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Formulation of Dialectics as Social Science Methodology:
Forms of Motion in Space and their Functions and Barriers

The present paper succeeds Itaki (2002) ‘Formulation of dialectics as social science
methodology: representations, forms of existence and the essence (1), (2) and (3)’, and actually
forms the first part of its Section 4.

Motion in space means motion of an individual thing for acquiring its spatial integration, and
motion in time means motion for achieving reproduction of an individual thing, each of which can
be analyzed into the individual, particular and general forms of motion. Motion in space is dealt
with here in this issue and motion in time in the next issue of the journal.

The relationship among elements in motion in space or time is understood to be functions
and/or barriers. Functions mean the work of the general element to intermediate all the motions
of elements. The general element has to intermediate ordinary elements’ motions because all the
relationship inherent in the latter has already been transferred to the former; and thus,
intermediation and motion are the two opposites indispensable to each other.

The motions of elements generate not only functions fulfilled by the general element, but
also barriers imposed by the general element. As long as a thing remains itself, it certainly has to
facilitate the quantitative increase of elements, though at the same time, it has to be equipped with
a certain mechanism by which to bar the quantitative increase from exceeding the upper
threshold.

As the forms of motion develop from the individual, through the particular to the general
forms, the thing produces an appropriate and specific element in each form that functionally
represents the general element and makes all the motions of elements much smooth and
effective: i.e., the representative element.
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