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Monique Truong’s The Book of Salt finds a narrative inspiration in The Alice B. Toklas Cook Book.
Truong creates the novel's narrator-protagonist Binh out of the characters of Trac and Nguyen, the
two “Indo-Chinese” cooks Stein and Toklas hired in Paris. Vietnamese cooks were common at
restaurants and middle-class households in the interwar Paris. While expatriates were visible in the
public space of cafes and restaurants, colonial immigrants remained invisible in their territories
behind the kitchen doors. Another such example Truong brings in the novel is the young Ho Chi
Minh, with whom the narrator communicates through the culinary art. Truong also sets up a
striking contrast between the narrator’s “lavish, imprudent” interior monologue and his clumsy
silence in reality, strategically appropriating Toklas’s choice of words and Trac’s diction. The paper
argues that Binh's narrative voice is not a mere English translation of his Vietnamese account, but
an imagined voice that does not belong to any particular language, created out of literary allusions

and the protagonist’s consciousness that never gets articulated in reality.

F—TJ—K:T7XA)HBRNH, =7 - by, [Tvr - F7 - IV,
TYRX-B: by IR, WEOMEES

E=%2 ko> (Monique Truong) 1 [7v 27 -+ 7 -V ] (The Book of Salt, 2003) i,
W E RS S s 72X DOF — P V—F - 2% 4 =T YR+ M7 T ABEERIC
L7/ TH Do TNEDZFIINWELTLHDIE, B ALEMP T VICEIEBLEDL S 7
EMRRVER B TR, SV ICEbDNY = b FAHMBORIA, $4bbIEMICIE [/3
VOAHEIN] b [73) ofiRIBER ] TH b, 7BV FTEAZOLY Y (Binh) 287V 2—
A0 27 T T < D% 1929 FFEDFkD 5 1934 SEDFKD 5 4ER T, H— bV — F- R 5 4 U H[7
YA B b7 AOHAE] #PWEBBMLT X A TOHFEEFHELRD DI LML EL 5,
NSIX 1934 4E, W - T— TV DEN ST AU WANORHHY T —~METEAIL VE T TR
WD FED T, SO TFCHVZ5EMEY, SHICERAEERTHD I L5y
BN, BMOTEEELTHLA TPl LICHNEE, TOBREARARAADHEILANL L
TR ORER LA L LCEMEL, FRRFINIC, BRI EFICHMETLI LI EE
LoTWna,
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B ZALPEDL 5 L AWH R EHEEREI T/ —MV—F - 254 0L LIZiEN YA
ATET Y 7 RFED FITRA 5 OIS TS EFEBROME % 2 72/ 7245, RIEOWFEN
AYAEL =Y a @A AL DR =bF—, TUR B M FAZHD. AfTIE, b7 I
AQEBEHL YER [TYR B b7 7 AORMGEAR] Hirhd [4 2 FyF A BEmkER
L7z kT, MRMBGZEOBE) - AGEFE L L ORI L RTHL SRS 2k S o &
LCORE &) BE»6, EWEMOCFEN, AL L BRI/ LSRR RIZE DD
L9 CEN TV EEHLNICT S, 6T, KMEPHHIE AL 2Filbd562
ETaARER) Y UARHTEETRICHNL Z LR WHIRBERZME M2 i, 7
T VAR WREN R T S EHICBOTHREICL2HEH LI TEZ T T2 02 VWEARON
xS TBICH, BLREZBNLTLIETREPHLOELIZLDORVEALDSE
BWEWAIZLTAIE L TW R 0BT 5,

A5 A v EFRNE1B4 ISR EN: [7U AR B b7 7 ZORHEAR] (The Alice B.
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D, 108 [75 Y AOMHAN72H ] (“Servants in France”) T3 40 412725 7 T ¥ AW
TR o 252 B S EARBEA D D BAICHISIC KR - 72 AR 2K 2 CTHi L Do 4
I 7 78— T OFERAORATREIRZIE > TW72DRED, EFDBEMZ 2L TAHTRANLE
T IEICRY, BLOTY o b2 ABEAZE). 4 ¥ FYHFGoOREAON, &1
DRI -7 b5 v 7 (Trac) £ 27T (Nguyen) DWW ToONMEE T FIIMBILNE %
FEELTBE 20,

