delivery status on your own, using the tracking number offered when used the tracking service. If your
submitted documents are incomplete, the administrative office of the graduate school will contact you.

A.When sending from within Japan
(1) Prepare an envelope that is big enough to fit unfolded A4 documents.
(2) Download and print out the address label from “Ritsu-Mate”.
(3) Paste the address label (mentioned in (2)) on the envelope (mentioned in (1)) , put all your application documents
inside the envelope and send them by Kan-i-kakitome Sokutatsuyubin (simplified registered express mail). They
must be sent from a post office. Mailing your application from a mailbox is unacceptable.

B.When sending from overseas
(1) Create backup files as PDF format for all application documents excluding documents that required to be sealed.
*The total file size must be under 30MB to be sent as an email attachment.
(2) Send your complete application documents by express mail with a tracking number.
(3) Please email the data of your application documents and your parcel tracking number to ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp by
the deadline.
(4) The application documents sent by express mail are regarded as a legitimate application.
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2.Mailing Address for Application

Administrative Office, College of International Relations (Graduate School Admissions)
Ritsumeikan University

56-1, Toji-in Kitamachi, Kita-ku, Kyoto, 603-8577 Japan

TEL: +81-75-465-1211



VI. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1.Screening Method

Admission will be based upon the screening of all submitted documents.
Applicants may have phone/email/in-person interviews if necessary.

2.Examination Sheet
You can check your application number on the examination sheet downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before

the result notification day.
— Please refer to “(2) Examination Sheet”, ”4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”

specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.
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VIl. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (Japan time) on the day of the result announcement.

The documents regarding enrollment procedures will be sent out to successful applicants at their own addresses on the same
day.

If your address changes after submitting the documents for application, send your name, your application number, and the

new address to Administrative Office, College of International Relations by email.
Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application

Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.
URL of the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:

https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/
— Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding the entrance examination results.
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Individual Preliminary Screening (Only if applicable)

Ritsumeikan University offers individual preliminary screenings for prospective adult learners, etc. with the academic
capacity and motivation to study at the graduate level, but whose academic credentials do not meet the minimum
application requirements or when deemed necessary. Those who wish to apply for enrollment into a Master’s Program who
have been determined through the preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than that of a
university graduate will be allowed to apply for the admission screening. Likewise, those who wish to enroll into a Doctoral
Program who have been determined through the preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than
that of a Master’s or Professional Degree Program graduate will be allowed to apply for the admission screening.

Those who wish to have an individual preliminary screening for the admission method that allows applicants to qualify via
this method must complete the necessary procedures by the designated deadline.

*It should be noted that the purpose of the individual preliminary screening is only to check whether or not you meet the
requirements for application regarding academic ability. It is completely separate from the entrance examination. Passing
the individual preliminary screening will simply allow you to apply to take the entrance examination, which you will then
need to pass in order to be granted admission to the graduate school.

1.Procedures for the Individual Preliminary Screening
STEP 1 : Request for an individual preliminary screening to the administrative office of the graduate school.

STEP 2 : Obtain required documents to be submitted for screening.

STEP 3 : Submit required documents by the designated deadline.

STEP 4 : Receive the result of the screening. If you pass the screening, you can apply for the graduate school in accordance
with the application guidelines of the graduate school.
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2.Screening Method

Document screening (plus an interview, if necessary)

3.Contents of Screening
Things that will be considered during the screening include the academic history and qualifications of the individual
applicants, and consideration as to whether or not they have an academic ability equal to or higher than university
graduates.
This includes:
— Any completed learning programs at a training school or vocational school, etc.
— Work experience and qualifications
— Certain earned credits as a degree / non-degree student
— Learning programs completed at a school under the prewar educational system

4.Deadline for submission of the Individual Preliminary Screening Documents
Please submit the required documents to the Administrative Office, College of International Relations (Graduate School
Admissions) at least three weeks before the first day of the application period of any examination. Please contact us for the
details.



5.Documents to be Submitted

(1) Applicants for admission to the Master’s Program are required to submit the following documents.

Documents to be submitted Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening — Regarding the formats of (1), inquire at the
(2) Resume administrative office of the graduate school.
(3) Research proposal — You may submit additional materials, such as
(4) Certificate of academic background and academic record another certificate, essay, piece of work, or
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment, academic reference data.

transcript etc.
(5) Other documents required by the administrative office

(2) Applicants for admission to the Doctoral Program are required to submit the following documents.

