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How Do “Degree Programs
in English” Change
Japanese Universities?

From Global 30 to SGU
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After being selected to be a member of the “Global 30" interna-
tionalization project (project to promote a network for interna-
tionalization of universities) the College of International Relations,
Ritsumeikan University, established the Global Studies Major in
2011 where students can graduate by taking courses in English. In
March 2015, we will send off our first graduates (Early Graduation
students graduated in March 2014).

Since the establishment of the College of International Relations
in 1988, we have developed various international programs such
as the Dual Undergraduate Degree Program. In addition to con-
fronting unprecedented challenges with the establishment of an
English-based degree program, we have achieved positive results
in a wide range of areas such as educational methods, student
support, and governance.

In conjunction with our first graduating class, we will invite to con-
duct a peer review the School of Political Science and Economics,
Waseda University, which established its English-based Degree
Studies September Admission Program (EDESSA) in 2010.

The start of the Top Global University Project is expected to
advance the internationalization of universities, including the
establishment of majors learned in English.

What kind of graduates did majors learned in English culti-
vate?

What did the establishment of majors learned in English bring
to traditional schools?

What should future efforts be?

We will consider these questions from the efforts of both univer-
sities.
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Born in 1946, Katsuichi Uchida specializes in Japanese
Civil Law. He graduated from Waseda University's School
of Law in ‘70 and completed the Graduate School of Law
Doctorate Program in ‘75. He became a professor at
Waseda University's School of Law in 1984, after being
appointed as Fulltime Lecturer, and Associate Professor.
In 2004, he was appointed as a professor of Waseda
University's School of International Liberal Studies. Within
Waseda University, he has held several positions such as
Director of the Center for International Education (1999
to 2003), Dean of the School of International Liberal
Studies (2004 to 2006), and Vice President (International
Affairs)(2006 to 2014). He was a member of Science
Council of Japan, and currently President of Asia Pacific
Association for International Education, and US-Japan
Research Institute.
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Aiming to produce graduates who will play leadership roles
in international society, the School of Political Science and
Economics launched an English-based degree program
in September 2010, welcoming students from around the
world.

The program offers students the opportunity to take
global-standard classes of the highest quality, all conduct-
ed in English, and earn credit regardless of their level of
Japanese-language proficiency.
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Ritsumeikan University
College of ]
International Relations

Established in 1988, the College of International Relations
at Ritsumeikan University has produced many graduates
who have gone on to careers in the Foreign Ministry of
Japan, international development organizations, global
trading companies, and other areas, as one of the oldest
colleges of International Relations in western Japan.
Starting in April 2011 following our adoption into
G830, we began a two-major system where International
Relations Major students learn International Relations
primarily in Japanese and Global Studies Major students
learn mainly in English. The Global Studies Major, where
many international and domestic students are motivating
one another while tackling international relations issues,
is contributing to the internationalization of the College
of International Relations and Ritsumeikan University,
through the internationalization of learning styles, intro-
duction of course numbering system, and much more.
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