F7 FAR—HDOT 2 b FAABEAL LEORBERELT, (1 FyF A [BEA] LD
AL E TRIFT ERAHEHER R M av] (186) L&RBIL, & L ABICHEAZE VT
BT ENTEL, RNREZIBTIE 0727259 LRRLTWAH, HHDEMHIZR
ARG D572,

OEVDDO ALY RV FA] FHEANS Yy 2 3IRBEEOH LB T, 254 2=1+2F5 AT
Btk INEAIDROMOTY 7 ELTA YV FIYFIUGET L, VT v 7 0BEIERL
TWRZA Y7 TR, ZOHLKTITT = P FAARBAZE) 2S, HTHT7T D
WERTEAE R 72 5 720 PEH A T D7 5V ARBRICE D TW 722 2253 ), @EOFENIE
W7 T YANESTEIZDEoTe AFAVENT TR I VO, AL RAEAL 5 ) THEBE
L OO EY) =% VICRHIWAET 58S 7 22 TIT <. AR THES T
TANZHRFLENELTON, BEOHE) VT PEERABETCLEIDEAY A VL b
7 F AR Bb %572,

ZO%, BUROEBONINT v 7554 Y R F o4 R EMEZ - TV IZE-TL

Ho BIINTITUVIXEV)TNVY =2l DEH->TEY, I THGFDOLA NS V%
FoZ bZo/eo IRHOHMEH QMBI NN =T 1 2 H2MEBMO-DITH % T LRI
BHUTTVR2DS, DWW I TV X EHBLTCLA NI VY E2H¥ET L, LIAHDPKIEFIEST
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VIEAZA VEN I TANRE) 2y VOJETEAMITIRO BMET L LR, TIUT
NERZZZEDBVEREBICBEZZ T TV a— VP ER R ERICH>TLE ) - ko
&9 B/NHOEHE LM O—EAS s 7 F ZOBIKIL L. TWBE I b2 b,

b2 IRARHEAD [4 Y FYF AL BHANT v 71200 TE, ZORKMEDEDTHLMH
HLTW2, "IV B 7 FAHRDOFHETED LS PN TV EDFELIRTAL S,

b7 v 7 BRAEICS THLECTHRELHHILEZHEE TR o TR JRHITHRFICL
TIRABZGIKCFHET, [5720D7 X)) A@ADBHE—] LWV I MTF72o72, BHIHITE
ZHotze REBANEL MT v ZICHEDIT Tnze O LA CRELREHO AW
PBolzdrb e WATET 75 ¥ AFEOERIEVE VO ~ZFFEE o2, A FITERIFELT,
oS URLR R, RELEIDE, v TRy —=1F, MMIOL LT, /54 F v TN,
FY LR BWITES Y, 2oz MHERIUIMM CEILICEAEEII R o720 T v 705
HORRIZE ZWAh, BRAKOFIIETETHELRYZHY I T L2002 R TWELEITTA
R T Z ONDLRIHEI Loz WOGRINLZZ—0, FF—FORMEI PR YRS TV,
L2bZEDR0EDENY D72, APV OPHERTRLE, FHROIHITEHAL, []

FS oy 2HNEIRSTERLVHHEZ 7200, bHAHAMMBEMD Lk oiz. WEIC
LTWabIFTiERL, HROBDEANZ 1S, TURAZICRS T, HAFAHTY-
Teth, TR TETHIELZE 21T, 1Mo TN TV OMEZ BT IZHZ TD
LolzDREN, WL TEZGEETLThho TV hdoze HHRDTEEZF S RWVWDTE,
EFI v ZIEESoTW R, (186-87) V)