Documents to be submitted Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening — Regarding the formats of (1), inquire at the
(2) Resume administrative office of the graduate school.
(3) Research proposal — You may submit additional materials, such as
(4) Certificate of academic background and academic record another certificate, essay, piece of work, or
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment, academic reference data.

transcript etc.
(5) Research achievement that corresponds to a master’s thesis
(6) Other documents required by the administrative office

=1
o
=,
w2 6.Contact
(8] ) ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
(D (—
f3D o
=
— (D
S — .
Ga 3 7.Screening Fee
5 None
[
=
~<
8.Results
Results of the individual preliminary screening will be emailed at least one week before the deadline of the application for
admission.

9.Extent and Term of Screening Result
Results of the screening will be applicable for entrance exams to each graduate school for that particular admission period.
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¥t Form GS 1
NEFELEEETSER / Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants

BUTREBEDHIA - FFL TS,
XEAREEZELGVEOAHREL TSN, SERETEAEEZF I AEFREFETY,

Complete only the sections that apply to you.
*Only required from applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.This form is not required if you have multiple citizenships that include Japanese nationality.

I. EEEICDOULVT/ Status of residence
LITD553% AT HENDEERA-EEALTLIEELY, / Complete only the sections that apply to you.
OA BEMEAEBN—FELFEIKEENIASEALTHELT . AZRICEBERIBRIZRETIFETHD.

Currently (at the time of application) I do not have a Japanese Residence Card or Special Permanent Resident Certificate, and I plan to obtain a “Student”
status of residence at the time of enrollment.

OB I\AEHEERSR)  EBRERMIBREIOEZH—KEELTLS, /Currently (at the time of application) I have a “Student” status of Japanese Residence Card.
REB> TV SFRDEE (FFRP) EAZRAL, UTEAHICEZEH—FOIE—ZEFL TS,

Please write your scheduled date of graduation (or leaving) from your current educational institution and attach a copy of your residence card in the attachment area.
WAEBEO> TSRO EE (F=LRF) FEFA

Scheduled date of graduation (or leaving) from your current educational institution.
XIf you have already graduated (or left), enter the date of graduation (leaving). (MM/YYYY)

0OC REHERR) . ERERIBZZ I U OEBA—FEALTLS,
Currently (at the time of application) I have a Japanese Residence Card other than the “Student” status.
LTFD555ET500ERRL. UTFMARMICERA—FOIE—ZRMFL TS,
Please select the following applicable square and attach a copy of your residence card in the attachment area.
O AZFETICHEBERIBRZI~NEETDLFETHS, /I plan to change my status of residence to “Student” by the date of enrollment.
O EBERTBEINEFTTHFEIEAL, / 1 do not plan to change my status of residence to “Student”.

OOD IRA(HEERS). K EEFBAZEE AL TS, /Currently (at the time of application) I have a Special Permanent Resident Certificate.

<EFH—FOaE—(REME) BT / Attachment area of a Japanese Residence Card (both sides)>
B, CIZE% T BHEMDH / Only those who fall under B and C.

F=@ / Front of card ZEM™ / Back of card
(e
E’ *m&’ﬁ 3 E ® 73 }' ®5 AB12345678CD W 8 e .y
TURNER ELIZABETH ke AR IALSTOSEI0F T

1985%E12/1 318 ' MCLEEE S S ¢

ok e

4431 (2023%¢07H018) j K '
Yoo v " 0 ANnARNTA | asmmzewnaonn

i —_ °m°m
201940401 0 = 2019f£04 00110

727()72:“1’-071]()lru,rcﬁfg; . 2am "w

|4

L3t SENUICE R RRNIRE AR T8

159]: A 28 ML RERRSOEBEMC [anmsxEnTons|

0. SRR—FDIAE—DIEH / A photocopy of applicant’s passport information page

KHFER CHDHBRRD/RRR—FEEBLTNSEDH AR EF TIRETE) ;
* Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application (except for special permanent residents) GS1 pi,‘;';‘,',ﬁn
NRAR—FDEKZ -EEABNRHINR—DFAMY A XDORMKICIE—L., KiFK EHHE TREL TS, 7

Make a photocopy of your passport information page showing your name and date of birth on an A4-size paper and submit it together with this form.

