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An Analysis and Review of U.S. Presidential Election 2000
— What We Should Learn from Century’s Event

Political turmoil in the U.S. Presidential Election 2000 does not point to the shakiness of
democracy in the U.S. It should rather be taken as a sigh that democracy is functioning properly. It
also symbolizes the peaceful age, after the Cold War, that we live in. The fact that the race was
extremely close does not indicate that there is a division amongst the American people. The
closeness resulted from the fact that there were no major differences in the policies of the two
candidates, and that they both pursued the middle. The Bush administration’s strategy stressing the
alliance does not mean that it will be generous towards Japan. Its essence lies in role-sharing, and
enhancement of responsibility in the area of politics, security and economy. What would be required
of Japan is its consciousness as an allied country, and, in cases, it may face situations in which it has
to decide whether to maintain the alliance or not.
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