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The Fall of Antonin Novotny Reconsidered:
A Focus on Brezhnev’s Visit to Prague in December 1967

The Prague Spring and its tragic end by Soviet intervention in August 1968 was one of the most
significant events in Soviet-East European relations during the Cold War. The focus of this paper is
on the origin of the Prague Spring; the fall of Antonin Novotny with particular attention to
Brezhnev’s visit to Prague in December 1967.

The first argument concerns three aspects of de-stalinization in Czechoslovakia; the
rehabilitation of the unjustly prosecuted victims in the 1950s’ political trials, the Slovak question, and
the failure of state-planed economic policy in the 1960s.

The second section deals with the erosion of Novotny’s authority in 1967. In this case, which is
critical of him, special attention should be paid to the 4th Congress of the Czechoslovak Writer’s
Union in June and the plenary session in October.

The third part of this paper examines Brezhnev’s visit to Prague on 8-9 December 1967, namely
the aim and content of his visit, and its implication for the fate of Novotny. The argument based on
new evidence suggests that while Brezhnev had the impression that Novotny lost his power and
could not resolve problems, he advised the presidium members to rebuild the unity and maintain the
status quo under Novotny.

In consequence, Brezhnev’'s ambivalent attitude led Novotny to resign the first secretary and
Dubcek was elected as the new party leader on 5 January 1968.
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