II. ZMOh / Others
ZLUTHEEHDHAEIZELTLEELY, / Complete only the sections that apply to you.
1. B&EE / Work experience

NSt (RiEih) HBENE ENFSHARS
Name of employer (Address) Job description Period of employment
(MM/DD/YYYY)
(MM/DD/YYYY)
(MM/DD/YYYY)
2. 5% / Military service
A/ from (MM/YYYY) LT (MM/YYYY)
LEDESY., HEBEHYFEH A, /I certify that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
H{¢/Date: (MM/DD/YYYY) K4 /Name:
2025.4







[ B BE CRATF 27

Graduate School of International Relations

MA Program

W%t B2/ Research Proposal

ZBr¥ 5/ Application No. (Officeuseonly) | 1. K4, Name

2. E¥27w /7., Program you wish to apply to:

BET 07T KERR L, AR S THEOOENZ T 24— 1 DI a2 T EE,

K7 T A —OFE, HERBGRIER Y = 74 F 2SR LT 72 S0 (https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsit/)
Check the program you wish to apply to, then circle the cluster you are interested in most at time of application. For
details on each cluster, refer to our website at: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/.

H A5 2L 1€/ Japanese-based JeRE L E/English-based
EREERT:7 1 75 A Global International Relations Program
A T a—r3)L e FNF R A. Global Governance
B. AT A F 7L B. Sustainable Development
C. b -t AT 47 C. Culture, Society and Media

D. Global Japanese Studies

3. HE K% Previous academic institute

K4,/ University:
B, Major:

AR (FAA) B/ Date of degree conferred or expected date of degree conferral:

FHEIML DT —~
Graduation thesis topic
(if applicable)

PAREE S CLMEARFOFLEDR)
Student ID Number (only for Ritsumeikan Students)

4. NFEROBHET—~

Proposed research topic

5. Research Proposal
kXY A VTR LT HIE 2 RIS 7 U v 7T e o TR L T2 &0,
Please fasten your typed research plan to this form with a paper clip.
Y NFEEMLETL 70T LAOFESHETRRAL T IEE N,
The language to be used for the research proposal should be the same language which is used in your desired program of enrollment.
A. WFEEHA] - ##48, Research Proposal
TWFFERE N2 085 5 OMFSEEHE - MifiA 7 —~ . PR ER. 77 e —F - FiEREIZER L9 2 TR
IR ~RT< 72 &V, Please describe your research proposal. Include your research theme, purpose/meaning and
approach/methods which you intend to use.
1) —MAFRB (RAGRIEEHES) S, WA TR UG AEEES) MR, APU FERISE AN FRlBR HHRE S
Applicants to Regular Admissions for English-based program (Document Only), Applicants to APU Special Admissions :
HAGE 2000 FHEEE, 535 1000 U — PR
/ Approximately 2000 characters in Japanese or 1000 words in English.
2) DM N ER TS / Applicants to other admission methods:
HAGE 1000 #2E£,  Z5535 500 7 — RFRSE / Approximately 1000 characters in Japanese or 500 words in English
B. FEkOUERALE (FARMIIZ) / Please describe your future plans after completion of the master’s program (be specific).
C. FRodrE (oM~ - ERRASIER & 2 VWIL R i SCLA O [E BB 53 B 2 B+ 2 264 - WIF9E)
Other Points (Please describe if you have studied abroad, participated in international exchange programs,
achieved academic distinction, and/or given presentations based upon research in international relations.)

6. WEHEHEH

Name of your prospective academic advisor

2, Form IR 1

2025. 4






[T B BE CR AT 2 A Form IR 2 1/2

Graduate School of International Relations

MA Program

T v t4 /Essay

1. X4 Full Name :

UTFTOEHETT vy B ZHEL, EHL T ES, =y A IFAHRIC Y 2 ETER L, A&
EITT Y T TEDTRHLTLLZEI, T RXTOR—VICRAZTLALTLIEZ N, FIEITERE
BEARANTH TLIEE N, MFIC KV ER S NT 2 ERBO ONTGAIEAH - AFEZIRVIELET,
HHEBIIANTEZHRET L0 7 7 L0FESHEZFAHLTIEESY,  (TiizMi)

AT A EERT LTS o
A=E/A N EERERET 7 7T L

FREEHESTRE T D

Far5 N Global International Relations Program

Please write and submit an essay as instructed below. The essay must be typed using a word processor program,
printed on A4 size paper and fasten them with a paper clip to this cover sheet. Your full name should be
written on all pages. The essay should be written completely by the applicant. In the case an essay is found to
be written by others, the admission acceptance will be revoked. Please use the language (English or Japanese)
used in your desired program of enrollment (please see below.)