CCTIEVYEI o THE T O v AHBIDSWREIC % o 72 THEE AR & 2 9 Th Wil B{R
DI b TAMPEEL S TWE, b7 T ADOMBINTIERD DS, i M7 v 7 1g,
BBV EBUIMEM TH 225, BUMA T E 2 (1T &IS58 BECFRIREAN % B b L7z sk L
TR L L CHE OGNS L FFICHIMED ENTWD, TAXYADT VT ARLICE
WTiE, LIFLIREDSH LM RBROEM L 20, WHEOBEIENDST V7 ADGEKIZ L - TH
BRENDZHPD X IHINLZ DI INTE 22 [7TYVA-B- b7 5 2A08HEGEA] 12
BWTH, MoBHANLZLOEERHANL VLI s THRAIRTVIDIZH LT, L7200
Y bFAANT Y 7 ORBEESOFRLINZEr WYL 0L L T2 T
%o
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I DL, RO NHOMEOSTE BN EBE LLHFICHZIRADLII LTI I FADYE
BTHbo LOFIHZTRRTH, MR TEELREF -7 LR D5DODOFHEECPRTRNS,

OLOIEHE, HOLORANEENDF KT, MWOHREKE L IZ—% Ml L7z KB THEAAA
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J2EANRICE ST, [5720 0] 55 7% 2 T 7% RKIEDSBHEST O X 9 72—k 72 5
Wi bl EZRIBLTWS, K BDRZTTAVIAE T2 b FLAANEVH R CRIFATH I
Bihsg o7z i) EEEMN S L MRIER L SHEO X baR) A CTHEBTLHARLTEET
TWwb, ZH9LT, [S7007 A AmAN] 250 F2° [HARE Bl (my Madame and
Madame) & < 942 LIESBICIBIIC R SN D & 912, B KESHF#MN 2 7o X 5 T
HYBDVOEHCTHNLSEBNE, EbLDOTHBTETOL LI LR ME L A3k
735 ZO/NHOFEIN e — ABEE D ~NOFE L b o TWn o,

(5720 DT AV A@ADBHTL] LS >y T upo—A%Eb - - RBIZ/NEBEE T T
COHBRLFIAEN, FHEVICVALEZLZ TV,

EHAHFEAN
K720 DT A Tl NHSrEE
BHZHBA—7 ) —1) 2 A D
“hF M, HEACEMAE,

S7Z2DOT AV AEAD ] ? RALHELEV) LVEELATWE, )b, WS
DRV DETZNOT A WEALES [FE] T5L0%0wbIT, ZoTHETLDIE%IT
WBZ e TNITHLUTHRER, FATT AV IAL L W EXZ DLl
720TON D AR EZAMAR L2, 8T, SITHEY (o720 ] &2 [T D
LEW] BT T UVRBEBTEIBEIPbh>TEZVNIE, HEHEZ RO T, ART=2H
DORYFIHIF TV B EFELFRZIBO L EZAHLDED, HEFEHEORAIE, HTORK
LePENLTERTORSIZLTEY XYBRIED 2T ORI, ) BIZOFT, TOHRE
Zii7e T L) BRBEETCHOBASTORAN VDO FE TLo THHR L THIZON RV
(Truong 11, FHREIIEIHEIC L 5, PATR)

CCTOHMARBELRBLRME LY ADbEICE > TWAEY, KUk bDIE, PMED
FVIEIEEHOENIZ ) DFELETHLHE)FE, [Z0%»BrilTo/) THY h &F
W] EHWBHET S [HAHEE] 25T 228 TERVWEV) HTH L, TOEEDND
HOENREHIZ, BEYFE7 T Y AFIIARFET, EHFICEoTEE o LeRbT L b
HLIELTELRV, ZOLIBRTFANRDEINAIA Y E N FTAOUESHETH HWETRE
HLTWAZELEHICMT LA, Thi Db, SECSHEEAET 2137 Th S il Bk
BT 7 AP ERICHVL TS ZEARDPEIREILEZEVZ D, L2DZDL) BV OE
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WAENRNCEI R AL 525 EHRFICZOBEELHI CZ LR, 2O X)) RiED 255
AP LBEXEOREIZVNIONHORE LD ORRDIAT ) =72V DT %
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DEHIDe ZORFETH 7T VAETHRVDICEEICSHLI N FoEMRICOWT
2, OBIEESZORE L2,

