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INotification regarding Early Completion System|

Based on Ritsumeikan University Regulations Article 9 and 10,
We would like to confirm the following with regards to: “Early completion system where a student
complete the master’s program in less than 2 years of standard period of study.

I. Early Completion of the Master’s Degree Program

[Qualifications]

1. Students who fall under the following category and wish to complete the master’s program in
less than 2 years of standard period of study must make an application for early completion. The
graduate committee will examine each application and give approval if considered reasonable and
appropriate.

(1) Will have been enrolled in the Master’s Degree Program of Graduate School of International
Relations more than one year.

(2) Will have earned 30 or more credits of approved graduate coursework including Research
(Advanced Seminar), and submitted master’s thesis and oral defense will have successfully passed
due review .

(3) Will have one or more articles published or approved to be published during his/her enrollment
in the master’s degree program of Graduate School of International Relations..

(4) Have strong recommendation from their academic advisor or associate dean.

[Application]

2. Students who wish to fulfill an early completion of the master’s degree program in March must
file their application by the end of June in the relevant academic year.

Students who wish to fulfill an early completion of the master’s degree program in September must
file their application by the end of December in the previous academic year.

3. Application documents:

- Articles that fall under 1-(3)

- Thesis proposal

- Reference from his/her academic advisor with regards to his/her research activities and evaluation

4. Both the graduate academic committee and graduate committee will examine his/her submitted
application documents in terms of whether they have proved or are expected to have their
outstanding achievements in study or research activities that enable them to complete the master’s
program early, and notify the examination result as follows:

- For those wish to complete in March - By the end of August in the relevant academic year

- For those wish to complete in September - By the end of December in the precious academic
year



[Course registration]

5. Students who have been approved to make an early completion of the master’s program and wish
to complete in one year of study shall be able to register courses of more than 22 credits (up to 30
credits) as far as they will have satisfied the degree requirements in their second semester.

[Application for Conferral of Master’s Degree]
6. Students who have been approved to make an early completion of the master’s program can
apply for their conferral of degree in or after their second semester.

Il. Early Completion System in the Doctoral Program

[Requirements]

1. The Early Completion in the Doctoral Program is a system that focuses on students who pass the
Entrance Examination for Applicants with Specialized Research Achievements (Senmonteki
Kenkyugyoseki Hoyusha-taisho Nyushi) and are recognized as having a sufficient level of education
to complete the program. These students who have a high level of research achievements may
complete the Doctoral program after one year of study up to within three years.

Students recognized for their outstanding research performance must meet the following
conditions to utilize the Early Completion System in addition to obtaining a required number of
course credits, writing a dissertation and passing the preliminary screening and the final screening.

(1) Will have published or received approval to publish two peer-reviewed articles in a scholarly
journal(s) while enrolled as a student in the Graduate School of International Relations.

(2) Make at least one presentation at an academic conference, society, etc.

(3) Receive screenings (4 times a year, based on outline and content of dissertations and their
progress plus 5 points listed below) on whether or not the student is suitable for the Early
Completion System and his/her achievements are sufficient. The fourth screening (final
screening) session will include an outside committee member.

Sufficient knowledge in his/her field of study

International Applicability

Level of area language proficiency (in the case of Area Studies)
Membership in Academic societies, networks, etc.

Dissertation progress

(4) Receive a total of 10 credits, 4 from Kenkyu Shido Enshu (Research Guidance) led by the
chief-academic advisor and 6 credits from Kenkyu Shido Enshu (Research Guidance) led by
the sub —academic advisors.

[Initial steps to follow]

2. Those who passed the Entrance Examination for Applicants with Specialized Research
Achievements (Senmonteki Kenkyugyoseki Hoyusha-taisho Nyushi) and are interested in the Early
Completion System must make their intention clear at the time of admission, and upon receiving
guidance from their chief dissertation advisor, submit a research plan.



[Application for a Degree Conferral]

3. A doctoral student with excellent research performance who is able to graduate early or is
expected to graduate early can begin the application process for receiving a doctoral degree after
their second semester.

I11. The GSIR Operations Management of the Early Completion System

1. During their enrollment, candidates for early completion who meet the conditions above will be
screened by the Early Completion System Steering Committee consisting of the Associate Dean
and the Vice-associate Dean for a student’s research progress and guidance development, and
adequacy of the dissertation screening procedures. After the credential screening, the Extended
Steering Committee consisting of the committee members listed above, the Dean, and the outside
committee member will confirm the appropriateness of the screening results and conferring a
degree to the student.

IV. Reorganization
1. Any reorganization matters must be approved by the Graduate School of International
Relations Committee.

Additional Clause
1. The items listed above has become effective on April 1, 2011.