Japanese-based Program International Relations Program

English-based Program Global International Relations Program

2. 7 —< Theme

BT DIFGETINC DN T, HART-NRFICEE & B 2 2P0k (BEL VL LILR) & =80k
EFTENLEL LN D, T —~v OB K2 OBREHRHAL TIZIN, 2L
DILHR & &7 7= OWFFEETHE & OBIEIZOW T HR L T 7E 3V, 728, ZRT 5 I SCHkIL B AGE
H L IFHEFETHITENZ L OISR £9,

Choose at least three academic works (books or academic articles) that you think are highly important with
regard to your research field. Compare and explain their significance. In addition, explain their relevance to
your research plan. The academic works discussed in the essay must be published in Japanese or English.

HEEEH Notes
1) 354 Number of characters / words

A 7R Admission Method 5% Number of characters/words
BT, BT (DMDP JRER) HARRE 3000 FHEEE, 8 1500 U — FRREE
Regular Admissions (Document + Interview) Approximately 3000 characters in Japanese
Regular Admissions (DMDP Applicants to Ritsumeikan Partner pp ) Y ) p.
Universities) or approximately 1500 words in English
AR ER 7. Admission Method SCF-% Number of characters/words

— RN ER (0 AR ESRES)

— W AZEERER (55 ELUE IR R E) HAGE 6000 F-F2HE, S5E 3000 U — NFREE
APU E:5I52 AN F R Approximately 6000 characters in Japanese
Regular Admissions (document only) or approximately 3000 words in English

APU Special Admissions

2025. 4



ke, Form IR 2 2/2

2) FHFSCHER Academic work

BN SCRIC T LT T RE & Rl L TSR E

Please list the following items and relevant information regarding each academic work;

1 . OFE4. OF4, Ot (FEEOHE MM, HiRd) | @FIT

2 w3 CMERE) - OF AN, Q. OMEEn. @&S, OFUTH, O@~—

3 s (UE) - OFEHA. @O, Ot (EEOHA MM, HiktL) | @FIFT4H,
G-y

1 Book: (D author @ title of the book (3 publishing company (in the case of a foreign book, place of
publication, publishing company ) @ publication year

2 Academic thesis (magazine): (D author @) title of the article (3) name of the magazine @ volume number
® publication year © page number

3 Academic thesis (collection of theses): (D author @) title of the article (3 publishing company (in the

case of a foreign book, place of publication, publishing company ) @ publication year (&) page number

2025. 4



] BE CR AT 72+

Graduate School of International Relations

2, Form IR 3

MA Program
ZE (B8 mXETEZEFLEES (HE)
Bachelor’s Degree Thesis Proposal or Abstract
picsion i
pplication numoer %?ﬂ]\xg/ofﬁce use only o

B 4

K 4 College
Name

Title of thesis

WX OB (TE)

R E T E

Thesis proposal or abstract

ZEHK - BEA

Main litetature /material referred to compile the thesis

XY 2 ETER LI O &R L THIEVLERA,
* You may attach your typed Thesis Proposal to this form.

2025. 4






[T B BE ER AT 2 X Form IR 4

Graduate School of International Relations

MATEE R KRR [EERBIRIFZE R B

To the Dean of the Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University

FEL SEAEER R ZEBEE R BARIT ZE R AR BR O 2 BRI 3 LT, T %
FHIZHRASNIEAFICOWTHERWZ & FREHT 2 ToERIT, KA
PERR LT Z 2B LE T,

I certify that the statements in my application documents for admission to the Graduate
School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University, are true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and that all submitted documents have been written by myself.

H AT

Date :

T4

Signature :

2025. 4






]85 BRI FE L 3, Form IR 5 1/4

Graduate School of International Relations

MA Program
#E - FEE
Recommendation for Graduate Study
Graduate School of International Relations Ritsumeikan University

SRE A

Applicant's name :

A D~

Z OERAEHER B, ERLEEE ORI TERIEFREI T —AEB,. T AT I v I T RS P —
HLITZFNICHEL 5 A (B NDOGE T LTI THA)) 1Bk Z BV L TEY £7,

SOXF L TR, ERREBEEDOFT - MBI OFFL T NEFEHE, LFOHEBEIZOWTHARED LL
IIFFECIRAAE, SMEE ZCHHICTIBAD O 2, WE Wt &, BEEHE~ERAEE 3 X9 B
W2 L ET,

22" 10, BELLBEVWHEL BT ET,

¥

ATEE R R EERBEERIT e

To the recommendation provider

This form is to be completed by the applicant's academic advisor at the last institution attended, or by
another eligible person (e.g. work supervisor).