N7 FADEBIZRE ST, b9 DEDDOFHMIFHTD 5 BE S W 7-7h5 2B 5 & % i
RBLTBIYe BZEORT IV AFEENLD) M TAERIEIZVTHS ) bODERN
AR ) SR H—F T, B EOARKE SRENORMOF v v 72MD LI EFTH T
7 ORGIIEWEEE b7 TADFHEL TWE I Ld I DD R 5. ZDEHI/NHELTITBNT
(BT EF L0 N4 F Yy TILEVHIEVDEEBVIZA Y A VIS T 5 ¥
V—FOTRELESTEY, BOLFRIIAHERT L LIFANT A A0y s
RESTZDOTIERL, Tz b P2 ANAv 702 %8O TIESLVHEDSNLEEG N
Z0 [RELWESY V] (1914) OEFHIA YA L —Y a vy 2525 20 L0
WHEEZIROP L TWb, T2, ZORMETIE TR L2 KEE M) Bt s h - SHEBVw
LR REEOME DI Y F T A MEOF LY bEERPHLICENLTV D,

H—=PV—=FRR¥AL D7 T A58, BEEE ROBHL, 77 Y AEIMELZIED
DX, [ kD75 v AfEEHICT AL, BRISEWIRIC-8N 5, 2054 LXK,
ZOFVIRE LICHE 4 - 5B NHICMET 2, DT T v AGEOMM7Z LK L5, [-] &
NPESOLEINIZ LKL 5,

=R V=R RA¥ A4 HED, 20, 752 AFHEMPICHIKZRT, BOHERE ED
BOHIHEENTWE, BileHETOIHALTHRAEM R I TINEE 2 3 F 2 HEB LI
EZF T BRI ZE LD, ELARDOZERIRE > TH, []HOHDF#
BERIR - P FRALHE RN o DIX, BT BBEE 57D LB S, F
TNaRSIZDEIFEBDH LN E ) Dol EIMBEZ I 07Z LiE, ODEDDDIAS F v
TVEMO L HITHLWYHICLT, =¥yyay FEHEYYOFRE I L L, 51
F I TNOREGDETH T AMELT, BIZ% 5 XD R RELZ LD ZJABRIMb 5 Z
L, ZORBIEOMNEREZ RS EELSRL DOLD7EE NS T o7, BEIMER
Teho?l i, 5720003, F v T VE—ORICYW->TFLV I 2ZiRL, A=Y KD
FrT ) VI NREFEDLRAONRY FIZTH072EnwH)T L, MErsA vy T 7)) —2%
LAEONSHOMYIZLTHEGDZE W) T EZ ol 2RO RESE) DFEZESOD
BPFTHEERAIBELZHICLZWH2DIZ, YIVRNOEIZEIBHEOKERTESDH L X3
LOED S OWHHE T 2D 130500 ) 2 EBIMMER 22 o 720

(B, bicl, 2R eV EEH W]

IA - M AGHRAREE VW) B & THEE R,

I, EXROEBEVZERMIC [ Fy TNV] 075V AFENHPRZTCLE 72072, [+]
BRIFACMWEZL DALY, SEETOOSOMNIRAET2ZICE T TH T2 LI -
T&72 PRIBFE T2 ARV TR I B EILT CAhAE, BE2EEL T, B LVwE
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FREBRROFIZ [FZ2TER L] 2R L TLo Tz = MV—=FRA ¥ 1 V2K
BARDRHEZTWh, [] B4, o ULoK WIOSHELERLNMETA-DIZESTE
2oL, BMEOEPEDSEELAALDE, (34-35)

IFLBEERAOTOLNZVE VP [HE, DAL LRV EHEHVWZW] &L
UNzZYS LTESTAHEHABMORVEETIE, FIHTHEESO X912, “Iwanted,” “T wanted” & ##
DT LT, [DELTONLMELZTHEISTHORANSTORIN | 2RbabEsw
EOTFOIVLUIHRRBENTVD, A Fy TN aflioTED L) B—ihk 79— b2 AL
TEL%, ZLTENEENBEERTE) IKCRHBELVWHHEL 2275, @) FREELHIC
BOWENrREIEDNTEDL—HT, ZOFEAE PR bR VIGEREBICHKS LI LoREH
FEOF X v 7O R EH, WMEFFMICELZNITELRLIEEDD > TV EWv ) HHRIRZ
HEATWDLDRE, L2b ZoRHIE—BOTEETHLITNED, FHiIHEH, o RNTRWIL
BTLh%ve ZORVHORIZ, HETHTZED X KT THIOEZ 7S, F v TV
BLTALEVWIWMELY 2 AT v =%k T, L)L EoNb [HE bz LE---720
ERU»0wEHWIW] LW UDOFERGE [ A= MV —FRX¥ AL V]| PELRDTHYLTD
D DOLBAMLEENIL, PAHOMKIEL TEYRRAT A YO BATL , — A, Pz duiic
Wz 72 [HoZE] (The Book of Salt) &\ HEMDFRTH o7z v Ty Fofkie T
WiEbWnz b,

