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System of complexity and diclectics

Since the 1980s ‘science of complexity’ has been attracting attentions of not only natural but
also social scientists. Its researchers adopt new concepts, such as ‘self-organization’, ‘dissipative
structure’, and ‘emergence’ to explain some phenomena which, they believe, have not been able to
be successfully elucidated by the present established sciences . It seems to seek the position of a
new general methodology of science.

This paper attempts to place the ‘science of complexity’ in the right position along the line of
dialectical methodology of science. The author asserts in the first section of his paper that an
important issue presented by the theory of complexity is not the denial of reduction of a thing into its
fundamental elements, in the name of reductionism, but the problem of how to combine again the
elements into the thing and explain the emerging complexity in the combining process.

[0 Masahiko ItakiO O 0 0 0O 0O O
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