This will be used to assess the applicant's potential as a graduate student in the Faculty of International
Relations.

Please complete the form in English or Japanese and return it in a sealed envelope to the applicant.
To maintain confidentiality, place a signature over the seal of the envelope.

1. EEECOVWT, ROBEAIZENT, sMiENFE S OMOFAE LI L TED L D IZFHlish
3 av/ANs
Please circle the applicant's applicable level in each of the below areas.
A (top5%) , B (top6%-10%) , C (topl1%-25%) , D (top26%-50%) , E (lower than average) ,
F CHIWHTE & Ff 7272\ no grading criteria)

FEHMEE  Aren LA L~V Level KFE0EE Comments

¥

A B C D E F
Academic performance

ST 7

A B C D E F
Analytical ability

o 2025. 4



¥~ Form IR 5 2/4

MAITE - BEME
Originality & creativity

A B C D E F

ERE

Writing ability

A B C D E F

TR A B C D E F
Ability to work with others

2. BFEOEH - N2 EIZHONT, UTORERICONT, BAMICRE L TS,

Please evaluate the applicant’s qualification and abilities:

(1) JE#ET) LamBn B

Basic intellectual capacity and capacity for analytical thinking

2025. 4



3 Form IR 5 3/4

(2) RIEERETEHER D2 =— 7 P

Motivation and creativity in research

(3) T L7z A, RELTW DRSS R DOBE

Learning potential, points for improvement and future challenges

(4) FGEELSOEFERS (DD HEICDOAHRLALTIIZE, )
Proficiency of language other than English (if any)

2025. 4



¥ Form IR 5 4/4

(5) EFEE L OBR L DI’

In what capacity have you known the applicant and for how long?

Your details

Al A

Name

Name of institution

ATEERA (A -

)

T
Job title

0
Address

W T YT A
Tel,/Fax

E-mail

AR A

F

H

Date:

e g
Signature :

Year

Month

Date

2025. 4



[T B BE CR AT 727 5 Form IR 6

Graduate School of International Relations

Ph.D. Program
72 5tEIE/ Research Proposal

ZBr¥ 5/ Application No. (Officeuse only) | 1. K% Name

2. HEHKZ Previous academic study

¥,/ Undergraduate

KF4 / University:

M Major:

FALR G- H / Date of degree awarded:

KBt/ Graduate
K4/ University:
BLIZ /Major:

ALz E (JGA) H Date of degree conferred or expected date of degree conferral:

3. ELtWmXDT —~
Master’s thesis topic

& im e g#Ea
Advisor of Master’s thesis

4. REERLRXT — <
Proposed theme of dissertation

5. Research Proposal

kXY A VETER LEHBEELZARICY Uy TETED TRE LTI EIN,

*k Please fasten your typed research plan to this form with a paper clip.

A. WFSEEHHE - 542 Research Proposal

R ANFHR OB O 3 H»EOHFEGE - EHE T —~ ., MEANCER. 77 e —F kR

CIZEK L9 A TREMICHRANTS 72, FER FE2Y - ) onfbgEitm (Hafk
REDFEGEL) bRALTIZSV,  (HAFE 2000 FFEE, 955 1000 U — FRE)
Please describe your research proposal. Include your research theme, purpose/meaning and approach/
methods which you intend to use. Please also provide your research plan (including plans for paper
presentations at academic conferences) for each semester of each academic year. Approximately 2000
characters in Japanese or 1000 words in English.

B. [FkoOERKAL (B{RMIZ) / Please describe your future plans after completion of the doctoral program
(be specific).

C. FricsH (R - ERASHiEE))
Other Points (Please describe if you have studied abroad, participated in international exchange programs,
achieved academic distinction, and/or given presentations based upon research in international relations.)

D. EtimCLIS TORKFIIEREFE (Bl - BRRFKR, BLUOFER4A)
Please summarize your academic achievements in the field of international relations other than your Master’s

thesis.

6. WEFEHEH

Name of your prospective academic advisor

* BEE CHIEIE S 2 AT 25513 08EE TRl L T< 72 &V, / Please complete this form in English if you
wish to be taught in English.

2025. 4






[EI R BEGR A ZE 7

Graduate School of International Relations

Ph.D. Program

izt BERHE

Request for Delayed Submission of Master’s Thesis

2, Form IR 7

WHERA PN e £ 4  YourName
Name of Graduate School Admission Method
BREALRIFZER}
Graduate School of
International Relations Fig method
&L OB ENE T,
& L5 SCOF N H HOTETTOT, EimXoet - B z2=17 7T,

H A EERBRT R O FE=EICRET L L O IR LE T,

I hereby request delayed submission of a Master’s thesis.