COENZ, NR [Ty - F7-VIVE] T, b2 EeFT VeI EEDOT I
A NRFIANZEZO NP VICHASDETWEDIFED, b v b AN I Y AA T
WAEED NWIZZFNZTTiE v, ASCEE PV EFEYTFER— - F - IV ERYT
BE X ¢ TV,

FED TORMBICESE, FRIZ19264EDZET, YVIE 24 2542 =1275 AR
b s JEFMOIET, A= F - IVIE36KRTH5D, T&%d R EHotF KLy L LA
AEHPIER =2 L ZRETS) ZRIET 28 21E, LIFLIZEB» S —2IloKiliz ko, i
MOBHETWMEELTT e b FLET TV ARZITERLIZHAIZECEZREOOIFRIIAN G &
fal. HHMZITHME S, ALY 2 b FLABETEEAZRLTI LIRS, O LD
By OMFOZSEBENLLE Py 7 THL LT 5, S0 TLEELA
ThbLEHRERRLAMENBE KA > TRRENLTH L, TITE Y LHDPETHA
THAHAIERBTNUT, TI0O5E)OEFEMILE S,

BHVWORBEZIFELAIZHPL2DY, BOLOBIEIRLTIXRTEFEAIE LoV, =k
WIHOBYHTIAIT LA ZEN) Y2 TDOFTEHNAZEHHY Y, MIZHEE T, K,
BHEABIEM, ZEoBrimcs L, WS by v o - ML g Vs (Latouche Tréville) T
EMEORERL LCHBE LA L2 RERICHET 2, BNV ICAERELZZ LD,
SENZEMOHMTH L 2 L2 HFLEO LOFBIZ, VBB LRIEATWA@E) IZ2VT,
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PR 7220 T, ENERMGREY, MR RO, ETIZHDLONIEMHEICTE Y TTH
HE) LT B0 FEIXINIEHGEE) FORETH L 2 LAVNFHDRILOTH NI TED,
77 Y AANPSTIUL [RALWE] THHMREROFEARL, CALRNSRIED D
HFOTTRTON) Ol OMEALET LI LICL o TEER0 LD L) 2H 2 EK [
BEDIZLTWAE] ZE2HEBERA>TVAH O LEOBIAZDHRMAEA T2 ) DY
EBEVWHTHIENTELLLIE, A2 THbZ293THEEEL, 2R T VMK (impasse
Compoint) &9 17 KO/NEBENEOY T2 SN TE Vi, BoLoB L L bizTan
MED O [HEERAE ] 23ihb, T2 TEROBMEBEOR, BEEYFE) 2% T—VA
FTEDITHEMNT I LITHR D,

ZOHRNHORKT, BHEENSTBAI—H A - I 74 ETOEEEZITNL 7-20I12E
HAY VA RGHNEED FIL, BRICUEOLOBOR—- ML= E2HIZL, oA mER
(Nguyen Ai Quéc) TH Y, BEFRGHBIEMITH-72I L2 MBI LD, ZITE VIIA
ANOBEORDL Y IHEDO LOBREROR— L — FE2HWRDLDTH S,

PERIEA— - F - Iv0I3—ay ROBEYIHTHo 70 EFRAOHTFTH-722 &,
BEYMTHEBEOREZ LTz L, 40 T IFEEBIESME LTHVw w2 L%
ElE, A—ARANICL L L TE), HEIEO LOBEPFEIEFR—F - I Thotz
CEERMBIERDH, BERMIRD 20 EBORZLEZMNE 2 L RVEEY FiL, Fo L
ORNPRT = b FAMYORERDZEZMORTE FIT/NRIEIHEEZME 5,

