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Formulation of Dialectics as Social Science Methodology:
Representations, Forms of Existence and Essence (1)

The objective of this paper and papers to follow later is to formulate dialectics as social science
methodology, which is easily operable in our everyday research. In other words, the present author
intends to materialize the three laws of dialectics which were formulated by F. Engels in his
Dialectics of Nature, i.e., the law of transition from quantitative change to qualitative change and vice
versa, the law of interpenetration of opposites, and the law of negation of negation.

Section 1 ‘Representations and Their Purification’ deals with representations which form the
analytical starting point of conceptualization of a thing as our object of research. We abstract facts
and experiences to obtain purified representations of the thing, followed by identifying the forms of
existence and functions/barriers, and the processes of formation, transformation into a new stage,
and development into a new thing.

Section 2 ‘The Purified Representation: Elements and Their Relationship’ deals with the basic
formula of dialectics, symbolized as follows,

The representation of a thing=[relationship — O elements],
in which ‘relationship’ and ‘elements’ are the moments opposite to each other, indispensable and
inseparable from each other. On the one hand, elements are the quantitative moment of the formula
and ought to be material elements; on the other hand, relationship is the qualitative moment of the
formula. We henceforward understand a thing and all its forms by resolving them into the basic
formula.
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