The submission of my Master’s thesis to the relevant graduate school is expected to be:

(day/month/year).

I will thus make sure that the Administrative Office, Graduate School of International Relations receives

my Master’s Thesis on

(day/month/year).

2025. 4






B!

Graduate School of International Relations

Ph.D. Program
(ERCH)

¥ Form IR 8 1/2

£ /1 H

Date(Y/M/D) / /

=~

S|

R F

Reference Letter

SATEE R PR PR E R BI LRI ZE R AFSER R B

To the Dean of the Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University

1. ASREA K4

Applicant’s name

2. BEELOBR (FOXIRHGHTEDS LWELSEREDZ L 28> TV 5H0%)

How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?

3. EHENELRRERHRRO KRG L L TR EED D720 O M & OB 12

DT

How do you assess the applicant’s academic ability, suitability and motivation to study for Ph.D. at

Ritsumeikan University?

BT Bw W E W@l T )=}
excellent good average poor unable to
comment
¥ [] [] [] [] L]
Academic ability
W 0 O O O O
Suitability
AT N ] ] ] O
Motivation

4. EFEE DO NIZHOWT

Please evaluate applicant’s personality

B Rw RSt W@l T J=ap/ b
excellent good average poor unable to
comment
rE O 0 O ] O
Motivation for learning
I A O O O O O
Leadership
BlEME L] [] [] [] ]
Creativity
R L] [] L] (] []
Cooperativeness

5. LA & MRS LI

To what extent do you recommend applicant to the Ritsumeikan University’s Graduate Program?

50 < HEHS 9D

Strongly recommend

5

Recommend

R & THEBS 5 E S

Recommend with condition Condition

HERE L 720

Do not recommend
J—a Ak

Unable to comment

O 0O O o o

MKERBFORATHE, HRH - BLAIZ2X—VHIZHD £7

The location for the recommendation provider’s name and seal/signature can be found on page 2.

e 2025. 4



¥ Form IR 8 2/2
6. EFEEICBEE LT, ¥R LT WEICET 7 &£

Please write your remarks on the applicant’s strengths and weaknesses below.

B R4 FlE 7=1384
Your name Seal or signature
ATl - ks

Institution and your position

ST (T - FERE 2 7 5F)

Contact information

BREOF~(BRE) : TiC A%, SREICAIL, B CGEBEE IZBELIESV,

To the recommendation provider: After completing this form, please enclose it in an envelope, seal the
envelope, and sign your name over the seal. Please return it directly to the applicant, who will send it to
Ritsumeikan University along with his/her other application documents.

g 2025. 4



B!

Graduate School of International Relations

Ph.D. Program
(ERH)
Date(Y/M/D)

BEREFCHETIHEBEFE

Reference Letter — Additional Information

NEATEE R PR PR E R B LR ZE R AFFERM R B

To the Dean of the Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University

1. EREHE KA

Applicant’s Name

2, Form IR 9

2. HERFROBEHAENERELZTR TS RVEBEZTLAIZSI Y,

Please fill in the reason why you were unable to provide a reference letter from your graduate school supervisor.

2025. 4






MA Program Students F Form IR 10

DMDP F P HFE
DMDP University Choice Form

A 44 /Name :

B FI2 LT OAMSER  DMDP 1 E 1 | KOIEIROD X, TOZEMNIZFEAL TITZEN,
Please choose where you would like to study abroad from the following "DMDP Partner Universities" list and

write your top two choices in the box below.

DMDP #}E+%/ DMDP Partner Universities

American University (School of International Service: SIS)(AU) USA

The International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University Rotterdam (ISS) the Netherlands
University of East Anglia (UEA) UK

The University of York (UY) UK

Royal Holloway, University of London (RHUL) UK

Kyung Hee University (KHU) South Korea
National Chengchi University (NCCU) Taiwan

Student recruitment by partner universities is subject to change due to the circumstances of each
university.

S EEAL G S T
Choice Name of University
FAm e

First Choice

oA

Second Choice

SENLHIBRFE~DO-EZERLEE THBECTOELT 1 77 A ThH5 International Studies ([EFEATFZEEL)
DS OT 0 7T LEa@IRT 55613, FOFEFLALTIIZEN,
—If applicants applying for any of NCCU’s programs other than IMPIS, please state the program below.

g 2025. 4