~ A4 7V - =~V (Michael Goebel) 1% [IFFEFEFKD 2 MR Y A0 %) L=
WSR3 a5 X203 (Anti-Imperial Metropolis: Interwar Paris and the Seeds of Third-World
Nationalism) T, H_RMRKEBRIMTT27IT7, 779H, 9727 A) HOITHEM
DBGATEEIR 5 D% < PSP O/ ) ITHAEL T2 LICEH L, REILMENEE LR L
V) R & E R R R E R OEJMFB L W) REDPLET D7 T Y ADOBEPHEL O
BR BRI G- 2 7o B R /i3 5 & & IS, EBEET /) 25RO BUATEEI R 34 9 Bt
ELTRIFTRL, & &80 - HEXHELT, 8% KE - ULEOBUATTEIR A5 E
THHELTOMBLIEHMBLT, LB RBE 2R TAMKREZEEST 5 2 L3
RZLWHAL, WEOKEFERY B RO MR EHRIZ I ORM o) THF Lo TR
WP EIRIR LTV A,
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YHAI 2T AREOYE o2l LRI CHMONT WS, HEIFHMRIBERIZE > TY,
AR D RO AEDY; & LTRET TR L, BEHEE - 7Ho% L LTEETH - 72, i
BHEE - Ty 7 - HERE - o4 5 — - kY - BE T )& 2 SRR S 2@ )53k
WK< THY, BRICE>TIIMVLTREEZTIRD T ENFRVWFROVEDTH -2,
$7, 1LICRZ28Y), A Y FYIFHEOY = A ABRIZAEAAABFEANL LT/ D
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VBANF = - T8 VIZIHEATOZBURTEEIR O O & L THEE L T /- i 2 fifh &
Xeb, HODIERZWRZ ) E LAVIED LOB L0 BELFAETHL LBEONL Y =
T, SN EIEMTHEMRPEIRLCELY 2 M FAANT, IRLTHZEDES Z LT
WA, YrT7o——Mz@ L CTLhrz@EbEs Ll n) TOWHIE, HRLZKEOZEVEEA
72b T LOBEIHH T b,

FIZZOBMTY 2 7P L TEEZRELVZDIZWDL DY IT IR E52TLE ) DI
BIHIVEDSOHRMND L, BHHEICENTVWIABNSG R Y2 71E, M 7 2AOEBIZEST S
AV R FANERSETFNEDH)VEVDOT o b FAANTY 2 D7, FiE [TUVA-B- b2
T ADORIGAR] OBIRBEODH L M T v 71220V TORRE LD E>TAHAL I,

CO[Y2T7DOEFD] VT vy 7R3NV IV RETICHBLTLA NS VY 2BET
LIRWIZ LICE o7 ZHVIDIFTE )T CEMARLRDMEFELEFHFDL LT D, K
BV X EdNTETLNG, ETHREHDORY, HEOH D, WERBOTNVY —=2
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CEHAVONSLEEL AN V2RO T, WOELICEZRIEL, FE2WOT, B
HOHE T TEEFFDOI LI E 572 LIIRARLBLRIBEMORIILEL> Tz, [ vz
YRAELNT v ZRLVALNT VREEIC R o TERVSIEOE SN, JEICWLIORREL
37257:0T, Rb3BRETEBTOLZVES o7 LIROLV YTy XFFTD6EL
DF AL DEAKETIT T ¥ AT T 72, (Toklas 193)

CEDVDODOT b FAANTY IE572 8Ty ZIZRIEBESH Y, VI XEn) T T —
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FOEZ LTWh, METIE VYTV APEDL VI £ ZAEHS TWAELPN TV,
DENDFHANMNBYODOI 2T HFEZ N Ty 7 DILET, FAREYOGE, H5VIETEHEED
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ghed, [Ty 27 - F7 - VUM ICBEE THY) DL FRTI R, 2ER5,
BEHEE O FI3E > 2 EFEIREE L VOT, i) XV hvwolE, TTFTRTEL
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Thbo MMEREZRL 72,
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3) MHFORBR ST T A Y UAGEra TN FGEHEN SRS,
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